{Iv lone, tranſlated ont of Spa- 75 5 
* niſhe in toEnglyſhe,by Johan; 7.4 
Ax Dow:chier knyght, lozde Ber- | 
8 2 nis, at the inſtaunce of the lady Þ 
D Elnabeth Carew, late wyfe to! 
U Hieholas Carew knyght. 
| The whiche boke treateth 
of the loue betwene 
Leriano and 
95 —— , 
doughter to the kynge o 
Maſedoma. 


A; ¶ Cum pꝛiuilegio ad en 
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Che Pꝛologe. 


_— Fi the affeccyant delezs 
and obligacpon that 1 
ame bownde in, towar⸗ 
des pour ryghte vertu⸗ 
2 Lf ous and good lady: as 
>> well fo: the goodnes that 
it hath pleaſed pou to ſhewe me, as foz 
the nyzeneſſe of conſanguinite , hathe 
pleaſed me fo accomplyſhe your delpze, 
as in tranflatynge this pꝛeſent boke. 
And though my ſo doynge, can not be 
coꝛtreſpondente any thynge to recom⸗ 
pence pour goodness. pet not bey 
ignozante of pour wyll and delpze, t 
whiche in this cauſe J take fo2 the 
eſtecte: thynkynge thereby to do 
ſome (male rememozacyon. Ind alſo 
bycauſe the matter is very pleaſante foz 
ponge ladyes and gentle women, Ther 
an — — tranſlate the 
me out panyche in to 4 gez 
A. li. 


not adozned with fo frefſhe eloquence, 
that it ſhulde meryte to be pꝛeſented to 
pour goodneſſe. Foz oz I fyꝛſte entred 
min to this rude laboure J was bꝛought 
into greate doubtfulneſſe, and founde 
my lelfe in dyuers y nacyons, Foz 
fepnge the quycke intellygence of pour 
ſpput, J feared:and agayne the remem 
b:aunce of pour vertue and pzudenee, 
gaue me audacyte. Jn the one J found 
feare, and in the other ſuertte and har⸗ 
dyneſſe. Fpnally dyd choſe the moſte 
vbnuaylable,foz myne owne ſhame, and 
moſt vtilitie in anp repzehencion oz re- 
duke foz the moche boldeneſſe, in that 
> Loom not taken ſuehe reſpyte as J 
ghte to haue done. yet in conſydera⸗ 
epon of your gentleneſſe. myne aſteecyõ 
is alwayes in truſte to ſkape blameles, 
J haue taken this entrepzpce on me, 
mo2e'be delpzꝛe to haue blame thereby, 
then to attepne by mp pꝛayſe oz laude. 


wherfoze ryghte vertuous lady, aye 


3. 


. 


it pleaſe pou of your goodnes to accept 
thts lytle pꝛeſente treatyſe, and to re- 
teyue this my good wyll, oz pe con⸗ 
dempne the faulte. And alſo to haue the 
moꝛe affeccyon to the pꝛeſenter, then to 
the valewer of the thynge pꝛeſented: 
requpꝛynge you to holde aud repute 
me alwapes as one of the nom⸗ 
ber of them, that alwayes ſhal 
be redy to do pou pleaſure, 
Ind foz the ſurplus, 
deſyze the creatour 
of the kyzſt cauſe 
long to indure 
and to en⸗ 
creaſe 
pour 


happy pꝛoſperite. 
Amen. 


¶ The ende of the pꝛologe. 
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na mompngwhan 
yy! 95 che ſonne illuminyd 
dhe earthe, inaſha- 
dowyde dar 


ke baley g in the moun⸗ 
tapne called Setua de Maren? in the 
coũtrey of Maſedonta:as walkyd in 
a ſtrayte way ſhadowyd w fayer trees 
Sodenly J mette with a knight fyers 
and furious; whoſe pꝛeſence was ker⸗ 
full to regarde. Couerpde all in here 
lpke a ſauage creature. In his lyfte 
hande he bare a bxyght ſchilde of ſtele, 
#11 his ryght hand a ſhynynge pmage 
entaillid in a clere ſtone, of ſuch pleſure 
E bewtte, that þ clerenes troublyd the 
ſyghte of myne eyen, out of the whiche 
there iſſuyde dyuers Rayes of fier en- 
b:anſing # enflaming þ body of a man, 
(The which the ſayd knight fozceably 


— — dolozous 

dlapntes and ſozowfullpaſſtions'ſayde? | 
By reaſon of mp hope, J ſuffre all this, 
and when he apꝛochyd, and that J was 
nere hym he ſayd with moztall anguyſh 
frende, foz the loue of god J paay the 
folow me and ayde me in this my geeat 
beſyneg, and J as then had mozecauſs 
of feare; then reaſon to aunſwere; but 
I ſet myne eyen on thts ſtrange viſion; 
iudgyng in my hart dyuerte conſideta⸗ 
cions. as to ſeue my way, me thought it 
ſymplenes and to accomplyſh the deſirs 
ok the pactent; J thought it dangerous 
to folow hym was pereil, and ta leue 
hym in that turbacion was pite, ſo that 
wiſte not whiche was beſte to choſe; 
how bet after that feare had left mune 
alteracion in ſome eaſe and that my ſpi 
rites began to teſpyʒe then J cõſyderyd 
well that J was moꝛe bounde to the ver 
tue, then to the lyke. And then determps 
nyde foꝛ the dought that J was in; to 
folow þ wap of hym who deſpꝛed myne 


that accoꝛdyng to his aunſwere J ſhuld 
determyne further, And with this dely- 
deracion I requpꝛede hym in the moſte 
curtes wyſe that to me was poſltble, to 
ſhew me what he was: who aunſwered 
me, ſayd: rende, certavnlp accoꝛdyng 
to my naturall condycion, I oughte to 
gyue the none aunſwere: bycaufe mpne 
offpce is rather to aſſure euyll, then to 


ayede, and J haſtyde me to go after in 

fuche ſozte that ſhoꝛztely J ouertoke 
them. Ho we went all. iii. a longe ſpace, 
with no leſſe anoyance, then to be ſolp⸗ 
| tarpalone fro pleaſur oz company, and 
though the deſpꝛe or the doloꝛous, was 
| cauſe ot my folowpnge, yet to ſpeke to 
- bym that ledde the pacient, J faplyde 
audacyte,and to deſire hym,me thought 
nothynge auayleable , noz J hadde not 
deſerupd it though in this cafe J fayled 
counſapll, pet after A had reuoluyde my 
thoughtes in the rememb;ance of many 
thynges, J thought it beſte to put to 
hym ſome maner of purpoſe to thentent 


aunſwere well:how be it in that Jhatie 
bene al wayes uoztſhed among men of 
good nourture: J ſhall vſe to the f 
the gentylnes, that J haue lernyd. aud 
not of the fercenes.of my nature. Thou 
ſhalt vnderſtand (ence thou wyit znau 
it, that J ame pꝛincipall officer in 
houſe of the god ol loue: and Jam 
nampd by my ryght name, defire.; Jud 
with the fo:ce of this chylde / J reſp&s 
defende all hoopes: And wich the beau 
tie of this Image J cauſe 5ᷣ affections 
wher w J b2ople and enklame the lyues 
as thou maiſt ſe by this pʒiſoner whom 
J lede in to the pꝛiſone of loue: who all 
onely by dethe hopeth his delyuerance. 
Whan this toꝛmentour hadde ſhewed 
me all theſe thynges, we mountyd vp. 
ſharpe c an hygh mountapne, that fur⸗ 
ther to trauaylle, my fozee fayled, and 
with greate payne, we arpupd to the 
heyght. In receyuynge this aunſwer, 
then I ſtudyed, how to thanke hem of 
the grate nne me: — 
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ther w ſodenly he vanyſhed fro mp pꝛe⸗ 
ſence. This was in the begynnynge of 


the night, wherfoze J coulde not kepe 
my wape, noꝛ knowe whether Iſhulde 


dꝛawe, foꝛ the darkenes of the nighte, x 


the ſmall knowledge that J had of the 
tolitrep. Howbeit J thought it beſt not 


to returne noz to departe fro the palce, 
| Chat J was in. Then J began to courſe 

mpne aduenture, abandonyng my ſelfe 
fro all hope, abiding there my p-rdicts, 


Thus in p myddes of my tribulacyon; | 


Ineuer repentyd of that J had done, 
foz J eſtemyd better to leſe mp lyfe, ac⸗ 


complyſhynge vertue: then to ſaue it, 


doing the contrary. Thus J was all þ 
nyght in heupnes and trauelous con- 
templacion.And when the light of the 
day diſcoueryd ß wayes, I ſawe befoze 


me on the moſt higheſt place of moun | 
tapne a tower ſo hygh, that me ſempyd | 
it atteynyd to the heuyn. Hit was made 


by ſuche artifice, that of the ran 
therof, Fbegan to meruapll, 6 Nur. 
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ned my ſelke to the roote therof, The 
tytneofferyy me more to feare, then to 
regard o ndte it, beholding the ſtrange 
e ouerage t newelte of the edefice , The 
tj] fundac:0 wheron it was koundyd, was 
e of a ſtone clere and ſtronge of nature, 
Qt wherupõ was reyſed. iu. great pillers 
e, | of violet marbte, ſo fay2e, and ſo hygh, 
e | beponde the comon fo2me,that it was 
de meruapll how they were ſyſteynyd. A- 
| boue the whiche was fabnucate a tower 
uu. ſquare, the moſt ſtrongeſt that could 
„be deuiſed: on euery ſquate therof, on $ 
height there ſtode an humapn Image, 
t. made of metall, paynted w they: owne 
s colours, one tawnp, another blacke 
the thirde gray, eche of them holding a 
chayne in theyꝛ handes, made of great 
foʒce. And on the heyght of the tower; 
ther was a pynacle full of great clere⸗ 
nes # light, compng kro a taye of light 
iſluyng dut of the tower. J harde. ir; 
watches who neuer ſeaced but ſtill wa: 


nayled could not tell what to thynke 
02 to ſay, Thus beyng in great dought 
and confuſion; q ſawe ioynynge to the 
marbell a ſtayʒe mountyng to the gate 
of the tower, wherof the entre was ſo 
darke, that to mount vp. ſemyd impolſt 
ble: how be it, Þ deliberyd; wyllynge 
rather to go to my perdicyon in moun- 
tyng.then to ſaue my ſelf with tarieng. 
Thus takyng harte, I began to moũte 
and when J was vp. tit. ſteppes, J 
found a doze of Iron, the which ſatiſki⸗ 
ed me rather to taſt W my handes, then 
to attapne therto by ſyghte, by reaſon 
of 8 darknes that J was in. Ind when 
I came to the gate, J founde ther a poz 
ter, of whome J demaundyd licens to 
entre. He aunſwered, how he was con- 
tent, ſo that fyʒſt I ſhuld leue behynde 
me myne armure. I grauntyd hym to 
leue ſuche as J bare cuſtomably vpon 
me. Then he fayd: My ffrend it ape⸗ 
rith well. that of the vſage #cuſtome c 

this houſe thou knowelt but lytle: The 
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armoure that ) demaunde and thoſe 
i that it behoneth the to leue, ate ſuche 
as the harte is wonte to be dekendyd 
withall, fro heupnes à ſozowe, as are: 
hope, reſt, # contentacion: foz to haue 
thoſe condicions, ther may none ioy of 
the demaunde that thou deſpꝛeſt. Ind 
when Jknew his entenſion , withoute 
any further adupſe, aunſwered x aſſu 
e tyd hym, that J was come thyther with 
out any of thoſe armours. Thẽ he graũ 
tyd the openyng of the gate, ⁊ ſo with 
greate trauaill and ſoze trouble, I arp⸗ 
nſupd to the height of the tower, where J 
uh kounda nother poztcr. who demaundyd 
ot me as þ other dyd. And when J had 
made hym lyke aunſwere, he gaue me 
place to entre. Then J went all the 
eſlength of the tower, and enteryd in to 
08 halle, where in ß myddes therof ſtode 
wh chayꝛe brennynge fult of kyꝛe: in the 
ewhiche ſatte he who made to me the re⸗ 
Aaueſt, and cauſer of my perdicion. And 

mne epen were lo chargyd w regar⸗ 
# B. iii. dyng 


ding of this ouerage, #mp,:tonge-was 
lo oppꝛeſſed, that i coutd demaund no 
queſtiõ of all theſe metuails: And as J 
regardyd them, J ſawe the. ii. chaynes 
that the Images held on the height on 
p tower, were faſt tyed about this pooze 
captyue pꝛyſoner, who alwapes bent, 
and neuer conſumyd. Then J ſaw two 
ſozowful women, they: faces ful of we: 
pynges and dolours . They oꝛdeyned 
to ſette on his hed with greate crueltie, 
a crowne full of ſharpe poyntes of ſtea-| 
le, without pyte, perſyng his hed to the] 
b:ayne,Alſother was a blacke mozion, | 
veſtured inpelowe. who came often ty-| | 
mes t a great fawchon, to ſtrike hym, 
and euer {| faw how the pacient recey⸗ 
ued the ſtrokes with a ſhelde, ſubtilly 
ifluyng out of his hedde : the which £0: 
uered hym to the feete. J ſaw other. ili. 
ſeruaũtes ryght diligent, who bzought 
hym meate on a blacke cloth, and with 
great fury gaue him mete of bitter taſt ! 
And on the one ſyde of the table Jſawe| f 


= 


an 


an olde man ſyt in a chatte lenynge his 
o hedde in ane of his handes be a man 
J| folitary in thought a penſyfenes. All 
«| theſe thynges J could cant ſe fo2 the 
n | darkenes of the towre : hut by reaſon ot 
e a clere ſhynynge lyght. that ſluyd out 
t, ok the priſoners harte, which gaue clere 
zol lyghte ouer all. And when this: priſa⸗ 
e: ner ſaw me ſo aſtonyd, to ſe thinges ot 
d luche myſtery; And that he ſaw tyme to 
e. pay me w his woꝛdes, though he were 
a:| not in mp det yet to gyue me ſome reſt. 
he] & ſolacious comfozte, with his diſcrete 
n,| reaſons , medlyd with piteous wepyn⸗ 
p: ges, he began to ſap in this maner. 
n, The pziſoner. — 
j | Ome parte of wp harte J (hall 
SD viccouer, as J oughte. to do, fox 
os] © the ſozowe that J haue of the, ac⸗ 
li. coꝛdyng to thy deſerte, how beit, thou 
ſeiſt well that in my trybulaciõ J haue 
no powꝛe, to feale any other maus cuil; 
|] myne owne is ſo great, I pꝛap the take 
o koꝛ latiſtactiõ, not that J do but that A 
82 71 B.itit. delpze 


delire uf ch dommpng hytheo Jaume the 
cauſe, A ame he whome thou laweſt led 

as a pꝛiſonet bycauſe nt the tribulaciõ 
that thou arte in thouknoweſt me not. 

| Tozneagayneto thy ſpirites and take 
reſt, and qupet iudgement, to thentent 
thou mapſt be ententyue to that J wyll 
lay. Thy tomyng was to remedy me, 
mp woꝛdes ſhall be to aduertyſe , who 
Jame. I ſhall ſhew the, and of the my⸗ 
ſteryes that thou haſt ſcene, J (hall in⸗ 
fourme the. The cauſe of my pꝛiſon, # 
wold thou knewdeſt, and J requyze the 
to delpuer me it it be in thy puiſſaunce, 
knowe foz certapne, J ame Lereano 
ſonne to duke Guerro,whome god pers 
don, c of the duches Colerea, my byzthe 
was in this realme, where thou arte 
pteſent, named Macedonta, my foztune 
oꝛdeynyd that J became amoꝛous of 
Laureola doughter to kynge Guallo, 
who at this pꝛelent tyme teygneth, who 
I chuld rather haue fledde fro, then to 
haue fallen in to the trace of loue Ju 

„ 10 34.4 pe⸗ 


ſpecially in ſo hygh a place, but as the 
fp:ſt mouynge, maye not excuſe me in 
ſtede of foꝛſakynge therof,by reaſon J 
haue confermpyd it by good wyl. Alſo lo 
ue hath vanquyſhed me , # bzought me 
into this howle, namyd the Caſtell of 
loue. who neuer perdonyth, fozhe ſeing 
diſplayed the vailes of mp deſpze, hathe 
b:oughte me in to þ ſtate that thou ſeiſt 
me in, and to the entent, thou ſhuldeſt 
the better note and marke the kundaci⸗ 
on of this, and of al that thou haſt ſene, 
thou ſhalt know that the ſtone, wheron 
the pꝛyſon is foundyd,ts my fayth,who 
| determineth vtterly to ſuffre thedolour 
of this payne, foz the welth of his cull; 
The great pyllers that are aſſyſted to 
this ſtone, ary my vnderſtandynge,mp 
reaſon, my memozy, # my wyll, whom 
amours commaundpd to apere befoze 
his preſence;;oz he wolde gyue any ſen⸗ 
tence apon me. And the better to execute 
on me his true tuſtyce ſdemaundyd of 
eche of theus, pt they tonſentyd that 
B. v. thuld 
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ſhuld be taken priſoner, bicauſe if any 
ofthem wolde not haue conſentyd, he 
molde haue aſopled me fro papne and 
blame, to the whiche demaunde all. uit. 
aunſwerd in this maner. Firſt vnderſtã 
dynge ſaid: J conſent to the euul of the 
papne, foꝛ the welth of the cauſe, wher⸗ 
koꝛe my wyll is, that he be taken. Then 
yd Reaſon ::# J conſent not allonely 
chat he be in pꝛiſon, but J oꝛdeyne that 
he there abyde, and dye: fo2 it were bet⸗ 
ter foꝛ hym the happy deth, then to lyue 
in diſpayꝛe coſidering foꝛ whom he ſhal 
ſuffre it. Then fayd Memoꝛp, (pn that 
vuderſtanding a reaſon. cõſentyth that 
without deth he can not be.deltuered; 
then pmyſe,he ſhall neuer fo2get it,. but 
alwayes haue it in his remembꝛaunte. 
Then ſayd wyll: ſeyng it is thus J will 
then be the key of his pꝛiſone, and deter 
myne alwayes to be perſecuter, of wyll 
and deſyꝛe. This ſeing the god of loue 
who aught to haue ſauid me, cõdemned 
mne, gaue this cruell ſentence agayull 
C134; 4 me. 


me. As:foz$4ii. images ſtanding on 
| walles of Þ tow2e eche ot them of a con 
| trary colour as tawnp, blacke, æ gray; | 
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The one is heuynes, the other anguiſh; | 
and the thude trauaill. The cheynes in 
theyz handes are their ſtrengthes, wher 
with then holde faſte tyed the harte in 
ſuch wyſe that it can recouer none cafe | 
no: reſt. The great clerenes a ſhynyng. 
that the Egle hath in his bek d; wynges 
as thou haſt: ſcne in the hyghelt parte 
of the to we, whiche is myne inwardes 
thoughtes, whiche hath ſo great clere⸗ 
nes in it ſelfe; that it ſuffiſeth to enlu⸗ 
myne ß darknes of this clowdy pꝛilon. 
and the fozce therof is ſo great that the 
ſtrength ol the thick walles, can not let 
it, but that it wyll attaigne to the Eglo 
in ſuche wyſe, p they wyll go to gether; 
in cõpanv, bycauſe they are the thinges 
that mountyth and aſtendyth hygheſt, 
fo: the which cauſe my pꝛyſon is in the 
hygheſt place of tye lande. The. ii. wat⸗ 
ches that thou hereſt, ſo n wat 
£34 cyyng 


chyng, be Miſhap, 4 Hate. They be ot 
that deuiſe p̊ no hope noꝛ remedp ſhuld 
entre into me. p darke ſtayꝛes to mount 
on, is anguyſh, wheron J mountpd, as 
thou ſeyſt. The fyꝛſt poꝛtet was deſyze, 
who to all heupnes openpth the gate. 
Thherkoꝛe he ſayd to the þ thou ſhuldeſt 
lene al thyne armure of pleaſoute. The 
other pozter was toʒmẽt, who bꝛought 
me hyther, who is of the ſame codicys, 
The chayꝛe of fiex wherin thou ſeiſt me 
ſyt, is my iuſte affection, whole flames 
alwayes bꝛynneth in myne entrayles. 
The. u. women Þ gaue me the trown of 

marty:dom ate called payne ⁊̃ paſſpon, 
ho ſatiſfveth my fayth with this pꝛe⸗ 
ſent reward. The olde man ß thou ſeyſt 
ſyt in lo great ſtudy, vepzeſenteth great 
thought a penſykenes  greuous care 
@lolicitude; The which ( ioyned with $ 
other eupls) maͤniſheth my pooꝛe Iyfe, 
The blacke moze-veſturydan pelowe, 


4 


who traneyletl to take awaye iny lyfe, 
eld that illu⸗ 
eth 


ts named difpayze,vthe 
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eth out ok my hed defending me kro his 
ſtrokes,is my wytte, who (ſeynge Þ diſ⸗ 
papꝛe wold flee me) cõmandeth me to de 
fende my lyfe, cõſyderyng the deſerte of 
Laureola, he comaundeth me to deſpze 
long life w ſufferance, rather then with 
deth to make an ende. The black baoꝛ | 
foʒ me to eate on, is ferme ſtedfaſtneſſe | 
wheron J eate. Thynke-# lepe,theron | 
are the heuy meates, of myne contepla⸗ 
tiõs. The.iii.diligẽt ſeruãtes 8̊ ſerueth 
me, are named, eupl, payne and dolour, 
One bereth the meat of doubtkulneſſe, 
wherof J eate.a nother bereth diſpayze 
wherin þ meat is bzought.x another be 
reth p cup of tribulatio, wherin J dzink 
dꝛawing water fro Þ hart to the eyen; 
fro Þ eien ta the mouth. ow iudge thy 
ſelf, if I be wel ſerued, if J haue nede ol 
remedy þ ſeyſt. I tequpꝛe the ſyn $ arte 
here aryued that thou wylt ſerche foz 
me ſome remedy.# ſoꝛow myne eupll;F 
deſy2ze of the none other good; but that 
Laureols map bs aduertyſed 4 . 

Pp 


by the ſtate how thou ſeyſt me, and per 
aduentute thou wylt excuſe the bycaule 
thou ſeyſt me fayle powerto matze the ar 
recompente. J requyze the let it not be 
vndone foꝛ that cauſe, fo: moze vertue t 
it is to remedy them that be in ttibula⸗ 
tion, then to ſuſteyne them that be in b 
pꝛolperite:let thy woꝛkes be ſuche, that it 
thou repente not thy ſelfe, fo lacke of Ft 
doynge it, when thou myghteſte haue n 


¶ The aunſwer of the auctour PU! 
* to Lauteola. k 


hy woꝛdes ſhewe well, thatloue | 
"WL hath taken and occupieth thy ly⸗ t 
bertie, but not thy vertue, the whi⸗ © 
che J pꝛoue by that J ſe in the, to be u 
moe redyer to dye, then to ſpeke: how it 
beit, thou haſt foꝛcyd thy wyll, to pꝛoue f 
the werynes ot my lyfe, ud ynge what t 
fo; trauels paſſyd, # foꝛ m ſdipeitude l 
pꝛeſent, that JF haue but mall hope to 
lpue, a without doubt, ſo tts, fo thou 
cauſeſt mp perdition, deſpzyngovough- 
00 tes 
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tes-remedy, and pet thou doeſt remedy 
the lame, as a perfight iudge. And ſu⸗ 
rely J haue hadde no leſſe pleaſour to 
heare the, then J haue had ſoꝛowe to ſe 
the. Foz by thy perſone is well ſene thy 
payne, c by thy reaſons knowen is th 
bountie, in gyuvnge ſocout and apde 
to the nedy / lyke as thou haſt doe now 
to me. Foꝛ J conſpderynge the ſtrange 
myſteries of this thy pzyſon, J doubted 
of my ſaluacyon, beleuynge all had ben 
but illuſions done by arte diabolycke, 
rather then by any cõdycyon amozous. 
Foz this thou haſt ſhewed me thanke 
the, and nowe J knowe what thon 
arte, J thynke well enployed the tra⸗ 
uayli that J haue enduryd fo2 thy ſake, 
the knowledge of the mozalite of theſe 
figures, hath ryght well pleaſed ine, foꝛ 
though J well regardyd them pet fo2 
lacke of knowledge my harte was in 
captyupte and paſone, and now J ame 
out of doubte feare. And where as thog 
has cõmaundyd me, that Achal ana 
4001 now⸗ 


mowlege to Laureola in what caſe JN 
haue ſene p the which to do J fynd gret 
perel foz a man ofa ſtrange naciõ, what 
maner x fo:me ſhuld he kynde to execute 
ſuch a meſſage, Jhane not alonely this 
doubt but dyuerce other: The rudenes 
ct dulnes of mp wytte, the dyfference o 
oure ſpeche a tonge, the noblenes o 
Laureola, and the grauite of this be 
ſynes, ſo that in this caſe J fynde but 
{mall remedy , but alonely my good 
will, whiche vanquyſſith all other in⸗ 
conuententes and daungers foz to thy 
ſeruice J offre my ſelke as moche as 
though J hadde bene thyne owne ſer 
uant all the dayes of mp lyffe. And J 
pꝛomyſe the p with good hart J (hal ac 
cõpliſh to my power al thy cõmandemẽ 
tes. A pꝛay to god, Þ may be as: happy 
as J ame deſp2ous to ſerue the ſo that 
thy deliuerance map bere witnes of my 
true dilygence ſo great affeccion/F bere 
to the,#ſo moche J ame bound toloue 
thy noblenes that ik J myght 9 
77 p 


chy trybulacions J chuld repute my 
e (cife well rewardyd foz all my traupls, 
its ſo that in the meane tyme thou wylt 
bere al maner of aſſautes pacyently in 
truſtyng vpon me that when J returne 
and bꝛyng Þ any remedy ß thou mayſte 
take ſuche cozage in thy lyke, that thou 
mayſt feale the ſparkels therof, 
The Auctoz, 

Hen J had endyd myne aunſewze 

Ito Lereano, then I deptyd fro hym 

and lernyd the waye to the cytie of 
Suria where as lay pkyng of Maze- 
donia, which was halfe a iourney fro 
priſone fro whence J deptyd . Thus J 
came to the coutte, # wente to þ palays 

to treat, and to ſe þ maner of the people 

of that courte, and to regarde the fone 
and ſituacion of the palapce, and how 

J myght reſozte, goo, come, 02 abyde, 

to entre in to the enterpaice, that Þ had 

in hand, And this dyd dpuers dayes, 

to lerne and to ſe, what way ſhulde be 
beſt moſte couenable to * ö 

. 4 e 


"the moze J ſtudyed the leſſe diſpoſytton 
J kound to attapne to that Jdefſpzyd & 
when J had ſerched al maner dk wayes 
I thought moſt auapleable to iny pur⸗ 
poſe to acquaynte my ſelfe w the pong 
ktourters and with the pꝛincipall of 5 
tourte: fo generally among them is 
found good maner and curteſye, and 
thus J dꝛew ſo longe to theyz company 
with in a bꝛeue tyme J was eſtemydde 
among thein as though J had bene one 
of they: ꝓpꝛe nacion, and at laſt Þ fell 
in aquayntance among the ladyes, and 
Iytle and lytle J fell in acquayntance 
with the ladye Laureola, and dyuerce 
tymes J rccountyd to her of the mer⸗ 
uayls of ſpayne and of other places, 
where as J had bene. The whiche ſhe 
gretly delyghtyd to here. Then J ſeyng 
my ſelfe in maner with her as a ſeruant 
Ithonght then J myght ſhewe her that 
thyng that J deſy:yd, and on a day as 
IJ ſaw her aparte fro other ladyes J 
knelpd downe and ſayd as „ 1 
. j 
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Che Auctoz to Laureola. 

*# Tis leſte goodnes to perdone the 

great püpffante perſones, when 

- they” hate dleruyd treſpace then 
to be teuengyd vpon the ſomple a ſinall 
pſonages, when they haue done iniury, 
fo: p one wyll make amendes by reaſon 
of theyꝛ honout and the other are perdo 
nyd by vertue, the whiche is due to be 
'vlyd — greate perſonages, and 
moſt ſpecyally to noble ladyes x gentle 
women hauing noble hartes accozding 
to they2 birth, they ought naturally to 
haue pyte in thep2 condictons.Lady J 
lay thys fo2 peraduenture in ſhewyng 


to you myne entent,'{ ſhalbe reputyd 


to bolde, not hauyng reſpecte to your 
great magnyficens. In the begynnyng 
02 J was determpned to ſpeake to pou, 
J was in great doubt. But at the ende 
Ithoucghte it foꝛ the beſt, that yf ye en⸗ 
tteate me, inhumaynlpy, to ſuffre p payn 
foʒ my ſpeakyng, rather then to endure 
in dolout foꝛ beynge ſtyll. Lady ye ſhal 
1 52 C. ii. knowe 


knowe that rydyngeon a daye among 
ſharpe mountayns, J-fawe by the com 
mandement of Amours, how Lereano 
ſonne to duke Guerro, was taken e led 
to pꝛiſon as a paſoner; who pꝛayed me 
to apde hym in his trouble and beſynes 
By whoſe occaſion J lefte the waye of 
my reſte and toke the daungerous way 
of his trauayle ; and after that J hadde 
longe gone with hym, J ſawe ho we he 
was put in to a ſwete puſone as toward 
his wyll, but it was ryght bytter, as to 
his lyfe: foz there he ſuſteyneth all the 
euyls and paynes of the woꝛzld: Dolo 
turmenteth hym, paſſyo foloweth hym, 
diſpaire diſtroteth him, deth manaſheth 
hym, payne erecuteth hym, thoughtes f 
waketh hym, deſp2e troubleth hym, he f 
uynes codemneth hym, his fapth wpllj u 
not ſaue hym, c J knewe by hym, that u 
all this ye are the cauſe, And J-tudgy fl 
by that Z ſawe hym,his dolour(whichq b 
he kepethe ſecrete in his mynde) to bi ſt 
98 greater (hen dee h1 
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to me by wepinges but by realon ok the 
ſyghte, ß J ſeof your pꝛelence, J fynde 
that his toꝛment is not without a iuſte 
cauſe, And W ſoze ſyghes iſſupnge fro 
hig harte, he deſpzed me to gyue pou 
knowledge of his euyl:his requeſt was 
wich payne #dolour.x my obedience,of 
pure copaſſpon of His payne x tonnent, 
though J iudge you cruel. pet by þ fre: 
quẽtatiò of your getlenes I ſe ⁊ thinke 

ye be piteous, ᷑ not wont teaſon:t̃oꝛ by 

to reaſou of pour excellẽt fapzenes x dignt 
hey te, he beleueth the one, a by pour noble 
codictonhopethon þ other:x his payne 

n.] wherof ye be cauſer, yf ye wyll remedy 
th W pitie accoꝛdyng to his deſeruinge,ye 
es halbe thẽ pꝛaiſed aboue al other womẽ 
e Þ euer were. Remembꝛe nowe, # behold 
pl] whether it is better to be pꝛayſed foꝛ gp 
ath uynge remedy, ozels to be blampd fo; 
x} lepng of hym.Colpder how moch ye be 
hq boũd to hym ß fo: al his paſſiõ c aduer 
ga lite, yet he doth ſerue you, if ye remedy 
ed hym the he is p occaſio to cauſe you to 


as moch as god maye do, foꝛ it is of no 
leſſe eſteme, the redemer, then is 8 crea⸗ 
to2: fo2 in takynge fro hym the deth ye 
ſhall do as moche, as god to gyue hym 
lyfe. J knowe not what excuſe ye can 
make not to remedy hym, without ye be 
leue that lleynge is a vertue.  deſpze 
of you none other good; but to be ſoꝛy 
fo: his euyll and payne. This delp:e 
ſhall be to pou nothynge greuable: fo: 
he had rather endure in hym ſelfe ſtyll 
payne and aduerſite, then to cauſe pou 
to feale any payne & diſpleaſour. This 
my bolde ſpeakynge condemneth me, 
but the dolour of hym that hathe ſente 
me, aſſopleth me agapne, his payne is 
ſo great, that none euyll can come to nit 
to be equall to his payne. J requpꝛe 
your gentienes, let pour aunſwer be cõ⸗ 
foꝛtable to your vertue, and not to the 
kercenes that ve ſhew by your regardes 
And in pour ſo doynge, ye ſhalbe pꝛay⸗ 
ſed, and J reputyd a good meſlenger; 
and the paynefull pꝛiſoner Lereans, de 
lyyered 
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as thoitaste f Spaygne;thy; reaſons 


and thydy feſþula kyniche tagether, but 
thou-beyngea ſtraunger (a 3 
ceyue the payne that thau det 

Andas fozthepytic 00 hp 5 
to be in me. I wold nende ws 

in uche iy caſes, doubtefyll zuſticg 
crueltie ig as rvue and dewe e 
mence oz pitie, the. whiche *; 
ererute pon the. Taue eee u. 
welthes . he one, therby al other ſhuld 
take enſample ot keare. And the other. 
all noble women ſhulde be eſtemed and 
reputed accoꝛdynge to theyz demerites. 
How be it, if thy fgle hardynes,requyze 
punycion, vet my mekenes.and jough 
eee 4 


4 iii 


it be agaynſi he tyght waye of tulticer i 
fo: not alonelpltoꝛ thy fole hardyneſſe e 


thou oughteſte to dye, but allo foz the 
offence that chan halt done agaynit m 
bountie and vertne. 5 which chou halt 
ſette in the balance of doubt; bycauſe 
this that then haſte ſayde to me, yk it 
came to knowledge of ſun dy perſons; 
ſome wolde beleue that thou koundeſte 
me redy apatelled to accompiylhe-thy 
depze, as in hating pprse of the payne 
of Lereano, Thou oughteſt to thynke 
that my dignyte ſhulde haus put the in 
feare; rather then His kole hatdines to 
haue made the ſo bolde. yt thou entend 
any further to pꝛocute his liberte, thou 
ö Chefor ts be NG: — 
thy ſelfe in perell:therkode J adupſet 
Rage thow-arte a ſtraungev, ſeke foz 
thy naturall ſepulture, and not in Ma⸗ 
cedonia and tocomoy with the in ſuch 
maters, J offende mp tonge, therkoꝛe J 
wyll lay no moꝛe but wyl thou know 
that this that Fenn 
* ent, 
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ent, and yk any hope be in the toſpeake 
any further in this caſe, thy lyfe ſhalbe 
horte, oz if thou thynke to come to me 
with any mo ſuch ambaſſades, 
The Auctoꝛ. 
Hen Laureola had endyd her woz⸗ 
des, J ſawe well her reaſons were 
ſhozt, but longe was her trouble a 
difpleafour, So I departed fro her, a 
thought vpõ many thynges the which 
greyoufly tozmentpd me. J remembzed 
how farre J was out of Spapne, c oł 
my longetaryengthence. Alſo I callyd 
to my _ 5 great dolour of Lereano 
ſoze miſtrutyng his helthe, J percey 
ued well: could not accoplyſh that J 
vis purpoſyd to do, as to byng Lerea 
no to lpberte Wout great perel pet J de 
tevihpned to folow myne enterp2yſe, du 
tyng m lyfe, oꝛels to bꝛynge Lereano 
ſome hope ot relefe, And w this purpo⸗ 
ſe, the next day J went to ß palays to ſe 
what caũtenance Laureola made: and 
whẽ ſhe ſaw me, ſhe entreatcd me as lhe 
1120 C;v, was 


mas atcuſtomyd to do befoze, without 
thangynge of her pozte oz chere: wholt 
tyre demcanour. bzought-me; in greate 
ſuſpecte. I thought ſhe dyd it to pꝛoue 
yk wolde returne agayne to entre in 
to my fyꝛſte reaſons, J fearyd leſte (he 
hadde diſſimuled to cauſe meto take co 
rage to haue ſpoken agayne foꝛ Lerea⸗ 
no, and then to haue punyſched me fo; 
my folyſhe enterpꝛice. So J coulde not 
tell wherto to truſte;thus I paſſed that 
daye and dynerce other and euer in 
thought by the apparence that could 
ſe by her, that J hadde moe cave to be 
bolde, then reaſon to feare. And in that 
byleue, wayted a tyme conurgient; i 
ſpake with her agayne, ſhemynge my 
ſelke fearefull, though J was not ſa 41 
dede. Foꝛ in ſuch beſynes, and withiſus 
che perſons, it is behouable to fynde 
ſome doubtfull turbation: foz; in ſuche 
taſes, to moche holdenes ig reputyd fo 
lne;foz therby myghte be thought; that 
the dignyte,nozauctoate of the perſpny 
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were not eſtemed. Therfoze to ſaue me 
tro that errour, 4 ſpake to her with no 
great audacite, but in a fearefull maner 
So J ſhewedher all that J thought co 
uenient, foꝛ the rcemedy of Lereano, but 
her aunfwer was accoꝛdyng to the fyꝛſt 
ſauyng ſhe was not ſo foꝛce, no2 in ſuch 
diſpleaſour with me, as ſhe was befoze, 
Pow be it, in her woꝛdes, ſhe gaue me 
knowledge, that J chulde be ſtyll and 
holde my peace, but pet me thought her 
continance-gaue me lycence to ſpeake. 
And thus euer when J founde tyme x 
e place, I requpꝛed her to haue pitie vpõ 
Lereano. And ſo diuers tymes J found 
her aunfwers ſharpe in woꝛdes a meke 
in countenance. And when J had well 
in aduyſed al her demeanout, J hoped vp 
pon ſome pꝛofytte, ſeynge in her dyuers 
thynges:, wherby an amoꝛous harte 
myght be knowen:foꝛ euer when J ſaw 
her alone, (ſhe was penſyfe and full of 
al] ſtudy. And when ſhe was amonge com⸗ 
paup;ſhe wolde not be mery, ſhe abhoꝛ⸗ 
T ryd 


ſhe wolde gyue ſozeſighes. Ind if Lere 
ano hadde bene named in her pꝛeſence, 
ſhe wolde ſodeynly ſtarte, and leue her 


ted company, and to be alone was het 
pleaſour, often tymes ſhe wolde fayne 
her ſelfe ſyke, to eſchewe other pleaſurs 
and if ſhe were eſpyed, ſhe wolde fayne 
ſome dolour o2 payne, and often tbvmes 


compnge, and bluſhe redde as a roſe x 


agayne pale: her voyce wolde change, 
and her mouth ware dꝛye, and though 
the coueryd her thoughtes as moch as 
was poſſyble, yet her piteous paſſpon, 
ſurmounted her diſcrete diſſimulation, 
(J-ſay) pitefulnes, fo2 without doubte, 
accoꝛdyng as ſhe ſhewed after, ſhe recey 
ued theſe alterations,moze of pytie, the 
of loue. Yowbeit J thought otherwyle 
in her, ſeynge the tokens that J ſawe in 
her, I thoughte my felfe halfe ſpedde of 
foine good hope, and therwith J ſpedde 
me to Lereano, and after that J hadde 
ſhewed hym all p was paſſyd bytwene 
me and Laureola. Then J „ 
WI. ym 


hym to wꝛpte to her, offerpnge my ſelfe 
to bere the lettre, and though he was as 
thenmoze redyer to remẽbꝛe what was 
beſt fo2 hym to do, to wzite 02 not. At 
laſt he toke ynke and paper, and wzote 
ſuche reaſons as foloweth. 
¶ The lettre fro Lereano 
to Laureola. 

AI J hadde as good reaſon to wzite 
to pou, as J haue to loue. Then W 
out feare, J durſtc be bolde to do it 

but to thynke to wꝛyte to you troubleth 

my wytte, ſo that J leſe myne vnderſta- 
dynge.Therfoze oꝛ J begynne, fynde 
my ſelfe at a greate confuſpon: My be⸗ 
leue ſayth Þ may do it boldly:and pour 
hyghnes putteth me in feare & doubte. 

In the one J kynde hope, ⁊ in the other 

diſpayze:at the ende J agreed to wꝛyte, 

but myne vnhap is to begyn in Þhoure 
ok ſo20w, foꝛ ouerlate it is, now to com⸗ 

plapne me fo J am now in 5 caſe, if J 

haue deſeruyd any grace oz merite, ther 

is nygh no thynge lekte lpupnge my 
| to fele 


to fele it ſauyng alonely my trůe fapth, 
whiche can not dye, as foz my harte is 
without ſtrength, and my ſoule without 
power, and my wytte without memozp. 
How be it yf it wold pleaſe you to ſhewe 
meſo moche mercy, as to theſe my pꝛe⸗ 
ſente reaſons, to make ſome aunſwer: 
the true fapth that J bere you, ſhulde 
then ſuffice, to reſtoze agayne in me, all 
the pattes that are deſtroyed, J repute 
my ſelte culpable, to demaunde of you 
any reward, and neuer dyd you ſeruyce, 
and thaygh ve take my ſeruyce ⁊ payne 
in good Free, vet pe paye me alwayes 
with doubtfull thoͤughtes. ye may ſap: 
how ame J ſo bolde to wzite to you, vet 
haue no meruayl therof, foꝛ your beau⸗ a 
tie cauſeth myne affection, and the af-Þ** 
fection myne deſy2e. and deſyꝛe p payne ſſl 
and the payne cauſeth the boldnes. And ip 
fo: this that J haue done, yf pe thynke / 
F haue deſerued deth, cõmaund to gyrie 
it me: Foz it were better fo2 me to dye] 
_ fo: yourcauſe.then to lpue _— the 
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hope of pour good wpll: Ind to ſay the 
th, without yr gyue me the deth, 
chall gyue it my lelte, to fond therby the 
[ybertie, the which lyuynge J haue ſer⸗ 
el chyd fo2. This wolde J do, and it were 
not that J ſhulde leue vou defamyd, as 
to be rcenompd a murtherer. Unhappy 
ſhulde be that remedye to deiyuer me 
out of papne, and to cauſe vou to bere 
lame, Therfoze in eſchewynge of all 
uch mcouententes, I requpꝛe you ſend 
me pour lettre, as a reward foꝛ all myne 
euyls, that I ſlee not mp ſelfe, foꝛ I can 
g not iyue with that J ſuffre Imp deth 
ſhuld ſo toche your honoꝛ, that all the 
dayes of your lyfe ye ſhuld be dekamyd. 
And yf it maye pleaſe pou to do me any 
elefe tarp not, noꝛ be not lowe leſt pe 
e ſchall haue no tyme to repent vou no2 no 
d = to redeme me. | 
e ¶ The auctoꝛ. 
ie Nd where as Lercano accdzdpng 
"Ye to the grauite of his paſſy9s wold 
je ther haue executed his nung 
je! then 


then vſyng pꝛudent dilcreciõ, foʒ all hi 
payne wꝛote no larger, foz that he yt 
wzpten was ſufficyẽt to cauſe Lauteo 
to knowe hys eupil and payne, fo whe! 
letters be wꝛyten at length, that is vſy 
when the wꝛiter thynketh, that the rede 
hath as good wyll to rede them, as tht 
ſender hath to waite thein, but Laureo 
was qupte deliuered fro that pſumpci 
wherfoze he extendyd hys letter no lar 
ger. The which when it was endyd, 
retcepupd. with greate heuines, to ſe th! 
ſoꝛe wepyng that Laureano made, th! 
which J felt moze, then J can expꝛeſſ 
Then J went fro hym and ſpedde me tt 
Laureola, a when J came ther as ſh 
was, I found a tyme pꝛopyſe to ſpeke t 
her, and oz Jdelyuered the letter, J ſaid 
to her as foloweth. 11 
¶ The auctoꝛ to Laureola, 
Vue excellent Lady, fy2ſt oꝛ I 
Aan thynge to you J require poi 
to recepue the dolour + paynę o 
me pour pooze kaptiue, foz the difchary | 
gyng 


ging of mpne impoꝛtunat ſuet, foꝛ wher 
ſo euer pe ſhall fpnde me of cuſtome, F 
ſhalbe euer moze tedy to ſerue pou thẽ to 
be impoztunate. And ſurely Lereano en 
dureth moze payne foz the trouble that 
ye receyue, then foz the paſſiõ that he ſuf 
freth, wherof he wold excuſe hym ſelke 
though his wyll deſire to ſuſtre it to the 
eutent that it ſhuld not trouble pou, pet 
his ſowle deſireth not to ſuffre but ra⸗ 
ther to be in reſte. The one cõmaun⸗ 
deth hym to be ſtyll, and the other byd- 
deth hym put oute his voyce. But tru⸗ 
li ſtyng in pour vertue, his dolour is op⸗ 
pꝛeſſyd, deſyꝛyng to put all his euyll in 
to pour pꝛeſence, beleuyng on the one 
parte ye ſhuld be dangerous, 4 on the 
my other parte that it ſhulde caule you to 
haue compaſſyon. Beholde how many 
wayes he deſeruyth meryte, to fozget 

a his trouble he deſyꝛeth the deth and not 
ol withoute pe conſent therto, and bycauſe 
it ſhuld not be ſaid that ye conſent ther⸗ 
4 to he delpzeth the like, in that he receued 
D. his 


His payne to be happy, and fo2 lacke of 
his deſp2e, he loſeth his vnderſtan- 
dyng,and to pꝛayſe pour beawte,he de- 
ſyꝛeth avde of all the wozlde. Beholde 
how moche pe are bounde to him, foʒ he 
pꝛapſeth them that diſtroyeth hun, he 
bath all his remembzance vpon that 
thyng that is the occaſpon of all his e⸗ 
uyl, and by aduenture J ſhuld be ſo vn 
happy that he ſhuld leſe his loue by my 


interceſſion, which he hath deſeruyd by 
reaſon of his faythfull harte:yet J had 
rather J were dede, wherfoze J requpꝛe 
vou to receyue this letter fro hym, and 
in the redyng therof to ſhew hym ſome 
mercy, fo: the payne that he hathe ſuf- 
keryd, and yf pe blame hym ye are moze 
culpable then he, foz that pe haue ſut᷑⸗ 
feryd hym to endure payne ſo longe, ve 
perceyue well the ſozow that he is in by 
the woꝛdes in his letter, the which tho⸗ 
ugh his mouth ſpake them, « his hand 
wzote them, yet his dolour dydde 02s 
depne and deuiſe them, e as god ſende 
you 


hym, and therby do away his debtlite,@ 


to ſay what thou lyſt, pet I ame a" 


pou parte of heuen as pe haue deſetuyd 
in the erth that pe will receyue this his 
letter, t make hym an aun were, and al⸗ 
onely with this reward pe maye redeme 


mynyſh hys toꝛment, and fauoz his ſp⸗ 
kenes, and bꝛynge hym in to that ſtate, 
that he wyll deſpꝛe no moze welth, noz 
endute no moze payne , and tf pe wyll 
not thus moch do foz hym, to whom pe 
are ſo moch bounde, noz at my requeſt, 
J maye then well repute you cruell 
but J hope ſo moche in pour vertue, 
accozdyng to puor olde cuſtome, pe can 
do no thyng but vertue. * 

¶ Thanuſwere of Laureola 

to the XFtictoz , 

He perſeuerance in thy purſcwt 

bꝛyngeth me to ſo ſtreyght a cale, 

that many tymes my thought is 
dought what to do, other to banyſh the 
owt of this lande, ozels to Jeobatde 
my fame, in gyuyng the place # lepſure 


not ſo to do;no2toput.the to that extre⸗ 
myte, by realou ot the compaſſyon that 
IJ haue of the: foʒ though thyne ambal⸗ 
ſade be euyll pet thyne entenſpõ is good 
as to fynd remedy foꝛ 8 ſoꝛowfull. And 
the other way J wyll not take bycauſe 
of myne honoz,fo2 he can not be delyue⸗ 
red fro payne, without J be defamed. 
pf J could remedy his eupll withoute 
daunger oz blottyng of myn honour, J 
wold do it with no leſſe affeccyon, then 
thou deſyꝛeſt: but thou knoweſt well 
how that woinen are bound to pꝛeſerue 
thep2 good fame, rather then they lyfe, 
at the leſt they ſhuld eſteme it moze then 
they: bounte: foꝛ though lyfe of Lere 
ano, ſhuld fynyſh by deth, yet iudge thy 
ſelf, whether Þ ought rather to be pite⸗ 
ful to me ſelf, oꝛ to his eupll. And ik all] d 
women ought thus to do, then ſpecially o 
ſuch as be of noble blod ought lo to do:] c 
fo: al peple ſoner regardeth a ſmal ſpot] o 
3 

tk 
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in noble perſons, then a great fawte in 
low plonages, Therfoze in thy woꝛdes i 
con 


conferme the to reaſon, foꝛ thy demaũd 
is vniuſt: p thynkeſt J ame pleaſed 
thy comonig. which is cotrary; though 
thy demaũd trouble me; yet thy cõdyciõ 
pleaſeth me. J haue pſeaſour to ſhew 
the myne eſcuſe W inſt reaſons, to ſaue 
me fro charge, blame a ſclaunder. The 
letter that thou woldeſt haue me to 
receyue-mayewell be excuſpd., fo: my 
defence is of no leſſe power, than the 
perceuerance of his hope:but ſyn thou 
haſte bzought it, J ame pleaſpd to recey 
ue it, but hope not ot any aunſwere, tra 
uapll no moze- to deſpꝛe it, no2 at leſt 
ſpeke no moe therof; teſſe that my dyl⸗ 
pleſure trowble ß not aſmoche as thou 
now pꝛayſeſte my pacyence ⁊᷑ ſufferyng 
I blame my ſelte, ⁊ that in :. thynges; 
bycauſe J comon ſo. longe w the ; The 
one is bycauſe p qualyte ⁊ hcate of the 
cauſe hath bꝛought e in trouble. The 
ot other is bycauſe thou mayſt thynke p 
in J ame well pleaſyd to ſpeke with the in 
es this mater, and beleueſt how F'ſhuld - 
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agre to Lereano thoughthou thynke fo 
haue no meruayll: fo2 woꝛdes is the 
mage of the harte. Go thy wap, cõtent 
the with thyns;:owne Judgement, and 
cary with the good hope, ok that thou 
deſyzeſt, and not to be condempnyd in 
thync own thought: foꝛ yt thou returne 
agayn to make new: requeſt, thou wylt 
tepent it, I will aduyſe the lette this be 
the laſt ſpekyng of that mater ozeles 
mapſte well know thou ſhall repent it; 
fo2 ſekyng remedy fo? a nother, ſhalt 
faple remedy foz thy ſelfe,. 
¶ The Yuctoz:: --. i/ + 

He wozdes ol Lauteola dyd bzyng 

me in to great cofkuſpon; fo when 
Ichought beſt to vnderſtand her 
then J knew leſt of her wyl: wh J had 
moſt hope, then J was fartheſt out of þ 
way. And when J thought my ſelke 
moſt ſure, then J was in moſt feare fo 
p dyuerſpte of her. Jeſture a behauout 
blyndyd myne vnderſtandyng. The 
recepuyng ofthe letter ſatiſfyed 151 


* 


the ende of her woꝛdes put me in dyſ- 
pap:e.ſo that J know not what way to 
folow, no2 how I ſhuld fynd any hope. 
And thus as a man without counſapll, 
I departyd fro her, æ went. to Lereano 
thynkyng to gyue hym ſome counſapll 
and to ſeke þ beſt meanes that J coulde 
deuyſe to remedy parte ofhis euell, and 
when J cam to hym J ſaid as foloweth 
¶ The Auctoꝛ to Lereano, 

Oz the expediciõ that I bzyng,ye 
map well knowe where wooꝛdes 
fayle,dylygence can not pꝛeuayll. 
Thou dyddyſt recõmaũde thy remedy 
g | tome, but foztunehath bene to me ſo 
n | cotrary, in that ſhe wolde not be to me 
xy |} fo fauourable, as to ſatyſfye me in any 
d 
p 
e 


thyng that is paſſyd, but foztune is ra- 
ther myne enemp. Though in this caſe 
IJ hadde good excuſe to ayde the, foz 
3 | tough J was the meſſenger, thyne was 
r | the beſpnes.The mater that J haue paſ 
ſyd with Laureola J ca not vnderſtand 
it noz can not ſhew it, bycauſe it is of ſo 
| D.litt, new 


aewe: and dyuerce cõdycyons, a thou⸗ 
ſand tymes I thought to haue bene at 
the poynte, to haue gyuen the remedp, 
And agayne as often, ta haue gyuen 
the thy ſepulture:al tokens of her wpl, 
(wonne a vanqupſſhed) J ſaw in her co k& 
tenance, and all the folyſh frowarde- 
nes of women withoute loue, J harde 
in her woozdes, Judgyng vpon her de⸗ 
meanour. J was toyfull , and heryng 
her wozdes, J was (ozowfull.. Some⸗ 
tyme J thought ſhe dyd pꝛudently dyſſi 
mule, and agapne J thought ſhe wan⸗ 
tyd loue, but fynally when J law her ſo 
moueable # changable, J beleuyd then 
veryly that ther was no loue in her: foz 
if a perſone be taken with loue, the hart 
ſhall be conſtante, and where as loue 
lacketh, ther is mutabylyte. On the o⸗ 
ther parte I thought ſhe dyd it foz fare 
of the cruell harte of the king her father 
what ſhall J ſay ſhe hath receyued thx 
letter, c inanyſhed me to the deth, yf JF 
ſpeke any further in thy caule , * | 
; no 


ow this greuous caſe,Ther ſemyth in 
one poynt . ii. dyfferences, vt I ſhuld 
ſhew the all that was paſſyd bytwene 
her me, I ſhulde want tyme to ſpeke 
t. I requpꝛe the enfozce thy wytte and 
lulwage thy paſſion, foʒ in folowyng thy 
jayne, thou haſt moze nede of lepulture 
henne of comfo:te: fo: withoute'thou 
ake ſome repoſe, thou ſhalt leue here 
hy boones , in ſtede ot thy true fapth; 
he whych thou oughteſt not to do: foꝛ 
atyſfyng of thy lelfe, it were moze con- 
enyent foꝛ the to lyue rather then to 
ye,foz to be out of payue. This Jap; 
cauſe J ſethe gloꝛyfye in thy payne 
ut in ſufferpng payne, thou mapſt at⸗ 
aygne to the crowne of lawde x pꝛapſe 
In that it may be ſayd ;Þ thou enfozceſt 
p felfe toſuffre payne foʒ the ladpes 
Fake , Suche as be ſtronge ⁊ vertuous 
in they? grettyſt mpſfoztune,ſhew gtet⸗ 
| [teſt harte. Ther is no dyſterence bytwe⸗ 
ne the good a cuyll, wout the bountye 
de tempt and pzouyd , Conſider that w 
ö D. v. longe 


longe lyfe, a thyng maye be wonne 
haue good hope in thy fapth, Thynke 
the purpoſe of Laureola may change, if 
and thy ferme ſtedfaſt loue neuer. JÞ1 
wyll not ſay all that I thynke foz thy; 
conlolacion, fo: J petcepue by thy we: 
pynges * complaynt , that ardent deth f 
hath lyghtened his flames, but what foi 
euer thou thynkyſt that J can do fo;ſif 
che, cũmaund it:foʒ I haue no leſſe wpl} 7 
» — then J haue to remedy thy 7 

e ü 


[ Lereano to the auctoz. I 
be dyſpoſpcion that J ame in. t 
l ſeyſt. The pꝛiuaſpõ ot mp vnder⸗ u 
ſtandyng thou knoweſt, p turba: | t 
ſpon ot my tong thou mayſt well note h 
c merke: therfoze haue no meruaplle « 
though myne aunſwere be moze with n 
wepyng, then with oznate wozdes, by⸗ 5 
cauſe Þ Laureola putteth fro her harte, t 
the ſwete appetyght of my wylle, the] f 
thynges that be paſt bytwen Þ and her, | i! 
fo; all that thou arte at thy — C 
| "| 


[thy tudgement can not vnderſtande her 
ie meanyng. how ſhuld Þ the knowe them 
e, foꝛ ame ſo paſſyonyd:than Z can not 
ue but alonely to pꝛayſe her beauties 
y to repute my laſt ende happy. J wolde 
: theſe ſhulde be laſt woꝛdes of my lyfe: 
hIbycauſe they be to pꝛayſe her. what gret 
oli ter welth can J haue then ß if J were 
[fo happy to be rewardyd therwith, as 
v deſerue by reaſon of the payne that J 
Y ſuftre.who then ſhuld be lyke me⸗ better 
it were foz me to dye, ſyn J haue ſeruyd 
her, thẽ to lyue cauſyng her to haue any 
trouble oꝛ dylpleaſour. The thyng that 
moſt ſhall greue me,. is when J dye that 
the eyen ſhall peryſhe that hath ſeen 
her, and the harte that remembꝛeth her. 
The which conſyderyng what ſhe is, al 

my wyttes are paſt, the oꝛdꝛe of reaſon, 

I ſay thus bycauſe thou ſeyſt, that in 

the warkes of my harte in ſteade of 

fapnte loue,mpy ſtedfaſt loue encreaſeth 

if in my captpue harte they conſolacias 

could take any frute. This that 2 5 
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haſt done to me, ſuffyſeth to enkoꝛce mid 
but as the heryng of them that be in he: 
uynes and lockyd in paſſpõ, in to whoſe 
ſowle can entre no woꝛdes of comfozte; 
and where thou laeſt Þ ſhuld ſuffre no» 
ne eupll, Gyue me the ſtrength therto; 
and F ſhall put to my good wyll. 18 
fo: thynges of hono} that thou ſheweſt 
me J know them by reaſon, and J deny 
them agapne by the ſame reaſone: J 
ſayJ know them, fo2 a man fre in liber 
te, ſhuld vſe honoz, and agayn J denye 
it, as conſernyng to mp leifke:yet J ſeke 
in my greuous payne to choſe an hono⸗ 
rable death}; The trauayll that thou 
haſt receyuyd foz my ſake, and ß deſp2e 
that I ſe thou haſt to delyuer me fro 
payne, byndeth me to offre foz the my 
lyke as often as it were nedekull. But 
ſyn ther is but (mal Iyfe left in me, take 
fo: ſatyſfaction my deſpꝛe, and not my 
power: pet J requyꝛe the ({pn this ſhall 
be the fynall good dede, that thou canſt 
do foꝛ me, q the laſt that I chal recepue) 
4.450 as 
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as to bere fro me a nother letter to Lau 
reola with ſuche newes as lhe ſhall be 
gladde of, and wherby ſhe ſhall know 
how J dyſpoſe me to paſſe out of this 
tranſytozy lyfe, and no moꝛe to trouble 
her: x to the entent that with good wpll 
thou ſhuldeſt bere it to her, J wyll be⸗ 
gynne it in thy pꝛeſence wherof the ma⸗ 
ter ſhal be as folowith. 
¶ The letter of Lereano 
to Laureola. 


Su that the ſepulture is the re⸗ 
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warde of all myne euels, J ame 
redy now to receyue it, beloue 
that deth ſhall not dyſpleaſe me, koz he 
zel is of ſmall wytte that abhozryth that 
ro | thyng Þ gyueth libertie: but one thyng 
py | dyſpleaſeth me, that is in dyeng J ſhal 
ut] loſe all my hope euer to ſe you agayn, 
ze | the whiche ſoze greueth me. Jt map be 
w | layd in ſo ſhozte a ſpace as J haue ben 
l | your ſeruant, how ſhuld J ſo lone loſe 
my-puyſſance:ye ought not to meruail 


herat,foz Þ hope that ye haue bzought 
| me 


me in, and ſmalle comekoꝛte, with my 
greate paſſyon, ſuffyſeth to put away iſ 
to deſtroy greater fozce, then myne, xei 
I cannot beleue, that ye are cauſe ther- 
of, without your wozkes do certifie the]! 
ſame, but alwayes J haue beleuyd, thai 
your cõdycyon piteous, ſhulde ſurmotiitht 
your obſtynate wyl, but ſin ye wyll that f 
my life ſhal receue this domage,p fautej( 
therof is myne owne myſfoztune, J ame 
ſoze abaſſhyd that pe ſozow not in yourſſ! 
ſelfe, your owne ingratitude. J haue 
gpuen you myltberte , 4 intperlp haueſti 
gyut᷑ you my hatte nothyng retapnynghn 
to my ſelfe: foꝛ all that, I can haue noftt 
rewarde ok loue, pet F deſpze to ſeryeſo; 
pou. Who wold thynke that ye ſhuldeſ b 
dyſtroy that thyng that is your owneſpc 
certaynly pe are your owne enemp withſl 
oute pe fpnde ſome remedy to laue me. ſiy 
This ye onght to do, oꝛels ve cõdemneſth 
your ſelfe, foʒ my deth # perdycpyon cane 
not pꝛotyght you. But J delpze that ye» 
wold ſozowe foz mpne eupll:pet pl —— 0 
zol 


ſoꝛow ſhuld do pou any payne, then J 
al deſyze it not, ſyn that lyuyng J'ne 
ei dyd ye ſerupce. It were no ryght that 
r dyeng I ſhuld cauſe you to haue trou⸗ 
able. They that loke agaynſt the ſonne, 
at moꝛe they regard it, the blynder they 
u be. And fo the moze J remember pour 
athfayzenes, the blynder is myne vnder⸗ 
tel ſtandyng. This J lay to thentent that 
mot this my rude wzytpng ye ſhuld haue 
ur no meruapll, foꝛ in the hard caſe that J 
ue ame in, accoꝛdyng to my wyll, I am bet 
ue ter dyſpoſed to ende my lyfe, then to 
ig make any reaſones: pet J wolde that 
noſthyng that ye ought to regarde, were ſo 
ueſoꝛderyd that pe ſhuld not occupye your 
dejbnderſtandyng on a thyng ſo fay:e fro 
nejyour condyciou .yf ye conſent that 7 
thi(hall dye bycauſe ye wold haue it pub⸗ 
ie. llyſhed, pe haue the power to flee me* 
neſthen be ye euyll couſapled, foz without 
anſhope pour beautte hath ſertyfped me 
peſtherok And if pe eſteme mp deth tobe 
ugood, bycauſe ame not woꝛthy to re⸗ 
0 ceyuc 


yd to wynne,by reaſou e of mp tru! 
ayth, the which J leſe foz lacke of de: 
ſeruyng, and wb this thought J thynk 
to ſuffre all my payne. And if it ſeme to 
you that the paynes that J endure fo; 
your ſake can not be remedyed, with 
oute offence to pour honoz.Thyuk that} 
JF wyll neuer deſp2e Þ thyng, that hund 
tozne pou to blame: what pzofyght] | 
ſhuld any thyng do to me that ſhuld bi 
eupll to you. Allonelp J deſpꝛe your 
aunſwere : fo: my fyꝛſt + laſt reward ! 
to be bzefe, I requpꝛe you, ſyn pe maky ! 
an ende of my lyfe: vet at leſt honoz un 
deth, fo: in the place where as the de 
t 
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hon pour grace; the whiche J haut 
p 


ſperate fowles becometh,yf ther be an 
welth : There 8 deſy2e, to keale non 
other toy, but p ye wyll hono2 my ded! 
bones — map toy a lytle with that 
great glozy. 
1% ¶ Theauctoz* : 
He woꝛdes and letter ol Letreanq 5 
finyſhed, In ſtede ol wozdes myq k 
ey 


eyen were ſatyſfped, with greate we- 
pyng, &ſo withonte power to ſpeke, 3 
departyd, thynkynge my iudgement 
[| it ſhuld be the laſt tyme that J had any 
of hope to ſe hym agapn alyue. and as 1 
iwas on my way J wzote a ſuperſctyp⸗ 
hb cion vpon the letter, to thentent that 
at] Laureola ſhuld be in doubt fro whence 
it came. And when J came in to her 
pꝛeſence, Þ delpuered her the letter, who 
4 beleupng that it had come frome ſome 
other pcrſone, receyuyd it aud began to 
rede it. And all the ſeaſon that ſhe was 
zuredyng, J regardpd ſtyll her vyſage, a 
when ſhe hadde made an ende, J (aw 
well ſhewas ſoze troubelpd as though 
che had ſufferyd a great cupyll : pet the 
4 tegardyng of her turbacyon, excuſyd 
not my trouble Then to aſſure mp ſelfe 
I demaundyd of her other queſtyons 
no thyng concernyng to that purpoſe; 
And to delpuer her felfe fro company, 
p whych in ſuche caſe is perelous, leſſe 
that the manpkeſt — diſcouer 
Tl not 
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not the ſecrets thoughtes of the harte. 


| ſons to dyſcharge her ſelfs: fro any: 
thyng conſentyng to releaſe. þ-payne:of 
lereano, howbett,tHeſapd v ſhe thought 
great inhumanite to leſe ſuche a man 
as Lercano; foꝛ ſo ſmall a pꝛyce, as in 
- Wzytyng ok a letter, how be it in the re⸗ 
dyng of his letter J take but ſmal plea 
ſour . Therfozehere J haue wzytten a 
letter not W lo pleaſant and (wet woz⸗ 
des, as be in his reaſons: foʒ who ſo 
euer here the -wozdes in this mp letter, 


in the arte of eloquence, So foꝛ ſhame⸗ 
faſtnes ſodenly her face was inflampd, 
and as ſodenly agayne pale;the was ſo 
ſo:e alt eryd and ſhoꝛte wyndyd, that in 
maner ſhe bꝛethed foꝛ deth:her harte 
vopte lo ſoʒe trymbled, that her dy —— 

5 cion 


Therkoze ſhe withdꝛew her leifkeaparte; 
and all that nyghte ſhe was without 
ſpekyng of any woꝛd td me as tuchyng 
that purpolſe. Ind the next dayiſhe ſent. | 

forme ⁊ ſhewed me many vertuous re- 


map well knowe ß J haue lytle ſtudyed 


rr, 


hand, and J reteyuyd it, The tenour 
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| ly my pure entenſyon, which is ſo pꝛyn⸗ 


tion toͤuld not enfoꝛte her ſelfe to ſpeke 
therkoꝛe heraunfwere was ſhozte, and 
alſo the place requpꝛed no lenger tyme. 
So ſhe toke me the letter, and kyſt her 


wherof enſayth. 
(Che letter kro Laureola 
to Lereano. 
/Þe deth that thou lokeſt koz, by 
vealpne ol thy payne J haue ra- 
ther deſeruyd at, yfJſhulde put 
my wyll to thyne: but that is not ſo, foz 
this my wꝛyttyng is moze to redeme 
thy lyfe, then to ſatiſfy thy deſpꝛe, what 
ſhulde it pꝛofytte me to accomplyſh it, 
fo: yt I were accuſyd therof, J coulde 
haue no wytnes to ſalue me, but alone⸗ 


cypall à pertye, that his woꝛdes ſhulde 
not be taken noꝛ beleued And with this 
fare. J haue put to my hande to this 
paper, my harte # mynde beyng in he⸗ 
uyn makyng hym iudge of my mynde, 
to — the trouthe of all thynges is 
E di. man 


manyfeſt x knowen, The cauſe why ß 
doubtyd to aunſwere the, was, bycauſe 

withoute my condemnacion thou canſt | 
not be aſſopled, as thou mapyſt well ſe: | 
| foz though no creature know of this 
letter, but thy (elfe a the berer: pet J 
know not what iudgement, any of pou 
map make vpon me, though it be but 

good, yet Þ ame ſpottyd with p ſuſpecte | 
therok. Therfoze J defyze the, when Þ | 
halt ſeen myne aunl were, remember the | 
fame # reuome of her that hath ſent it, 
of this J hertely deſpze the, foz often | 
tymes ſuche fawozs,are publpſhpd, fo 
ſome hath moze regard to the victozy, | 
then to honour of them that ſhewith 
ſuche fauour .And whether it were bets | 
ter foʒ me to be blampd foz crueitie, oz 
to be ſpotted 02 defampd foz beyng to | 
piteous, J repozte me to thy lelfe:x pet 
to gyue the ſome remedy, J bſe now the 
contrary,thou haſt that thou deſpzeſt: | 
& Þ that J feare, I requyze the to turne tt 
& wpnde, and kepe ſecrete my W 


| 
| 
( 
{ 
{ 
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thy remembꝛance, foꝛ it thou do beleue 
it, then it nede not to be ſeen: fo: that 1 
haue wꝛpten pf it were ſene. it ſhuld be 
thought that J loue the, and pk thou be 
leue, the reaſons that J hane ſayde. to 
be ſpoken rather by diſſymulaciõ, then 
ok trouth: then arte thou begpled, in 
that beleue, foz yt is clene contrary, fo: 
ſutely I ſap them rather with a piteous 
| entenſcio then w any amoꝛous entent ; 
And to cauſe the to beleue this, J wold 
further extende my woꝛdes, yf J hadde 
| leyſour. But to put the in to none other 
ſuſpeccion, I make an ende of my letter 
| and to thentent that my warkes ſhulde 
| recepue,a iuft rewarde, thus wyll Jen⸗ 
s | dure mp lyfe dapes. 
¶ The auctoz, 
Hen J hadde receyued this letter 
t | of Laureola J departyd to go to 
e Lereano, thynkyng then to haue 
with me ſome company to ayde me in 
e the glozy of myne ambaſſade,x to enco⸗ 
nj cage therby Lereano, J callyd then to 


| 
z 


and comfoꝛzte. J toke theſe with me fo2 
keare that pkepers of the pꝛiſone wolde 
reliſt # defende me the entre. Wherfoze 
| J thought to go in oꝛdꝛe of bataył and 


J dyſplayed my baner all of grene, ſo 


in a trance in thehowle, where he was. 
And when J came to ß ſteyꝛes wheron 
FJ was wont to maunt, Reſt, auauncyd 
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me, ß gretteſt enemyes ß we had befoꝛe, 
as cõtentaciõ, hope, reſt. pleyſour my2th 
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when J came to the heyght of an hygh | 
hyll, I had a ſyghte of the pꝛyſon, then | 


that our enempes toke them to þflyght | 
in ſuche wyſe that he that fledde faſtyſt 
thought to be next the ieoperdye. And 
when Lereano harde this grete rumour | 
not knowyng what it was, he came to 
a wyndow of the towꝛe, and ſpake moꝛe 
with wekenes of ſpirite, then with hope 
of ſocour, and when he ſaw me compng | 
in batayll W ſuche a goodly company, | 
then he knew what the mater ment, 4 
what foꝛ his feblenes, &foz his ſodeyn 
tope, loſte his fealyng, and fell downe | 
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ſelfe, and the better to ſtrength hym, 1 
delpuered hym Laureolas letter. And 
alt the ſeaſon that he redde it, all ſuche 
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to marche on befoꝛe, who gaue clerenes 
+ chaſyde away all thedarkenes:of the 
| tow2e,and:when J came to hym z ſawe 
hym in that moztall maner, J feared J 
came ſone inough to wepe, and to late 
to gpue hym remedy .Then with great 
dylygence, hope ſtept to hym, & caſt a 
lytle water of comekozte in his face, and 
therwith he returnyd agapne to hym 


ads I bꝛought with me pꝛocured foz his 
helth, Mpꝛth gaue toy to his harte: reſt 
' coinfo2tyd his ſpyzytes , hope bzought 
| hymin to good remembzance.Conten- 
| tacto clerpd his eyen. Comekoꝛte reſto⸗ 
ryd his helthe and ſtrength . Pleaſure 
| quyckenyd his vuderſtandyng : they 
| treatyd hym in ſuche wyſe, that when 
| hehadde redde euer the letter, he was 
all hole, as though he hadde neuer felte | 
paſſyõ, and when he ſaw that my dyly- 
gence gaue hym lpberte, he toke me of- 


ten tymes in his armes, offeryng hym 
felfe to be myne, and thought that but 
a ſmall rewarde, foz the deſerupng of 


to recouer his ſtrength , and to newe 


ſet fozth on his tourney, And when his 


ny great lozdes and pong courtyaers 


| hym.,Thus he was nobly accompanyd 
to the palace, and his duetie done to the 
kyng, he kyſt the hand of Laureola, 
wherein was manp thynges to be no⸗ 
FR ui. tyd 


my ſerupce. His offers were to me in 
ſuche maner that J wyſt not how to 
aunſwer hym as J ought to haue done 
| *Acco2dypng to his degre, and after that | 
manp thynges were paſſyd bytwene 
hym a me, he determpued to goto the 
courte and fyꝛſt we went to a towne of | 
his, and taryed there a certayne ſeaſon, 


aparell hym agaynſt he ſhuld go to the | 
courte And when he ſaw his tyme,he | 


coinyng wasknowen in the courte,ma- | 
went to receyue hym, but he toke moze | 


conſolacton of his ſecrete glozy, then of 
all the open honour that was done to 
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tyd, and ſpecyally to me who knew the 
mater bytwene then. The one was 
ouercome with trybulacion, the other 


| faplyd coldur.He wyſt not what to ſap, 


noz ſhe to aunſwere, ſuche fozce hathe 


the paſſyons of loue, alwapes it dza- | 
| weth the wyt #dyſcrecio downe vnder | 
his baner, p which J ſaw there by clere | 
experpence. Ind though that no man 
ſaw ther demanour, noz hadde no ſul⸗ 
pecte bytwene them: pet Perſio ſonne 


to the lozde of Gania behelde them, and 


was as farre in loue, as Lereaon was, 
And by reaſone that all gelous ſuſpecte 


diſoꝛdereth all thynges ſecrete he regar 
ded ouer ther wo2desx cõtenaũces, in ſo 
moch þ he gaue full credcce to his own 


ſuſpect, #gaue not alonely fayth toÞhe 


ſaw, p which was nothyng, butalſo bele 


upd it ſurely in his imagynaciõ ,& with 


p euyl thought of ieloſy, Wout delibera 
cyo 02 coũſall, he fydyng the kyng in a 
ſecrete place, ſapd to hym ( affermyng p 
Lauteola + Lereano louyd to gether) 
E. v. how 


hit that he hadde ſeen them together ix 
dynerce nyghtes, when the kynge was 
a bedde, ſayng how he ſhewyd this fond 
the honour and ſerupce, that he bare top 
the kyng. The kynge then beyng ſoze a 
troubelyd W thole newes was in great a 
doubte, and ſtudyed long oz he was de⸗ 
termynyd to aunſwere. And after he 0 
had ſlept on p mater, he bileuederſius 
ſapeng to be true, conſyderyng his ver⸗ 0 
tue and auctozpte, he wolde ſhew no] h 
thyng, but of trought. Then the kyng n 
determynyd what he wolde doo, and 
therupõ he ſent his doughter Laureola 
in to a towꝛe in to a pꝛyſone, and then 
ſent foꝛ erſio, x commaundyd hym to 
accuſe l ereano of treaſon, accoꝛdyng to 
his lawes, of the which cõmaũdemẽt he 
was ſoꝛe abaſhyde, but the heate of the 
buſynes enfoꝛſyd hym to graũte it. The 
he acceptyd the kynges comandement | 
and ſayde, howe he thankyd god that 
he was offeryd ſuche a caſe, Þ his han- 
es Vs 15M of his —_— x 
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r, fvertue:andbycauſe that in Macedonia 
Sitche deades were accuſtumed to be 
done, by wzytyng c not in the kynges 
oipzefence by wo2des,therfozePerlio ſent 
ze a wꝛylyng to Lereona w luche reaſons 
( Perſius wiittyng to Lereano. 

ef vn that of good wozkes, pꝛoce⸗ 
S| SDveth vertuous renome and fame 
=- it is a iuſte thynge that euplnes 
ohe chaſtyſed, to thentent that vertue 
ghmaye be maynteynyd. and with great 
ddylygence bounte ought to be exaltyd, 
al So that the enemyes therof, when ther 
n wylfull operacions be to 5 cotrary,they 
o ought to be coſtrayned to vie bountie*: 
of fo: dꝛead and feare of punpſhement. 
e] lay this to the Lereano, fo2 the payne 
e that thou Halt receyue, fo2 the treſpace 
(| that thou haſt cõmyttyd, ſhalbe a chaſ⸗ 
t | tyſement to the, and an enſample foꝛz all 
t other to feare, foʒ it ſuch thynges ſhuld 
-| be perdonpd, and left vnpouyſhed, vy⸗ 
t| lany ſhuld then $e-no e, in 
1 201 them 


be good. Certainly euyl hath it pzofited 
dall the gentlenes a honeſte of thy ly: 


nage, who gaue the enſample to folovy| 
bounte, and thou foloweſt the wozkes| 
ok treaſone, thy pꝛogenitours bones 


wold be redy to ryle agaynſt the pk they 
knew how thou defoilyſt (with luche 


errour)theyz noble dedes, therfoze now 
is the tyme come that ſoz thyne eupll 
deades, thou ſhalt recepue-the ende of 


thy lyfe. and defoyll thy kame. Curſpd 


be all ſuche as thou arte, that canſt not | 


choſe an honourable lyte, and thou not 
regardynge thy ſeruyce noz duetie to 
thy kyng. To be ſo bolde Woute ſhame 
as to falle in loue with Laureola the 
kynges doughter, with whome with 


oute ſhame, thou haſt ſpoken dyuerce 


tymes aloone, after the kynges beyng 
a bedde not folowpng the clere lynage, 
by which reaſone J appeale the as a 
traptour, and vpõ that quarel I thynk 
to le the; oꝛels to dꝛyue the oute - - 

elde 


them ß do euyl then noblenes in hem ift 


e 


rere 


eld, ozels to cauſe the confeſle with thy 


ed 
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mouth mp ſayeng to be true, the which 
as long as the wozld endureth ſhalbe 
an enſample of my trouth. Ind thus J 
leue,truſtpng to pꝛoue thy falſenes, and 
to verifp my treuth, chole thou the ma⸗ 
ner of our batayll à armur,and on the 
bynges part J ſhal make the aſſurance 


C The aunſwer of Lereano. 


Mae: ſhalbe my myſfoztune then 


the malyce withoute the fault p 
thou chargeſt me withall of fal- 


ſenes (hall gyue the payne by iuſtice ac 


cozdyng to thy deſerte:if thou were as 
diſcrete as thou art euyll,in eſcheweng 
of ſuch perels. Firſt thou ſhuldeſt haue 
knowen myne entenſion oz thou had⸗ 
deſt gyuen ſentence vpon my wozkes, 
but nowe J knowe by the that thou ſe⸗ 
myſt better then thou arte in dead. J 
thoughte ſurely to haue comoned with 
the as with mp frende, hauynge confi: 
dence in thp vertue, but nowe thou 

chewyſt 


here befoꝛe thou ſhewydyſt thy bountlt 
wich frendly amyte, in lykewyſe nob 


ſhewyſt thyne euyll condicion, lpke : Io 


ec 
WW 


; dilcouereſt thy falſhod, wherfoz 5 cauſſw 


ſeſt enuyte bytwene vs: oꝛ J may lay by - 


reaſone, enemy to thy ſelfe Foz by thynt 
owne witneſſe thou leuyſt the good me: 
mozy of thy life with infamy;and ſhaltt 
ende thy like w ſhame. why haſt thou 
put thy lerpentyne tonge vpon Laure: 
ola, whoſe alonely bounte ſuffiſeth,that 
if bounte were loſte thꝛoughoute all the 
woꝛlde, it myght be recoueryd # founde 
in her. Thou mayntaynyſt a celre falſe: 
hodde, and J ſhall defend a tuft cauſe, 


and ſhall delyuer æ diſcharge her fro all 


fawtes and Mall charge thyn honout 
W ſhame. 'J will not aunlkwere thyne 
vnmeſurable woꝛzdes fo; J repute'it a 
moꝛe honeſt way, to vanquylh the with 
my handes rather then to ſatiſfye the v 


to come to the caſe to trye our debate. 
Thou accuſyſt me of treaſon * 
| 0 


woꝛdes. J deſyzenothpng, bnt alonely | 


how J haue ben dpuerce tymes in the 
ecrete chamber with Laureola after 5; 


afſbynges beyng a bedde a at his reſt af- 


well to the one as to the other. J ſape Þ 
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falſely lyeſt: yet J denye not but that Þ 
haue regardyd her beawtie w an amo- 


rouſe deſyꝛe. But though the foꝛce of 


loue 02dze the thoughtes, yet p vertue 
of trouth cauſyth, clenlynes of honeſte, 
J wold be glad to haue her fauout, but 
toz none euyll thought. And mozeones 
I ſhall defende the quarel, and lay cha 
J alone neuer enterpd in to her lecrete 
chamber; no2 neuer ſpake wordes: of 
loue to her: ſo that when che entenſion 


ſynnyth not, the iudgement then iſhuld 


alwayes be hole withoute Defozinyte; 
And ſyn the: detetmpnasidn herof can 


not be withoute deth or dne of vs, and 


not determynyd with out tonges, ther 
fozelete vs leue raplyng w our tonges 


and abyde vpon the day dl our ſentents 


the which J truſte in god ſhalbe to my 
pꝛokpght, and honoz to ang 
ame 


ſhame and rebuke to the, bycauſe thy 
dedes of malyce: and J to defende by 
reaſone, the trough ſhalbe determyned 
by iuſtice. The armure that we ſhall 
choſe ſhalbe all peces acoꝛdynge to the 
cuſtome of our countrey. Our hozſes 
bardyd with lyke ſperes and ſwozdes, 
and with any other armure o2 wepyn 
that is vſyd, with the whiche J truſte 
to flee the oz to cauſe the to denpe, that 
thou halt ſayde , ozels to chaſe the oute 
of the felde. 
¶ The auctoꝛ. 
Hus euyll foztune, enupous, ot 
the welth a pꝛoſperite of Lereano, 
vſyng againſte hymn her naturall 
chaungeale condycion, ſhe gaue hym a 
tozne, whan ſhe ſaw hym in his moſte 
pꝛoſperite, whoſe myſfoztune to behold, 
was great paſſion, and conſtreyned the 
heres to papne. Thus leuig to ſpeke of 
this trouble. After Lereano had aun- 
ſwered Perſius letter, the kynge kno 
wpng ß couenaut of this batapll, _ 
yd 


F Ja XJ oo 4c 


aq@ £Au=«c aa as. A oo aa am =. © 


CD an. am. On aw Aa. coo am a 


_ CF ru 


ww 2D 


Q oo © —- 


tyd the feld, allyngned out the place 
where the batayll ſhuld be determyned 
# all thynges neceſſary was oꝛdeyned, 
that perteyned to luche deades, accoꝛ⸗ 
dynge to the cuſtome of Macedonia. 
And on a day p kyng went to his ſtage, 
and the knyghtes came in to the felde, 
eche of them actompanyd as they were 
fauoured, and as they hadde deſerued, 
ſauyng the equalnes of bothe pertyes 
honouts. They were lyke bzought in to 
the kelde, ſo they (after thepz reuerence 
done to the kyng) ranne eche at other, 
ſo that by the foꝛce of they? ſtrookes, 
they ſhewed the vertue of they2 hartes. 
And theyz ſperes bꝛoken at they: fyꝛſte 
encoũte t: then they dzwe ont they: wo 
des, and fought lo fercely, that it was 
mcruayll to behold they? deades and 
compaſſpon foz that thep ſufferyd, And 
to be bzefe in this hHiſtozy, L ereano in 
gyuynge his heup ſtrokes ata ſtroke 
ſtrake of Perſpus ryght hande, ſo that 
it fell to the erth, ( wozde a all _— 
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duetye, fo: thy falſepes, reny that thou 
haſte ſayd . Then Perſpo ſayde:do as 


thou oughteſt to do, though myne arme 


fayle me to defẽde, pet my harte faylyth 


not to dye. Lereano heryng ß aunſwere 


pꝛeaſyd to hym , and gaue hym many 
ſharpe t heuy ſtrokes And when Per⸗ 
ſyus frendes ſawe hym in ieoperdy of 
his lyfe they requyzyd the kyng to caſte 


downe his batone, aſſurynge hym that 


Perſyo ſhuld be bꝛought fozth to abyde 
ſuche iugement as it ſhuld pleaſe hym, 
yf he were found culpable and gyltye, 
To the which requeſte the kyng cõdil⸗ 
cendyd, # ſo they were depertyd, wher 
with L ereano was ſoze agreuyd, #not 
withoute good reaſone. Fo2 he hadde 
great meruapll, why the kyng delte ſo 
with hym. Then they were conuepede 
oute of the feld with lyke ſeremonyes: 
how be it, cher were not lyke in fame d 
| honour 


. 


Lereano ſaw, how thatPerſys had loſt 
Þ beſt parte ot his defence (ſayde) Per⸗ 
ſyo to thentent that thy lyfe pay not his 


honour. So they were bꝛought fothey3 
lodgynges and there taryed all uyght. 
The nett day in the momyng;Lereang 
determynyd to go to p̊ palace to deſyte 
the kyng in pꝛeſence of all his courte to 
reſtoʒe his honour a to do vpon Perſio 
| ryghtwyſe tuſtyce . :But-Perſyo; who 
was malycyous of his condycion, and 
ſharpe wyttyd, to thentent p he myght 
by ſome meanes attayn to his purpoſe; 
whyls p Lereano ſpake w the kyng, he 
callyd to hym. iu. falſe men iyke to his 
own condycions, d toke thepꝛothe that 

they ſhuld ſhew them. To ß which they 
„agreyd. Then he gaue to them moche 
. money, ſo that they ſhuld ſay, and were 
to the kyng that they had ſene Lereano 
t | ſpekyng w Laureola in places ſuſpect; 
tand in tyme dyſhoneſt: which they pꝛo⸗ 
e | feryd to afferme, and to [were it, to the 
o leſyng ot theyz lyues. J leue to ſpeke of 
e | the doloure that Lauteola ſufferyd, by 
: | cauſe the paſſyon ſhuld not trouble ſo 
my wytte, but that J mycht make an 

| | F li. ende 
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ende of p haue begonne, fo: IJhant 
no leſſe payne to remembꝛe her ſowe 
beyng abſent then as thought J were 
pꝛeſent, and ſaw it with myne epen: bin 
JF wyll tome to Lereano,who had mot 
fo:ow fozher pꝛuſonement, then gloy 
of his victow. When he knew that the 
kyng was tylon he went to the palayee 
ct in the pꝛelence of the knyghtes of the 
mme fapd to the kyng as folow th 
¶ Lereano to the kyng 
; J bk ſuertie with — J 
wold haue ſufferyd the chaſtife: 
ment ok pour iuſtice, then pſhamit 
to haue come to your pꝛeſence, if J had 
not aͤttengued yeſterday the better of 
the batayll: The which pf ye had taken s 
well, Qhulde haue bene clene qupte n 
delyuerpde fro the kalſe accuſacton of k 
Berſyo,:fo2 in the ſyght of euery mann 
E | chuld haue gyuen hym the rewarde, a 
that he deſeruyd, It is great dyfferenct] ſt 
to haue power to do a thynge, and to de h; 
it in unn a uauntage ye hen pe 
vm 


„ 1 ! ( 


hym p remlon why, Iran nother thynke 
noꝛ imagine: ve comaſipyde to deperte 
vs, and ſpectally ſyn gur debate tochyd 
pour ſelfe ſo nere, as hethat ſhuld deſp⸗ 
te to be reuengyd koꝛthe joue of Laure⸗ 
ola, lyke A pytetullfather, and I beleue 
welk that as nom ye be well ſatyſtied of 
her dycharge and ignozance. And ſyꝛ pf 
ye dyd it fo compaſſion, ne hadde ol 
Perſyd ye ought as iuſtely to haue re⸗ 
gardyd: myne honour; aſwell as his 
ſyke, leyng J ame your naturall ſubget. 
And yt ye dyd is by reaſone of the inpoz 
tunateſutt of ſome ol his frendes, ye 
ought aſwell to haue remembzyde the 
ſeruyce that Þ myne haue done you, 
ſyn ye knaw w what conſtaũce of hart, 

manx of them in dyuerce bateyls haue 
loſte in your ſeruyce they lyues, which 
none ok them haue done, the. it. parte. 
e, Therfo:eſp2Þ requpꝛe pou that by ui⸗ 
ce ſtice ye wyll ſatyſfye the honour that 
do} haue wonne w my handes . Spz kepe 
your lawes if pe thynke to conſerue 
m „ F. iii. your 
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pour: natcitall ſubiettes noꝛ ſyꝛ con. 
ſent not, chat ſo falſe a man, ſhuld lyue 
that bepith lo euyll pꝛeempnence ot his 
p2edeceſſouts; to the entent that his 
venpme do not cozrupte them, that be 
his parte takets Certaynty I ame cul: | 
pable in no thyng, but in chat J haut 
bene ſo good rende, ta my wꝛongful 
accuſer, and if fo; this J haue deſerued 
payne, lette me haue it. vet mp clere ri: | 
nocency shall aſſoyll me. J haue conſer: 
uyde his ampted beleuyng he had bene 
good, and not iudgyng His euyil no: 
falſenes. If peſaffrehym to ſetue you. 
J ſap he ſhaſde the beſte ſeruaunt to 
make dyſcoꝛzde and lyes, that ſhalbe in 
All your courte. Spi remembet in pout 
ſelke how ye be bounde to do ryght to 
eury man. Whetkoze determyne this 
cauſe with pꝛudence and gyue ſentence 
with pour acuſtomed tuſtite. pr the] 4 
thynges of honour ought to be clere, © 
and if ye perdone hym fo2 any requeſt: g 


though yt be by the pzyncipall of pour 
realmej © 


realme, oz fozany other thyng at your 
| plcaſur, J wyll not then abyde p iudge⸗ 
| mentof dyuerce of yotir me, to be taken 
as clene dyſcharged. Foz thought ſome 
| beleue the trauth by reaſone, pet ſome 
| wplbe troubelyd, and ſay the wozſte. 
And though in all pour tealme, the 
trouth be not knowen, yet comenly the 
fame ot the trouth by reaſone of fouour 
of the partye wyll not be home farce of: 
ſo h Acan not be clene dyſcharged out 
of all mennys fautaſpes, yf this man 
ſcape withoute open punyſhemẽt. Sy2 
fo: goddeſſake ſette myne honour with 
oute any dyſputacion, ⁊ as fo2 my Ivfe 
en at pour pleyſour: 
¶ The auctoz 
O the ſayng ofLereano,the kyng 
gaue good entent, and aunſwered 
that he wold take counlayll what 
vag beſt to do, and ſapde that in ſuche 
a cala delybercion wold be taken, oꝛ any 
ſentente ſhuld be gyuyn. Of trouth the 
e auynlwere, was * ſo ſwete, as 
iii. it 
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it ought to haue ben: foꝛ by that J ſawgt 
pf the kyng hadde put Laureola at heit 
lybertie, Lereano hadde endurpde nal! 
trouble. Foꝛ he thought to ſerue her, font 
all p he was reputyd culpable, thought 
his entent were clere withoute faulte. t 
Thus the kyng to eſchewe the rumoutp 
and beſpnes that was lykelp to fall byzJt 
twene Lereanos rendes d Perſius, cõ: 
maundyd Lereano to go to à tote off t 
his owne, a.iiileages fro 8̊ court callyuſ i 
Suſa, and there to tary tyll he had ſet] c 
a dyꝛection in p mater. The which Lere ld 
ano dyde with a ioyful hatt, thynkyng 
that Laureola was cletely dyſchargyd | £ 
whiche was 5 thytig he mooſte deſityd. f 
But then Perſyo who alwapes traue⸗ b 
lyde to-offetid and to ſhame his honqur r 
and to defende it by malyce;he lente fo; 
ii. of his complyſes, oz Lanreola was 
delyuerede and ſayde to them: That 
ethe of them a parte ſhulde go to the 
Uyng, and of them ſelfe to ſhewthpm, 
how that the e eee | 
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vitrewandto/bere wytnes that they had 
eiteen Wereano dyuerce tymes ſpeke with 
nojLaureola aloone ſuſpycioully. The 
foi which wytnes and affyꝛmacion, when 
ghjthe kyng hard it. he was ſoꝛe trowbelyd 
tei therwith, and examynyd eche of them a 
ul parte by ſubtyle ſharpe perſwaſions 
Ito le pf they any thyng lwaruyd in ther 
0:1 ſayenges. But they were ſuch perſons; 
off that if a man ſhulde haue waſtyde all 
phſ his lyfe in falſenes, coulde not be lyke 
et} them. They were lo ſure of they woz⸗ 
te} des, the moꝛe they were exampnydethe 
g ſurelper they foztefped they: falſe lyes. 
So that therby the kyng gaue to theyz 
dj falſe ſapenges, fapth and beleue. Ind 
e: by reaſone of thepꝛ infoꝛmaciõ, pkyng 
iu reputpd Perlpo foꝛ trew ſeruant and 
1:0 beleupd that it was moe by reaſone of 
his foꝛtune, rather then by his vntrw 
uquarell, that he loſt the batayll. O Per⸗ 
ej 1yo better it hadde ben foz the to haue 
ſufferyd the deth at one tyme, then to 
Sf deſergefomany dethe . So the kyng in 
LR F. v. purpoſe 


purpoſe to ptinyſhp innocenſy of Lau: 
reola, by reaſone of the treaſone of the | 
falſe wytnes, oꝛdeynyd p his doughter 
Laureola ſhuld haue the ſentence: of 
iuſtyce. The whiche when it came to the 
knowledge of Lereano, he was ther 
with nere oute of his wytte, and with 
greatfury and paſſton deſperate, deter 
mynyde to go to the courte to delpuer 
Laureola, and to flee Perſpo, ozels to 
leſe his owne lyfe in the quarell. Ind 
when Tlaw hym wyllyng to folow that 
kantaſpe, wherin was moze perell then 
hope. Then J deſyzydhym to wozke 
ſagely, and ſo by reaſone of the altera⸗ 
(pon that he was in, he was in a great 
perplexite. And when Nam hym ſtande 

in ſuche a dyſmayde trance; Þ thought 
— to ſerue hym with my counſapll, to 
thentent he ſhuld not do that thyng in 
haſte, wherby to repent hym after. And 
conſpderynge the way that J thonght 
molte ſure, J ſapd to hym thus. 
C.Che an to Lereano. o 
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& Jr deſyꝛe nou to be dyſcrete to 
thentent that J may pꝛayſe pour 
1+: wytte, that pe map ſo deale to re⸗ 
medy your eupll, that pe may be ioyfull 
as J deſyꝛe, and pꝛayſed as ye deſerue. 
et This I ſap foꝛ the ſage pacience that 
h chou ſhulden ſhewin the tyme of thyne 
aduerſyte: foꝛ though ſe well $ chyne 
© | vnderſtandyngbeoccupyed Wpaſſion: 
0} yet thou ſhultdeſt tonſyder what thou 
d } wylt do, and with what dyſcrete knows 
ledge. Thou ſhuldeſt rather folow my 
ſymple counſavſl, chen to put to exetu⸗ 
tion thy foꝛeſayde wyll . Thug: than 
ſhuldeſt do dy thyne owne naturalt in 
tyſemente . Moche haue J ſtudyed on 
that thou oucghteſt to do in this thy 
greate foꝛtune: And accozdyng to my 
power iudgement . The fyꝛſt thyng to 
accomplyty it fo the, to take reſte, the 
lack theroftrowblcth the in thy pꝛeſent 
cafe. And after myne opynion thy kyꝛſte 
determpnacib ſhalbe the laſte to put to 
exerucion: foʒ as thyne enterpꝛice is 

5 great 
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gteat and weyghty, accoꝛdyung ther to, 
demuer delyberacion ſhulde be deter 


Laureola. Fyꝛſte thou muſte tõſyder by 
what wayes thou mapyſte do it, à kape 


honour is moge to be eſtemyd, then the 


cõdempnpd, and thpſelfe oyſhonduryd. 
Thou knowyſt thatmen wozkyth, and 
foztune iudgith e And if thynges-palle 
well, then they be pꝛaylede af then foꝛ⸗ 
tune euyll then they be dyſpꝛayſed, and 
taken fo: euyll. If p delyuer Laureola 


allay and fayle then 5 ſhalt be repuiyd 


Laureola. Inthe meane ſeaſone let vs 


pꝛoue c aſſay all other remedyes, hat 
53431 3 nx 


mynyde oꝛ yt were erecutyd all wapes 
in a thyng doughtfull The molt fureſt | 
way wolde de taken. Ind yl thou be 
diſpoſede to ſlee Merſyo, oz tpiDeiyfter | 


a wap with both your Honours, foꝛ her 


lyfe. Foz yt thou cauſte not accoplyſhe 
thyne enterpꝛyce, thou ſhalte leue her 


thou ſhalte be callyde valyant: yr than 


a tole. Tary here à. ix. dayes. foꝛ then 
ſhalbeß execuſis of the ſentenceagayuſt | 
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any hope is in. Ind if we fynde no re⸗ 
medy inthat, then execute thyne entent, 
though thou leſe thy lyfe therbp, pet it 


| ſhalbe to thyne honour and fame. One 


thynge thou ſhuldeite pꝛouyde foz; 02 


thou begynne, I putte caſe thou had⸗ 


deſte now bꝛoken the paſone, # taken 


| oute therof Lanreola;;and caryed her 
away, into thyne owne lande: pet ſhe 
ſhulde be condempnyd and reputpd cul 


pable, and wher ſoeuer thou ſhuldeſt 
ſette her vet ſhe ſhuld ſuffre payne, the 
which then ſhuld be gretter euyll, then 
p fyꝛſt. Thert̃oꝛe the beſt way as ſemeth 
me is to do after this maner . J wyll go 
in thy name to Galleo, bꝛother to the 
quene, who foꝛ parte deſp2eth p delyue⸗ 


kance of Laureola aſmoche as thy lelfe 


— Eo... 2.4 


doſte. Ind J chall ſhewe hym what is 


thyne entent :and deſyze hym (to the 
entente he ſholde bere no charge noz 
blame) that he wold be redy with a cer⸗ 
tayn nomber of men. the lame day that 
thou ſhuldeſt do thyne enterpꝛyce, that 


pf 


yf thou koꝛtüne to gette Laureola:onte 
of pꝛilone. Then to put her in tohis 
handes in the preſente ol eury man, in 


wytnes of his ignozance, and of thy 


clennes, and ſo he to recevue her tyll the 
kyng haue pꝛoupd the trouth in euery 
thyng, and to kepe her in his caſtell: 
wherby this buſines may come to a 
good ende: but as Jhaue ſayde this 
way muſte be ß laſte ſhote ancre. Ther 
foze fyʒſte J wyll go to the court, and 
ſpeke with the cardynall of Gaula and 
W other lozdes # pzelates that J can 
kynde ther. And J hall deſpꝛe them to 
ſpeke to p kyng, deſyꝛyng hym to grant 
Laureola her lyfe. And yk we kynde no 
remedy in this, then Þ wyll delire the 
quene that ſhe with all other ladyes # 
honeſt women of her courte and of the 
citie, to go to the kyng, and deſy2e per⸗ 
done fo2 her doughter. To whole we: 
pynges and peticions, Ican not beleue 
that pitie ſhalbe denyed, And pet if that 


cannot auayll; then J ſhall cauſe Lauz | 


reola 
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teola to wpte to the kyng her father, 
certykpeng hym of her innocency, and 
if all theſe wayes wyll not ſerue: then 
ſhall Joffre to the kyng that thou ſhalt 
fpnde a perſone that ſhall do deades of 
armes agaynſt thoſe.iii.falſe witneſſes 
and if none of theſe wayes can pꝛeuapll 
Then p2oue thy ſtrength, and therbp 
peraduenture thou ſhalte fyndeÞ pitie 
in the kynge that thou ſekeſte foz . But 
yet oꝛ I deperte me thynkyth ſhuldeſt 
wpte to Laureola in ſtrengthyng of 
her feare, with ſuertye of her lyke. The 
whiche thou mayſte well do: ſyn heuyn 
dyſpoſith, that is wzought vpon the 
erthe it can be none other wyſe, but that 
god wyll recepue þ wepynges of inno⸗ 
centes, and thy iuſte petycions. 
¶ The auctoꝛ. 
O Lereano ſwaruyde no poynt 
fro myne adupſe, bycauſe he 
thought it the moſte ſurc way, 
foz the expedicion of his purpoſe.Bow- 
beit His harte was not ure: foz he 
doughted 
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doughtyd leſt the kyng in his ire chuld 
haue gyuen ſentence vpon Laureola o 
the day came. How be it by the lawes of 
the lande ſhe ſhulde haue. ix. dayes re: 
ſpyght. Though his harte fearyd this 
it was no meruaill:foꝛ they that be frut 
louers, all pᷣ is contrary to them, they 
lightely beleue it. And that they delyz 
moſt, they thinke them ſelfe therof moſt 
vncertapne. How be it he concludyd to 
wiite to Laureola with gteate dought, 
that ſhe wold not recyue his letter. The 
tenour wherof was as kolowith. 

¶ The letter of Lereano to 

. Laureola. 

Ather wolde J put my handes to 
rydde myne owne life, then to be: 
gyn to wꝛite pf J knewe that my 
wozkes were cauſe of your pꝛiſone, al: 
moch as myne euyll foztune1ts,þ which 
is to me fo contrary Þ it can not cauſe 
me to dye well Woute J may ſaue you, 
The whiche Þ purpoſe to do. And if J 
dye in that quarell (pe ſhalbe delyueryd 


berties. J requpre pou take me not as 


welth of this woꝛlde. A ſhulde haue ben 


quite oute of pꝛeſone, and then J clene - 
rydde fro all my myſaduentures: and 
ſo the deth of one ſhalbe cauſe of. ii. li⸗ 


your enemp, foʒ any thing that ye ſuffre 
ſyn my merites are nat the cauſe, but ra 
ther it is myne euell foztune, And pe 
may well beleue that though your do⸗ 
lours be neuer ſo great, pet Þ fele moze 
tozment in þ thinkyng vpon them then 
ye do in the ſuffrynge. Wolde to god 
that J hadde neuer knowen you, and 
yet therby J ſhulde haue loſt the ſight 
of you: the which to me is the greteſt 


ryght happy, and J hadde neuer ſene 
no: harde, of the dolour that pe ſuffre 
and J ame ſo accuſtumpd to lyue in he⸗ 
upnes that J ame fayne to take coun⸗ 
ſaill foz your cauſe:but in the payne 8 
J fele nowJ take no counſapl, noz J 
haue no reſt,noz my harte can not be 
qupt foꝛ the payne that pe ſuffre: Feare. 
not the de 0,002 dr prob, bandes | — 


fue pou therfro. IJ &a!lſercheall the 
remedtes that 4 cane fynde to apeace p 
| Kkynges ire. And if ß fayilet.ruſt in me 
| that fo2 your liberte J ſhall deale in 
| ſuch wyſe, that as long as the wozld en 
dureth, there ſhalbe remembꝛance and 
enlample of hardy valiautnes. Foz this 
that J ſay is no great thyng to be done 
fo: beſilde pour excellent valeute. The 
cruell Juſtice of pour pꝛeſone cauſet 
my hardpynes, who ca reſiſt my ſtrengt 
ſyn J haue it by pour meanes. What 
thing is it that the harte dare not enter 
ptice, your beaute being fixed therin, | 
(Ther is allonely but one euyll in pour 
ſaluaſion, the which may be bought w 
an eaſy pꝛyce accozdyng to pour deſerte 
that is, loſpnge of my lyfe. nd though 
I ſo do it is but a ſmalle loſſe, ſo it map | 
delyuer you. With my good Hope, |. 
ſtrengh your febler es: fo: and pe ſhuld 7 
-fette pour thoughtes vpon al icoperdes | t 
pe myght ſone therby ende pour life: n 
wherby. u. greate — t 
| : enlue 
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enſae.The fyꝛſt and pꝛincipall is pour 


-deth;The.1i.1s I ſhuld thẽ be — 
fro the greteſt honour that any man 


myght haue, as in that I ſhulde not 
then laue you. Lady, beleue in my woꝛ⸗ 


des and truſt my pꝛompſe, do not as 


ſome other women do, to take great 
feare: foꝛ a ſmall cauſe. Jf your femp- 
nyne condycion accuſe you with feare: 
Then lete pour diſcrecion ſtrength you 
agayne, which ye may well do by myne 


4 aſſurance; and bycauſe this that I ſay 


ſhalbe wel pꝛoupd. Therfoze J requpꝛe 
you beleue me, J wꝛyte not to you at 


length as J wold do, but F ſhall pzoue 


to further your ipfe, 

¶ The aucto2 , 
Hyle Lereano wzote his letter J 
made me redy to deperte and recey- 
uyd his letter, and made all the 


dylygence that J coulde, tyll Icame to 


the courte and dyd my deuour that in 

me was to haue ſpoken with Laureola, 

to haue gyuen her ſome comefozte: but 
G. u. J was 


grate of irone , Ind at nyghte J came 
| thyther, ⁊ wzappyd the letter together, 
and ſette it on a ſpere poynte, a ſo with 
moche trauaill I dyd caſt the letter in 
at the wyndowe in to her chamber, and 
p next moꝛnyng J came thyder agayne, 
and ſaw the wyndow open, and J ſaw 
wher L aureola ſtode, but the latyſe was 
ſo thycke, p I cowlde haue no perfyght 
ſyght ot her. Fynally J apꝛochyd nerer 
to the wyndowe, and when ſhe ſaw me 
marchyng fo: by þ wyndowe. She caſt 
ſodenly oute a letter, withoute ſpekyng 
of any woꝛde: bycauſe of the pꝛeaſe that 
was nere hande. And as J was goyng 
away, ſhe ſayd: Take there the reward 
ok the pite that J haue ſhewed, and by 
cauſe her kepers were nere aboute her 


I was denped to fe her. Then J was 
enfourmpde of the chamber wher the 
laye, wher was a wpndow with a great 
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J durſt make none aunſwere: but herſb 
woꝛdes dyd put me in to ſuche paſſion, j li 


trace ol 


that who ſo hadde folowyd me by theſ pt 


trace of my wepynge myght well haue 
found me out. The tenour of her letter 
folowith. ¶ Laureolas letter toLerea, 
Cannot tell the Lereano, how to 
Faundwer, and where as euery man 
lawdith pite and reputith it fo: a 
bertue, and in me it is taken koz a vice. 
And accoꝛdyng therto J ame chaſtyſed, 
J do as Jought to do accozdynge to 
pitie: ; I haue as J deſerue accoꝛdyng 
to my myſfortune. Foz ſurely thy foz 
tune noꝛ thy wozkes is no cauſe of my 
p:eſone,no: I complayne not of the no: 
of none other perſone lpuynge, but 
alonely vpon my ſelfe, who to kepe the 
fro the deth, charge my ſelke culpable, 
howbeit, this compaſſpon that J haue 
of the is moze papnefull, then charge. 
J do remedy as innocent, and pet J 
ame punyſhed as culpable. How be it, 


et moche moꝛe pleaſyth me this pꝛeſone 
er bepnge withoute errour, then to be at 


n, liberte, + infectyd ther ww. And though 
heſ pt be. paynekull to ſuffre, pet N ame 
0 


G. iii. eaſpd 


eaſyd agayne that J haue not deſetuyd 
it. J ame ſhe that amonge all lpupnge 
creatours, ought leſte to lpue, without 
the kynge ſane me. Jhope vppon no 
thinge but deth: fox yf thou delyuer me, 
v2 any of thone, in what fo euer manct 
it be, I ſhalbe dolozous And pt chou 
do not remedpe me; J ame ſure to dye; 
and yf thou delyuer me and take me a- 
waye J ſhalbe condempned as culpa⸗ 
ble. Therfoze J requpze the to trauayll 


to ſaue myne honoute and kame, ra⸗ 


ther then mpne lyfe :foz the one muſte 
ende, and the other wyll endure. As J 
haue ſayde, ſerche to apeace the furonr 
ofthe kynge my father :foz otherwpſe 
Fcannotbe'ſaued without the deſtruc 
tion of mpne honour. Pow be it. J re- 
mptte all to thy good counſayle and ad 
nyſe. Thy wyſdome can thoſe the beſte 
waye: thou mayſte ſe the rewarde that 
J haue foz the fauoure, that J haut 
chewed the. I ame put in pꝛiſone where 
as murderers were wonte tobe kepte: 
N — and 


and J ame tyed with cheynes and with 
ſharpe tozmentes, my tendze flefſhe is 
tozmented ,and with koꝛce of armes J 
ame kepte, as though J hadde the fozce 
and power to ſkape awape. Thus deli⸗ 
cate is my ſufferynge, and my paynes 
ſo cruell, that beſyde ß ſentence of deth, 
my father myght other wyſe haue take 
vengeance vpon me, then to ſuffre me 
to dye iu this cruell pꝛiſõ. J haue great 
meruaple how of ſuche a cruell father, 
ſhulde iſſue ſo pacyente a Doughter : pf 
J hulde be lyke hym in condicion, 1 
ſhuldenot feare his iuſtice, ſpn he wpll 
do it ſo vnituſtely., As to that touched 
Perſio J wyll make none aunſwer, by⸗ 
cauſe J wyll not dekyle my tongue, as 
he hath done my fame and renowne. 7 
had rather he wolde reuoke and denye 
his woꝛdes that he hath ſayde, rather 
then he ſhuld dye fo2 them : but what ſo 
euer J ſap, determyne thy ſelfe as thou 
lyſte, thou mapeſt not erte in that thou 


wylte do. 
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The Auctour. | 
Vbadde dowttous J was when JF 
hadde recepued and redde the let: 
tter ſent kro Laureola to Lereano, 
whether J ſhulde ſende it to Lereano, 
ozels kepe it ſtyll, tyll I weut mp ſeife. 
At laſt I determpned not to ſende it fo; 
two conſyderacpons and inconuenten : 
ces. The one was. J feared to put our 
ſ:cretes in perell of diſcoueryng by rea 
ſon of puttyng truſte of any meane meſ 
ſenger. The other was fo? feare leſt the 
trouble that the letter ſhulde puthym 
bnto, ſhulde cauſe hym to execute his 
purpole in haſt, befoze the tyme agreed 
betwene hym and me: and therby all 
myghte haue ben loſt, So to tourne to 
my fy2{t purpoſe: The fy:ſt day J came 
to the courte, I pzoued and tempted the 
wylles of ſuche, as FJ thought wolde be 
of our opinion, and J toũd none of the 
contrary deſyꝛe, ſauynge the frendes of 
Perſio, to whom me thoughte it but a 
foly to ſpeake. And then J went * the 
ac 
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Cardynall ,and deſyred hymÞ it wolde 
pleaſe hym to make ſupplicacion to the 
king foꝛ the life of his doughter Laure 
ola. The which he grauntyd to do with 
no [eſſe loue and compaſſion, then J 
deſired it. And lo incontinent wdyucrs 
other prelates and greate Loꝛdes to ge 
ther, they wente to the kyng. Then the 
cardynall in hys owne name, and in all 
they2s.ſayd to the kinge as folowith 
¶ The cardynall to the kinge. 
pʒ it is not without reaſon that 
noble pꝛinces in tyme paſt oꝛdy⸗ 
ned they; counſailloꝛs, to oꝛdꝛe 
by them what was to be done: wherby 
they found great pꝛofytte. And though 


coũſaill were ſtabliſhed foꝛ many goode 


cauſes, pet J fynde. vi. reaſones that Þ 
ſame law ought to be oblerued. The 
fy2ſt is bycauſe that men map moche 
better ozder other mens maters, rather 
then they; owne : foꝛ the harte of hym 
that the mater tochyth can not be with 
oute ſome ire, coueteſnes, aſfection, oz 

\ G. b. deſire 
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deſire, oꝛ ſome other lyke condicio. So 
that he (ſhall not determyne the cauſe; 
as he ought to do. The .ti.is when 
maters be pleatyd and arguyd : the 
traugth is the better knowen. The. ui. 
yr the counſaylours oꝛdeyne tuſtly, and 
bꝛyng the mater well to paſſe: the gloꝛy 
and honour is to them that folowyth 
ſuche counſapll. The :ttit. ts yf by a 
nather mannes counſlayll the beſynes 
fayleth and takyth none effecte : pet he 
that demaundeth the counſayll is oute 
of blame ⁊ charge: and they that gaue 
thecounlayll muſte bere the charge # 
faulte, The. v.ys bycauſe good coũſayl 
often tymes aſſuryth thynges that be 
dobutious . The. vi. is yt a man be 
fanlen in cuyl koꝛtune:pet in all aduer⸗ 
ſites good counſayll putteth the pertye 
in good hope. Certapnelp ſp: it is but a 
blynde counſapll, a man to counſapll 
hym ſelfe, knowynge hym ſelfe in any 
kurour oꝛ paſſion . Therfoze (pz blame 
vs not, though in the fercenes of.your 
ire 
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tre, we be come to trouble pou: foz we 

hadde rather that ye ſhulde in your ire 
repꝛehende vs fo: our comp unge to you: 
Then that after pe ſhulde repent you 
and condempe vs, bycauſe we gaue pou 


no counſapll. Syz thynges done by 


good deliberacyo and-accozd,p2ocurith 
p:ofpt, and pꝛayſe to them that ſo doth: 
And thynges done in haſt a with fury, 
repẽtance muſt make amendes. Suche 
wyſe and noble men as ye be, when they 
ſhulde do any warke, fyꝛſt they ſhulde 
determpyne, oz they dyſpoſe , aſwell in 
thynges prelent, as in thynges to tome 
and alwell in thoſe thyuges that they 
hope to haue p2ofyte by, as in thoſe 
thynges that they feare the contrary. 
And if they fynde them ſelfe troublyde 
with any patfſion, tyll they be cleryd 
therfro, they ſhulde gyue no:ſentence; 


And pk they debate, and delaye ther 
deades, then they do well: foz in all 
ſuche weighty maters . haſt is daunge⸗ 


rouſe, and taripnge is ſuretie. A wyſe 
| | man 


man that wyll do tnftly muſt thynke on 
all theſe thynges, and oz he do any | 
thyng,folow reaſone, and eſtabliſh the 
execucion honeſtly . It is the pꝛoperte 
of them that be diſcrete, to pꝛoue they? | | 
counſailours, and not to determpyne | | 
vpon a lyght credence: And there as a a 
thyng femyth donbtefull, holde then 
the ſentence in balance: foꝛ all thynges | | 
ys not of trouthe, that ſemyth to be true | 
The thought of the wyſe man, now | ! 
agreeth # now demaundeth, and not | 
oꝛdeyn, and all wayes caſt in his minde ( 
what may fall, and be ielous of his 1 
0 

[ 


fame, and kepe hym ſelke fro erryng, 
and foz feare of fallynge therin wyll 
remember that is paſt and take the beſt 
therof,and oꝛdeyne foz the tyme pꝛeſent 
with a temperance, aud to remember 
what is to come, andin all thele totake | c 
auyſemente. Sy: all this that we haue Þ 
ſaydis that ye ſhulde remember pour 

n 


wpldome,and oꝛdeyne pour deades not 
kuryouſly :but lpke a wyſe man, and 
tozne 
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tone the koꝛce of yottrnaturalwyſoome 

agaiuſt the accydent of pour ire. Dy 
we haue knowlege that ye wyll con- 
demne pour doughter Laureola to deth 
pk her bountie, and goodnes haue not 
deſerupde to be iuſtyfyde: Then of 


trouthe, ye are not ryghtwyſe iudge: 


neuer trouble your glozyous fame 
ſuchea iudgement. And we put cale 
though ſhe had deſerued this punyſhe- 
ment, pet in pour ſo doyng, ye ſhalbe 
defamyde and reputyde rather fo2 a 
cruell father, then a ryghtwyſe kynge, 
pe gyue credence to. ui. euyll men, # of 


ſhamekull conuerſacton, certayniy as 


ood reaſone hadde it bene, to haue 
oꝛtyd they2 lyues, as to haue gyuen 
credence to theyꝛ wytnes. They be men 
ſoze defamyd in pour courte, fo2 they 
confernte them ſelfe to all iniquite. 
They glozifye them ſelfe in theyz falſe 
teaſones mabpn'), #in the begylynges 
that thep make. und ſyꝛ why gyue pou 
moe fayth to thes inkoꝛmaciou, — 
then to 


then to p iudgemente of god, the which jt 
was clerely ſene in the batayll bytwene 
Pcrſio à Lereano. Be not the ſheder 
of your owne blodde: foꝛ then of all 
men, ye ſhalbe dyſp2aiſed and diſpyſed; 
blame not the innocent foz the coũſayll 
of the enuyous . And yk ye thynke that 
fo: all the reaſons that we haue ſayde If 
that Laureola oughtnot to be ſaupd: It! 
pet foz that pe ought to do fo2 vertue, | 
t bycauſe pe be bound of pour ropalnes ge. 
ko the ſeruice that we haue done you, Ji 
in our moſt humble wyſe: we requyze I 
you to haue mercy of her lyfe . Ind by⸗ It 
cauſe that fewer woꝛdes then we haue ie 
ſpoken ſhuld ſuffice to your clemency, u 
to conuerte pou to pytie , Therfkoze we JG 
wyll ſape no moze, but that ye wyll 
remember how moche better it is that |! 
your ire ſhuld peryſhe, rather then your ele 
-noble fame, cl 
The bynges aunſwere. I: 
f S y2S F repute n well counſaylyd flu 
pp pou it I were not moze bound 

R to 


to punyſhe, then to-perdone'; ye nede 

not ſhew me the reaſone, how that great 

pꝛynces ought to receyue conuſapll, as 

in that and in other thynges that ye 

haue ſhewed.J knew them ryght well, 

but ye know well, when the harte is 

chargyd with paſſtone,then is it locked 

e, fro herynge of any counſayle and in g 

tyme, the fruteful woꝛdes, to mytigate 

e, Iche paſſion of ire, cauſeth it the ſorer to 

g [encreaſe bzinging to the memozy the 

1, Jcauſe therof.wherfore J lay yf J were 

ze [quyte fo2 that impedyment, thynke 

then J (huld diſpoſe,and oꝛdeyn ſagely 

je fo: the deth of Laureola the whiche Þ 

p, will ſhewe, ſhe hathe deſeruyd by tuſt 

e cauſes determyned acoꝛdyng to honour 

and tuſtice ,and pk her errour ſhulde be 

it lefte vnpunniſſhed, I ſhulde then be no 

ir leſſe culpable, then Lereano. As to⸗ 
chyng my diſhonour and ſhame, yk it 
were publiſſhed that J chulde perdone 

d ſuch a caſe, of my neigbours J ſhuld be 

d diſpzaiſed, and of myne owne ſubgettes 

0 diſobeyed 


diſobeyed,and of euery man ſmally eur 
med. And alſo J might well be accuſed 
Þ J haue euil conſerued the generoſite 
of my predeceſſours. Ind this faulte 
myght be ſo far exſtemed, that it might 
ſpotte a defowle the fame of myne aun 
cettours paſſed, # lemyſh Þ honour of 
them that be pꝛeſent, and ſteyne Þ blud 
of them that be to come: foz one ſpotte 
in our lignage, mpght confounde all 
our generacion. The perdonynge of 
Laureola ſhuld be cauſe of other great 
euils, the whiche ſhulde folow by real 
of my perdonyng : wherfoze J hadde 
rather to cauſe feate, by reaſone of my 
crueltie, then to cauſe boldnes to do eull 
by reaſone of my pitie. And in mp ſo do⸗ 
ing J ſhalbe eſtemed as a kinge ought 
to be, by reaſon of doing iuſtice. Be 


holde how many reaſons there be,that 
ſludelede,þ ſhe ought to haue lentenc 
ye knowe well, our lawes hath ſtabliſ 
ſhed, that a woman accuſed in ſuch ce 
ſes ſhuld ſuffre deth, and ye ſe 2 ˖ 
; | 11 
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it were better koꝛ me to be called a kyng 

in mynyſtrynge iuſtice then to perdone 
the culpable. And it ought well to be no 
ted þ in ſtede of conſernyng the lawe, if 
J do bꝛeke it my ſelfe, p whiche ought 
not to do, then Þ cõdemne mp ſelf. The 
righte waye oughte equally to be kept 
x obſerued:foꝛ the hart of a iuge ought 
not to be moyede fo2 fauoure;fo2 loue, 
no2 couetyſe.no2 foꝛ none other accidẽt: 
folowing the right tuſtyce is laudable. 
And yk it be fauourable, then it is ab⸗ 
hozred. Juſtice ought neuer to go oute 
of the ryght way, ſyne it is cauſe ot 
ſo moche goodnes , It canſith feare to 
them that be euyll, and it ſuſteynyth 


them that be goode. Jt pacefyeth all 


differences:it determynyth al queſtions 
it expelith all ſtryues and contenſions a 
it agreith all debates, it aſſurith the 
wayes, it honourith the people, it fa- 
uourith the ſmall people, and of baſe 


condicion, it bꝛidilith the myghty men 
andto the comon weale, 1 e 1175 


kptable. Then to conſerue ſuch a welthe 
and that the lawes ſuſteynpth it, Ft is 
ryght that IJ ſhuld vſe iuſtice.yf pe de: 
ſirc ſo moch the helth of Laureola and 
p:ayſe ſo moche her goodneſſe, bꝛynge 
fo:th one witnes of her innocenſy, as J 
haue. iii. to charge her, then ſhe ſhall be 
perdonyd with reaſone, and pꝛayſed 
with trouth . Alſo where as ye lay that 
I chulde gyue faith to the iudgemente 
of god, aſwell as to the wytnes of other 
men: it is no meruapll thought J do 
not ſo, fo2 J fe the wytnes certapne at 
myne eye: and as foz the iudgment ts 
not pet endyd, Foz thoughe Lereano 
hadde the better of the batayll we may 
iudge the mpddes, but we know not 
the ende. Iwill not aunſwere to al your 
alegaſyons and ſapenges, bycauſe J 
wyll make no longe pꝛoces, and at the 
ende ſende you away without hope. J 
deſire moche to accept your requeſtes 
bycauſe of pour well deſeruyng therof: 
aud if J do not, pet I requyze pon ods 
Ty, 03 
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it foz none euyll, foz ye ought no leſle to 
deſpre the honour of the father, then 
the ſaluacton of his doughter. | 
¶ The Juctoꝛ. 

He deſperate aunſwere of Þkyng, 

was to the herers great heuynes. 

And when J ſaw that this remedy 
was to me contrary, then J ſought foʒ 
another wap. truſtyng that ſhulde be 
moꝛe pꝛofitable. And þ was Þ thought 
to go to the quene that ſhe ſhuld deſyre 
the kyng foz the ſaluacys ot her dough 
ter Laureola. So J wente to her, who 
was partaker of her doughters ſozow, 
And J founde her in an hall acõpanyd 
with manp noble ladpes and other. who 
were ſuffycyente to haue atteygnyde 
they deſyꝛes, other iuſte oz vmuſte, 
though the mttaer hadde ben neuer ſo 
greate, yet thepz deſyꝛes ought not to 
haue ben refuſed, bycauſe of p auctozite 
ofthe quene, who knelyd downe and 
ſpake woꝛdes to the kyng,aſwel leyeng 
* to hym koz his ite, as alſo — 
H. li. des of 


des of pitie to apeace hy. nd: the! 
ſhewed hym the moderatpon that a 
kyng ought to haue, and repzehendyd 
the perceuerice of his ire: and ſhewyng 
hym how he was a father, and allegyd 
teaſones ryght dyſcrete to note and tull 
of ſoꝛow : ſayng, that if he wolde nedes 
erecute his cruell iudgemente, to do it 
Father vpõ her ſelfe ( ſeyeng great parte 
of her peres were paſſpd) then vppon 
Laureola in her yonge age, aptoupng 
that by her owne deth, the fame of the 
fudge ſhulde be ſauyde, and the lyfe of 
her that is iudgyd, and the mynd of the 
delpzer fulfylled . But the kynge ſtyll 
was indurate in his kyꝛſt purpoſe . All 
the quenes raſones could not ſe rue no: 
pet her bytter wepynges. And therwith 
the quene went in to her chamber with 
ſmall ſtrength ſoze wepyng, and as 
redy to dye. And when F-ſawe that the 
quene could gette no grace of the kyng, 
J went to thekyng withoute any feare 
of his ferſnes; and layd: how he ought 
; pf. to gyue 
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togyuehts ſentẽte withclere tultice;fo2 
Lereano-thulde fynde a man to fyght 
agaynſ}-Allthole,; itz falſe wytneſles, 
oꝛelles to do his owne pzoper perſon, 
and topap chem accozdynge to they 
deſertes, and then god chall che w where 
the ryghtas. Then the kyng aunſwered 
me, that I ſhuld leue myne ambaſſade 
fo: creano : {ayeng how the heryng of 
his name encreſyd his paſſpon and ire. 
And when the quene knewe there was 
no remedy to ſaue the lyfe of Laureola: 
She went to the paiſone and kyſſed her 
dyuerce tymes; and ſayde, as folowith, 
. The quene to laureola, - 
Bountie, by malice. accuſpd; O 
vertue, by ite codemnyd,Pdough 
ter bozne of thy mother to ſozow: 


thou ſhalte dye withoute iuſttce, and J 
mult wepe by reaſon. Thyne vnhappe 
hath moe puſance to condempne the, 
then thyn innocẽcy to laue the; without 
the J ſhall lyue accompanyed with do⸗ 
loures, the whiche in thy ſtede thon 


Taltlete me. Thy deth ſhal ende ti. ly. 
nes, the one is thyne without cauſe, and 
mpne by good reafone: and ryght. To 
lyue artet p; ſhuld be to me a ſozer deth, 
then that thou: halte receue: foz it is 
karre greatter tozniente, to deſpze the 
deth, then to ſuffre it. Wolde to god, 
thou myghteſt be called the doughter 
of the mother ß ſhuld dye, rather then 
to be ſhe'Þ I ſhuld ſe dye. Ok euery ma 
thou ſhalte be bewatled as long as the 
wozlde endureth: all that of the haue 
any knowledge, wyll ſette litle by this 
ceaime.$ whiche thou ſhuldeſt enherpte 
accodyng to thy deſertes:fo2 all that Þ 
att fallen in to thy fathers diſpleaſour, 
pet all ſuche as knowith the affyrmpth, 
that there ig none in all this land that 
deſerue thy merytes:ſuche as be blynde 
delyꝛe to ſe ß:the dome deſyreth to ſpeke 
with the: the powze and p tyche to ſerue 
5, all the wozld is wel content with the, 

arte de hatyd w no creature, but alo⸗ 
Relp wich Perſio. pk N map lyue a — 

27 ns 


— @ we ws, vS SW + W * eee TL SS & 0 


fone, he ſhall receue foʒ his demerites, 
iuſte rewarde: And thouhe J haue 
noone other ſtrength, but to deſpze his 
deth. and to be reuengyd of hym pk J 
coulde:the euill will J bete hym, (ſhuld 
then ſoone be vtteryd. pet this can not 
ſatyſfye me: fo2 I can not heale the do⸗ 
lour of the ſpotte of the execucion ok the 
vengeans. O mp dere doughter thy hos 
neſty hath pꝛouyd thy vertue. why doth 
not the king gyue moze credence, to thy 
pꝛeſence, then to the wytnes ok thy falſe 
enempes. In thy wozdes, deades.and 
thoughtes, all wayes thou haſt ſhewpd 
a vertuous harte. Why then ſhulde 
god ſuffre the to dye, J can fynde none 
other cauſe, but by reaſon of mp ſpnnes 
that J haue compttyd, rather then fog 
any meryt of thy ryghtwiſnes. J wold 
my deades myght be coparyd to thyne 
innocency . Dere doughter lyfte vp 
thyne harte to heuyn, take no ſozow, to 
leue that muſt nedes ende, foz that 
thyng that is permanent J:allure the 
H. iui. our 


. etirlozd god wyll that thouſhaltſuffre 
as a marter, to thentente Þ thou ſhalte 
iope in his beatitude. In me haue none 
other hope, but that and J were wozthy 
to go thyther, as thou arte ſuer to go, 
| Jwvolde. ſhoztely: bere the company, 
Thynkyſt thou not, that it is a harde 
trouble to me to remember how many 
ſupplicacions hathe ben made to the 
kynge foꝛ thy lyfe, and pet they can not 
obteyne . And at this houre, a ſharpe 
knyfe may rydde and make an ende ot 
thy lyfe, and therby leue the father in 
faulte,and the mother in ſoꝛow, and the 
doughter withoute helthe, a the realme 
withoute an herytour. O the lanterne 
of myne eyen, J ſay to the theſe feareful 
wozdes to the entent they ſhuld bzeke 
thyne harte a ſonder:foz Jhadde rather 
thou ſhuldeſte dye in my power by 
ſoꝛow, then to ſe the dye by iuſtice: foz 
though. J ſhuld ſhede thy bludde, pet 
my handes ſhulde not be ſo cruell, as is 
the condicion of thy father , D.vixgyne 
TH immacu 
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immaculate ſyn J can not accomplyſh 
my deſpte, and that J muſte deperte 
fro the: pet receyue the dolozous laſt 
kyſſynge and blyſſyng of thy ſozowfull 
mother: And thus J wyll go fro thy 
ſyght, and fro thy lyfe, x moſt dely2ug 
to go fro myne owne lyfe, | 
¶ The Jucto2 | 

Hen the quene hadde endyde 1 
wozdes ſhe wolde not abyde the 
aunſwere of þ innocent her dough⸗ 
ter Laureola, bycauſe ſhe wolde not 
receyue doble ſoꝛow. Thus the quene 
and ſuche loꝛdes as were in her copaup 
departed, with the gretteſt lamẽtacions 
that euer was made. And when ſhe 
came in to her chamber, ſhe ſent tal au⸗ 
teola a meſſenger, aduyſing her to 
wꝛyte to p kyng her father, Thynkyng 
that he wolde take moꝛe compaſſion by 
reaſone of her piteous woꝛdes, rather 
then by the peticious of any other that 
trauellyde foꝛ her liberte. Who at the 
cõmaundemet of her d enn 
v. toke 


toke penne and inke and wzote with 
ter turbaciõ, then hope of remedp, 
Her letter ſpecyfped as folowith. 

| ¶ The letter of Laureola 

2 to the kynge 

Ere father J vnderſtande, that pe 
haue gyuen ſentence vpon me to 
dye, and that the terme ol my lyfe 
halbe accomplyſhede within theſe. uit. 
dayes, 4 J knowe well the innocentes 
ought no leſſe to feare thepz foztune, 
then ſuche as be culpable to feare the 
lawe. Ind ſyn it is ſo that my myſTo:- 
tune hath bzought me in to this parell 
that J ame in, and not foꝛ any defaute 
that Þ haue done, the which lyghtly pe 
mdght know if the furour of your ire 
wolde ſuffer you to ſe the trouth. ye are 
not ignozante of the vertue that the 
auncyante cronicles # hiſtozyes many- 
feſtith of the kynges and quenes : fro 
whome J do pꝛocede. Then why was 
J bozne of ſuche a blodde that wyll by⸗ 
leue rather the falſe infozmaſion, then 
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thebounte nattrall.yf it pleace you ts 
flee ine, fo; your pleaſur, pe may well do 
it: But as toching iuſtice. ye haue no 
cauſe therto.The deth that ye will gpue 
me, though J rcfuce it foz feare: yet by 
reaſone of obedience 7 do cõſent therto, 
as ſhe that louyth bettet to dye vnder 
pour obedyence, rather then to Tpue in 
pour dyſpleaſure. Howbeit J requpze 
you,ozye determpne,take good adupſe 
fo; as ſure as god is true Þ neuer dyd 
thyng to deſerue toſuffre any payne. 
But ſyr J ſay to pou, it is as cõuenient 
the pitie of the father, as the rygoure 
of iuſtice. Withoute dought J deſpze 
aſwell my lyfe.becauſe it tocheth your 
honour ſonere,as J do bycauſe it per⸗ 
teyneth to my ſelfe: fo2 at the ende J 
ame pour doughter. Couſidre ſyr who 
focuer vlith crueltie, ſerchith foz his 
owne perell: moze ſurer it is to be be⸗ 
louyd, fo2 vſpnge of pitie and clemence 
rather then to be fearyd by crueltie. He 
that wyll be fearyd, muſte feare. Cruell 


kynges 


kyngesare ofcueryman brhatyd and 
ſuche, ſome tyme in ſerchynge to be g⸗ 
venged, loſyth them felfe: foz they; (ub 
gettes rather deſyze trouble change of 
the tyme, then the canſeruaciou ob they: 
| aftates, Fm good people; feare ſuche 
tondicionsan a prince and ſuche as be 
auelli feare thepʒ eruell tuſtice: ſo that 
therby often cypmes, theyz owue ſev- 
antes ſtudy tout them downe and 
ta lee them: vſynge with them che ſame 
condicion ot cruelte, ſuche as they: vſyd 
them ſelfe-befo2e and gate them en 

ſample. Sp I ſan this bicauſe q delpze 
to ſuſteyne your honour aud your lyfe. 
Small hope pout ſubgettes Hall haue 
in you ſo cruell againſt me: They ſhall 
feare the ſame, and ther by haue you in 
a meruelous ſuſpecte, and he that is 
not (ure, can make no ſurgtie; D How 
frely delyuerpd fro ſuche occalions are 
thoſe pynces ; mhaſe hartes axe endeu 
d with clemenoyve and pitie Thepz 
_ ſubgettas carethguot t ns in 
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they? quarels, to ſaue them fro pern | 
They will wakeall'nyght,and defends! 
them on:þ day Moe hope and ſtrength 
theſe benynge and pitekull kynges he! 
ue, by reaſone that they be belouyd of 
they? people, then in the ſtrenght of thi? 
walles of thepz ſtronge foztereſſes: m) 
other wyſe, if the kynge be behaipd of 
hig ſubgiettes if he hadde nede, they 
that come moſt flackeſt to ſaue hym, 

ſhall haue moſte thanke of the people. 
Therfoꝛe ſyꝛ regarde well what hurte 
and daũger crueltie cauleth: and what 
pꝛofyt gentlenes and pitie pꝛocureth: 
Howbeit ik pe thynke the opinyon- of 
your furourbetter than good counſatll. 
and naturall pꝛudence, then vnhappy 
is thatdoughter to be bozne, to biyng 
her fathers Iyfe in to cõdiciõ of (clanres 
der pꝛouyd with ſuche cruell deades', 
Thus no man ſhall truſt in you, norpe 
ſhall truſt no man: fo2 ił men pꝛocure 
vour deth, ve can be in no ſuretie. Atiy 
chethrug that molt gteuith me 18 /in 
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agayne J curſed my myſaduenture, 
thought that mp tozmente was lo great 
that it occupied my harte in dolout: pet 
my mynde foꝛgat not to do p J ought, 
Ind though J hadde more ſpace to en⸗ 
dure payne, rather then to fpude reme⸗ 
dy: pet then J wente, and ſpake with the 
lorde Gawlo her vncle, and ſhewpd 
hym how Lercano was determpnyd to 
take Laureola perfozce out of preſone, 
wherfoze I deſpzed hym to be redy with 
a certapne nombre of men, that when 
Lereano hadde taken her oute of preſs, 
then he wold delpuer her to his power 
to ſette her in ſauegarde. Becauſe that 
if Lereano ſhulde cary her away with 
hym, it ſhulde veryfy the wytnes of the 
falſe accuſers. And bycauſe that þ deth 
of Laureola was as dere to hym, as to 
the quene his ſuſter:he aunſwered me a 
ſayde, how he was content therwith. 
Ind when his wyll and my deſpre were 
contpꝛmable together, then I depertyd 
lecretip, bycauſe that oz anp bzute were 
made 


made ß dead myght be erecutyd?fodcly, 
And when J came to Lereano, IJ ſhe⸗ 
ud hym all that J hade done, and ot 
che ſmall effect therof, And then J dely- 
ered hym Laureolas letter, and what 

fd: the compaſſion of the woꝛdes therin 
_ and with the thoughtes that he deter⸗ 
myned to do, his harte therwith was ſo 
oppꝛeſſyd, p he wiſt not what aunſwere 
td make me. He wepte fo; compaſſion, 
any coulde not refrapne his ire, and 
was ſoze dilcomefkoztyd by reaſone of 
his euyll foztune, and pet he hopyde 
accoꝛdyng to iuſtice. When he thought 
to reſkew Laureala, he was toyfall, 
And agayne when he doughtyde to 
bzynge it aboute, his harte changyde. 
Fynally leueng al doubtes, a knowpng 
the aunſwere of Galleo, then he began 
to ſtudy what waye to accompliſhe, his 
enterpꝛice. And lyke a wyle knyghte, 
well pzoupdyde whyle J hadde ben in 

the courte: he had aſſemblyd to gether 

of his own feruites;v.Cineu wore 
| | wit 


— — 


| without knowledgyng of! any of his 
. | kynne 02 frendes. Dome peraduentute 
| | wolde haue agreyd with hym with dif- 
crete conſideracton, ſuche as were made 
pziup. Some ot them lapd, $ kyng dyd 
euil. And ſome (ayd it was a ieoꝑdous 
, | enterpuce and perilous to accomplyſh, 
, | Therfoze to exchew al ſuch ine õueniẽts 
he thought to execute his dead alone w 
his owne men. So the day befoze that 
Laureola ſhuld haue bene iudged, Lere 
ano callyd befoze hym all his ſeruantes 
and ſayde to them: how the good vertu 
ous men were moze bounde to feare 
theyz ſhame, then the perell of theyz 
lyues. Alſo ſayenge, how yet lyueth the 
fame ot them that be paſſyd, by reaſone 
of theyz deades that they haue done. 
And he deſired them that koz couetyſe 
of woꝛldly goodes þ whiche ſhall haue 
an ende, that they ſhulde not foz that, 
loſe the glory of them, that liueth pers 
petually . And he deſpꝛed them to haue 
in thepz memozp, the rewarde of well 
Ef dyeng 
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dyeng, a he ſhewyd the what folychnes 

it was to feare deth. Ind in theyꝛ fo do⸗ 
png, he pzompſed them great gyftes a 
rewardes:'And when he hadde made to 
them a lang fermon, then he declaryd 
$ cauſe that he ſent foz them: and all 
| they with one voice pꝛoferyd to lyue 
and dye with hym. And when Lereano 
ſaw they: good wylles, he thought hym 
ſelfe then well accompanyd, and ſo de- 
pertyd in the nyght, and came in to a 
valey nere to the citie, ther he tarped all 
the nyght, and inkourmyd his me what 
they ſhulde do. He apoyntyd one capi⸗ 
tayne with a. C. men of armes, that 
they ſhuld go ſtreyght to the lodging of 
Perſpo, and to ſlee hym, and aſmany as 
dyd reſyſt them. Then he apoyntyde 
other. ii. capitayns with eche of them. l. 
footemen, to go vp the two pꝛincipall 
ſtreates, goyng to the pꝛeſone where as 
Laureola was cõmaundyng them that 
when they came to the pꝛeſon, then they 
to tome theyʒ faces to the citie * 
epe 
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bepe'& de fende that mo-perſon-thulde: 
entre in to thecaſtell vntylliſuohe tyme 
as he with ather aui. Ciomen tame to 
take oute Laureoila; Andthe capitayne 
that he hadde tõmaundpd to le Perfigr 
he chargyd hym that when he had done 
to come and mote with h ym at che pzels 
and they to defonde the aſſagelyf any 
camy to entre iu to the caſteii i whyle he 
were taßung oute of Laurcolac And all 
this thus agreyd + cocludad(when the 
gates wert apened iu the aoguynge (oz 
denly he and all hys men entered in ta 
the citie and euery capitayne:toke hede 
to his charge. The capitapue that had 
the charge to ſle Herſto executed his 
tõmaundemente, fox he: fiew:Perſio, + 
all other that were in his way to lette 
hym. Ther erſio endyd his myſerable 
Iyfe, and Lereano went to: the pꝛeſon 
and what with the:furour af his — 
with the vertue of: ius foꝛce fought ſo 

fercelp with the keners ofithe prelone 
and ———— that he tauld not get 
Ji. fozewarde 


koꝛ dede the 
But as ia al prtels the vonnne —— 


ſeth by fore of armes: o bp tiene 


koꝛte he came im to cho pen wher as 
Laureola was; and there HE:toke her 
with as greate ſtremony and honout 
as thought git hadde vent un tyme ol 
peace, he Rue downo 76 the perth, 
and kyn hat hunde, lytze the doughter 
of a kynge and with that preſent tur⸗ 
bacion; ende without ſaenght, lo 
that ſhe:voude not moutrqher leite Ber 
harte difmayd;:her colour faplyd, litle 
parte vf any lyte was leſte in her. ¶ hen 
Leteano tooke and catped: her oute of 
pꝛiſone and then mette with Galleo her 
vncle actoꝛdynge to his pꝛomyſe, who 
tame thyther with a certapnnomber of 
men, and thete in the pꝛeſence of euerp 
man Lereano delyuetpd, Laureola in 
to his handes; and ſtill his men fought 
aigainſt them that came agaiuſte hym: 
hut he ſet I aureola vpon an hakeney; 
that Galleo had ther redy, and _— 
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kyſte her hunde, and then went to ayde 

hig men, that were ſtyll fyghtyng, and 
ſtill he regandyd after Laureala, till he 
hadde loſte the ſyght of hero Galleo 
her vncle ledde her to a caſtell of his 
owne not farre thence, and when 5 hzute 
of this dead, came to the heryng of the 
kynge, he callyd foz his-armure, and 


ſownyd trompettes, and cauſpd all the 


men of his courte to be armyd, many 
ok the titie. And when Lereauo ſaw that 
ok neceſſite rt was tyme foz hym to get 
oute of the towne in tothe feldes, 


he comfoztyd his men, with (wete and 


hardy woozdes . And all wayes in his 
reculynge, he defendyd the multitude 
of his enemyes with a valiante harte. 
and to kepe an honeſt maner in his re⸗ 
culynge, he went in good oꝛder, and not 
with ſo great haſte, as the caſe requiryd 
Thus lefyng ſome ot his men, and lle⸗ 
png of, many ot his enempes. he came 
thithen where he had left al they; hoꝛſes 
So ſuche order as he had lette befoze 

21er! J. iii. | was 


was well and toutlykepte:antifo with: 
out perel he i his lept vp city horſes, 
the whieh was hard to haus den done if 
he had nor wyſely pzouldydrhe iremedy 
therdk befoze hand. Then the hozſemen 
put bef6ze chem they2 foteme, and toke 
the way to Duria,fro whence they tam 
And when Lereano ſaw; bandes ot 

the kynges apzoche nere hym, then he 
wente oute ot the wape, and conductyd 
fo wiſely his company by*-wayes of a 
vauntage that he ſcappd with as great 
honour in his 'reculynge; as he hadde 
wonne ithe fightynge:lohe enteryde 
agayne in to the towne of Durta with- 
oute loſle o any ot his men, which was 
greate meruapll:foꝛ the kyng was ther 
in pꝛopꝛe perſon with. v. M. men of ar- 
mes. who was inllampd with ire: and 
- To beſet the towne about, in purpoſe not 
to depert thence till ye had taken ven- 
geance of Lereano. when Lexeano ſaw 

ow he was belegyd he ſette his men 
Ike a wyle man of warre tothe walles,| 
ant THIS: where as 
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whereas was moſt feblyſt parte, there 
heſette moſt defence, and where as he 
myght beſt iſſue out in to the feld, there 
he ſette ſuch men as were mete fo2 that 
purpoſe, and there as he fearyd other 
crafte oz treaſone, there he ſette ſuch as 
he truſtyd beſt, Thus he vſpd hym ſelke 
Iykea wyſe capitapne. The kyng thyn- 
kyng to bꝛyng his enterpaice to an ende 
comaundyd to foꝛtefy his campe, and 
to pzouyde foz all thynges neceſſary 
pertepnynge toa cainpe royall, as en- 
gyus, baſtides and bulwerkes to beat 
the citie with artilery,and made greate 
dykes that none ſhuld iſſue oute, when 
the kynge ſaw ſo longe tariynge at this 
ſiege his ire encreaſyde: foz he hadde 
thought to hade taken Lereano by rea- 
ſone of famyne, and fo2 all that he ſaw 
the towne ryght ſtronge, yet he deter⸗ 
mynxpd to ſawte it the whiche he pꝛouyd 
with ſuche fercenes, that they within 
had great nede to put to they ſtrength 
and dilygence to reſiſte. Then Lereano 
J. iiii. went 


went a viſptydHis men with a. C. men 
ſuche as were deputyd foz that purpoſe, 
and euery where he ſaw any fyghtpng, 
he euer encoꝛagyd them, and where as 
he ſaw valiantnes he pꝛayſed them, and 
where he ſaw any eupll oꝛder he founde 
remedy . Fpnally the kynge cauſed to 
ſowne the retraytewith loſſe of many of 
his knyghtes , a ſpecially of the ponge 
luſty courteers who euer ſekyth fo2 pe⸗ 
rells, to wynne therby gloꝛy. Lereano 
-at the ſame aſſaulte was hyrte in the 
face and alſo loſte many of his puncpal 
men. his aſſaulte paſt, the kyng gaue 
other. v. aſſaultes within the ſpace of 
tit. monethes. ſo that in maner men be 
ganne to fayle on bothe parties, ſo that 
Lereano was doubteous of that enter⸗ 
pꝛice, how be it in his wozdes and coun 
tenance, no: in his deades nothynge of 
Feare coulde be. aſpted,ſo that Þ cozage 
ot the capitapne,tncozagyd all the other 
icapitanng, And then to gyue cozage to 
his men ſucht as werelefte, he _ to 
$104 1413. em 
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¶ Lereano to his company, 
' «> Ertapnip ſyꝛs as pe be but fewr 
..nober.ſo our ſtrength is not greate 
J haue doubte in our enterpzice 


them as folowith, Ms 
ein 


accoꝛdyng to our euyll foztune, but in 
that, vertue is eſtemyde moze then is 
greate nomber, and conſyderynge — 


noble deades paſſed, I thynke 
haue moze nede of good foztune, then 
of greate nober of knyghtes: wherfoze 
alonely in you is all my hope, and ſyne 
our helthe ts in our handes, aſwell foz / 
the ſuſtentacion of our lyues, as foꝛ the 
glozy of good fame, we ought valiacly, 
to fyght, now Þ caſe ts offeryd vs ozels 
to leue the pꝛotyt of our enherptaneeto 
them that wold diſherpte vs. Thus we 
ſhulde be vnhappy if fo: feare a faynte 
cozage we ſhuld leſe our herytage:ther- 
foze lette vs fyght, to delyuer our blude 
fro ſhame and diſhonour aud my name 
fro enfamy, this day lette vs make an 
ende of our lyues, ozels conterme nur 
J. v. Honours 


honours, lette vs defende our felfe,and 
not to be ſhampyd, foz greater is the re- 
warde of vpctory, then the occaſions of 

perel. Thts paynefull iyfe that we lyue 
m, J know not why we ſhulde ſomoche 

deſpzc it, the dates therof are but ſhozte 

and longe in trauapll,Þ which fo feare 

mereſeth not, noꝛ fo: hardynes ſhozteth 
not: fo when we be bone, our tyme is 
lymyted, the whiche we (hal not paſſe, 
thereby feare is ſubdued, a hardynes 
lawded, we can not put our foztune in a 

better ſtate, then to hope of an honoura 
ble deth. O gloztous fame. O couetyſe 
taudable the aueriſe of honour wherby 
is atepned greatter deades, then this 
of ours is, leite vs not feare the greate 
company that is in the kinges campe 
fo at the fyꝛſte encounter, the weke 
ſhall fyz\t fyght;;and ouercome them, # 
thep ſhall abaſhe che multitude # the 
ſmall nombꝛe wpllenfozce them ſelfe by 
wertue: many thynges dzyueth vs to be 


r vertue byndeth — 
an 
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and iuftice entoꝛſeth vg, neteſſitie ſhall 

rewarde vs. wherfozewe ought not to 
feate, foꝛ they: is nothynge that ſhulde 
cauſevs'to dye. Spas all theſe reafones 
that J haue ſayde is but fuperflew. ts 
enfo:ce our ſtrenght. Syn we haue it 
naturally but J well ſay to vou that in 
eurry tyme dur hartes onght to beoccu 
pied in noblenes, ⁊ our handes in dea⸗ 
des of:'armes; and our thoughtes in 
good wozkes good woꝛdes amonge 
company; as we do now I veceue equal 
gloꝛy aſwel fo the amoꝛous good wyll 
that pe ſhew me as fo: the deades of 
ar mes that ye haue done, aud bycauſe 


I ſe our enmpes pꝛepapꝛe them to fight 
wee conſtrapned to leueourtalkyng, 


q euery man to gette yemnto — _— 
and defence. 
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C Theauctoz: 200 
Ereano was aüſwerd of his knigh 
tes w greate conſtance aud cozage 
17 Lor bank, whereofhe thoughthyw 
{eiferyghthappy, that He hadde ach 
i 


\ 
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in the moꝛenynge Lereano determynyd 
that. l. of his menne with hym ſhulde 
iſue oute, and ſyt vpon a lodgyng that 
ioyuede to the walles perteynynge to a 
kynneſmans of Perſyos.Lereano dyde 
this bicauſe the kynge ſhuld not thynke 
that he lacked men. Ind this he dyde 
with ferme boldnes and ſo bꝛente the 
ſayde lodgynge, and ſleu many ſuch as 
made defence. And as god wolde in the 
ſame buſynes there was taken one of 
them that hadde accuſyde Laureola, he 
was bzought to Lereano, and was put 
to payne tili he was cauſyd to ſhewe all 
the trouth of the hole mater, and ſo he 
tonfeſſed the hole circũſtance of the ma⸗ 
ter. And when Lereano was en fourmed 
of the trouth, he ſent hym to the kynge, 
beſechynge hym to dyſcharge Laureola 
fro all blame, and to do tulkice vpon 
them, foz the payne that they haue cau⸗ 
ſed Laureola to endure. And when the 
u png knew the certaynte he was ryght 
gladde, and thought it was reaſon that 
| he requi 


he tequiryd, and to make ſhozte-pzoceg 
The kinge dyd iu ſtice vpon ui. fnice 
wytneſſes accodynge to thep; deſertes; 
then incontynent he reiſed vp3the ſiege 
and reputyd his doughter Laureola 
diſcharged, à Lereano withoute fawte 
and ſo went to his citie of Suxia, a then 
ſente foz Laureola by Þ gretteſt lozdes 
of his court, aud ſhe was bꝛought with 
equall houour acozdynge to her deſer⸗ 
uynge, and was toyfully receuyd of the 
kyng & of the quene, who wepte foz top 
and there the kinge diſcharged her fro 
blame, and the quene kyſt her, and all 
other ſerupd her Thus the payne paſſed 
was turned to great ioy pꝛeſeut. Then 
the kyng ſent to Lereano cõmaundyng 
hym not to come to his court till he had 
apeaſed p kynneſmen x frendes of Per⸗ 
ſio, the whiche cõmaundement he recey- 
ued w greate ſozow, bycauſe he mighte 
not ſe Laureola.And when he ſaw none 
other remedpe he felte hym ſelfe in a 
ſtrange maner, and ſeynge hym — de 
perty 
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pertyd fro her. He lefte the wozkes of 
chyualty, and retourned agayne to his 
olde amoꝛouſe thoughtes and trowbles 
deſyꝛyng to know what caſe Laureola 
was in. He deſpꝛede me.to kynde ſome 
honeſt maner, how he myght le x ſpeke 
w her, and pet his deſyze was ſo honeſt, 
that he deſyꝛyd not to ſpeke with her in 
ſuche wyſe that any fuſpecte ſhulde be 
layde to her, of the whiche he deſeruyde 
to haue had great thanke. And J who 
was glade to folowe his deſire deperted 
fro hym, and went to Suria:and when 
J came there, and had kyſte Laureolas 
hande, then J ſhewyd her Lereanos de- 
ſyꝛe, And ſhe aunſwered me and ſayde, 
that in no wyſe ſhe wolde ſpeke with 
hym, foꝛ dyuerce cauſes that ſhe alled⸗ 
gyde. And though ſhe was not content 
to graũt me at that tyme yet euer after 
as often as I myght ſpeke with her, J 
made ſtyll mp ſupplycacion, and fpnaly 
at laſte ſhe aunſwerede me & ſayde ons 
foz all, that it I ſpake any * — 

ert nthat 
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in that mater, ſhe wolde be vbtterly diſ⸗ 
pleaſpd with me. Ind when J harde 
her aunſwere, and ſaw her diſpleaſure 
then J went to Lereano with greate 
heupnes and dolour, and when J had 
ſhewyd hym how it was:then he began 
newly to complapne, and ſozowe, fo; 
hys myladuenture: ſo that with oute 
doubt he was in the condicion to haue 
diſpapꝛed. And when J ſaw that yet to 
entertapne hym J ſayde 4 counſaylyd 
hym to wiite agayne to Laureola,reco: 
dynge therin what he hadde done fo; 
her, and maruaylynge of her change, 
ſeynge ſhe had rewardyd hym befoze 
with her wꝛitynge. Then he aunlwered 
and ſapyde how he was well content to 
wute but not to recite therin any thyng 
that he had done fo2 her: the which he 
ſayd was nothynge atccoꝛdynge to her 
deſeruynge. Not alſo he ſayd he wolde 
make no remembꝛance in his letter of 
any rewarde 5 he had receyupd of her. 
Foz he ſapd, the lawe of loue defendeth 
any ſuc he 
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any ſuche thynge to be wzyten. What 
ſatiſfacion ſhulde J receue therby: foz - 
the greate perell that myght fall, yf the 
letter were ſene. Thus not tochynge 
thoſe maters J wyll wꝛyte to Laureola 
The tenour ok his letter folowith, 
¶ The letter fro Lereano 

to Laureola. 

Apꝛe lady Laureola accoꝛdyng to 

pour vertuous pytie ſynne pe 

know my paſſion J can not beleue 
but pᷣ ve wyll cõſente to my demaunde, 
ſyn J deſyze nothynge that ſhall be to 
your diſhonour ſeinge pe knowe myne 
euill. why do you dought, withoute rea 
ſon J dye. pe know that great payne oc 
cupyeth ſo myne harte, that J feale the 
euill, and can not ſhewe it: pf pe take it 
foʒ good that J ſhuld dye, thynking to 
ſatiſfye me with the paſſion p pe gyue 
me, ſyn it pꝛocedeth fro pou, hit is the 
gretteſt welth that J can hope fo2, and 
iuſtely I ſhall take it foz the ende of my 
reward, yk pe iudge me vncourteiſe in p 

| K.t. Ichulde 


I ſhuldenot be content with that ye do 
to me,gyuinge me cauſe of ſo gloztouſe 
thoughts. yet blame me not fo: though 
the wpll be ſatiſfyed. The vnderſtan- 
ding maketh quarell,and yf my dolour 
do pleace pou, bycauſe I neuer dyd you 
ſeruice that might atteyne to the heigh⸗ 
nes of your deſeruyng. whe J remcbze 
theſe thynges, # many mo, I thynke p 
bycauſe that pe wyll not grafite my ſup 
plycacion, bycauſe J can do nothynge 
that ſhuld deſerue it, pet hardynes hath 
cauſyd me to hope vpon mercy, not ac⸗ 
coꝛding to mp deſeruing, but accoꝛding 
to your bountie that may gyue it. And 
Ithynk that your vertue, cõpaſſpon, a 
pitie, ſhulde ayde me, bycauſe they be 
agreable to pour condycion. When a 
man hathe any buſpnes with a greate 
perſonage:thynkyng to attayn to haue 
grace:fyꝛſte he muſt wynne the good 
wpllesof the ſernauntes, wherby a man 
lightely ſhall come to his entent. But 
as foz me J can fynde no mm T 

| alle 
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hane done my detour to ſerche foꝛ ayde 
whome J haue found alwayes ferme 
« ſtable fo2 all thep haue requyred pou 
to haue mercy vpon me:pſowle bycauſe 
he ſufferet, hand the lyfe bycauſe it ſu⸗ 
ſteyneth, the harte bycaulſe it endureth, 
the vnderſtandynge bycauſe it keleth. 
And (pn ye wyll gyue no reward foz all 
theſe, in that they deſyze, and by reaſone 
haue deſeruyd, J ame the moſte vnfoz- 
tunat ok all other vnhappy. The water 
refreſſheth the perth: but my wepynges 
can not molefye your endurat hardnes. 
The water gyueth liquoz to the feldes, 


herbys, and trees, but my weppnge can 


not entre in to pour harte. As J fynde 
my ſelfe diſpoſyd, dyſpayꝛe ſhuld rydde 
my iyfe,yf I myght be alone. But al⸗ 
wapes J ame accompanyd with the 
thoughtes that ye gyue me, and with p 
deſpꝛe p ye oꝛdeyne me. Alſo the remem⸗ 
bꝛance of that Þ wolde do cofozteth me: 
temembꝛynge how they kepte me com⸗ 
panp,in ſuche wyle, that what ſoeuer 

u. cauſe 


cauſe J haue deſperacion yet it kepeth 
me fro diſpayzyng: yf it be your pleſute 


that J ſhall dye, let me haue ſome know 
ledge therof, then I ſhall not be all vn⸗ 
happp:toꝛ then I ſhall paſſe it the moze 
wyllyngly, and at the ende it ſhalbe to 
me, the moze caſe:bycaufe it is fo2 your 
gykte. And ſyn pe wyll not ſe me, J mult 
be enfozled to go that trace. 
The auctoꝛ. | 

T7 letter J bare to Laureola, W 
moche papne ſhe recepued it, and 
tio diſpache her fro Lereano honeſt 
ly ſhe wꝛote agayne in this maner with 
full determpaacyon neuer to recepue 
agayne fro hym other letter oz meſſage 

The tenour of her letter folowith. 

¶ The letter fro Laureola 

| to Lereano. 

Ercano the diſpleaſure that Jhaue 
vol thyne eupll ſhulde be ſatiſfactiõ 
fo: thy loue,yf thou knew how 
greate it is. And this alonelp take foz 
thy remedp withoute demaundpnge of 
any other 
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any other. Though it be but a ſmall - 
paymente,fo2 that thou haſt deſerued 
agaynſt me. Fo: as J any bound to do 
pf thou wylt demaunde of my goodes 
and ryches,as thou doſt deſpze agaynſt 
myne honour, wolde gladlp gyne it 
the. J will not aunfwere euerp article 
of thy letter koꝛ I conſiderynge that 
do thus wꝛyte to the, the bloud rynneth 
fro my harte and mp reaſon vanyſſheth 
fro my iudgement. Ther is no caule 
that thou haſt wzyten ol, that cauſeth 
me to conſent to be ſozy fo; thyne eupll, 
but it is alonely by reaſon of mp bounte 
yet J haue no doubt. but that thou en⸗ 
duryſt moche eupll:foz the perell that 
haſt bene-tn,beareth wytnes of that 
haſt ſuffred. Thou ſayſt, thou dyddeſt 
me neuer ſeruice. That thou haſt done 
fo: me, ſhall neuer fozget, but alwape 
deſyꝛe to ſatiſfye it, but not as thou de⸗ 
ſiryſt, but accoꝛdyng to myne honeſtye. 
The vertue pitie and compaſſion, that 
thou thynbyſt ſhulde _ the agapnſt 

lil, me 


me bycauſe they ar agreable to mp ton⸗ 
diciõ. How be it in this caſe they are en⸗ 
mies to my-fame:xtherfo2e thou findeſt 
them contrary. When J was take thou 
ſauyddeſt my lyfe. a now þ J am qupte, 
thou woldeſt cõdemne me w thy deſpꝛe. 
Rather J ought to ſeke thy payne with 
myne hoyour: then to remedy the with 
myne owne faulte a ſhame. Beleue not 
that the people lpue ſo holily, but à they 
knew p Iſpake w the, they wold iudge 
our clere entenſions to the wozſte: fo; 
the woꝛlde is ſo dyuerce, that men wyll 
rather defame bountie, then to pzayſe 
vertue Thus thy demaũde is excuſſyd 
ther foze take no hope therein, though 


ter is honeſt crueltie, then pitie culpable 
Herynge this peraduenture thou wylte 
ſay I ame moueable,bycauſe J began 
to ſhew the ſome mercy, as in wzytynge 
to the. and now determpyned not to re⸗ 
medy p. Thou knoweſt wel vnder what 


maner J dyd wꝛyte to the, and foz what 
entent 


thou ſhuldeſt dye as thou ſayſt. Foz bet 


FT 


entent,and though it hadde ben foz any 
othere cauſe, pet as conuentente is the 
mutacion in thynges that be hurtefullz 
As is ferme ſtedfaſtnes in thynges that 
be honeſt. J require the, ſtrenght thy 
ſelfe, lykea valiant knyght; and reme⸗ 
dy thy ſelfe diſcretly. Put not thy life in 
perell, and myne honour tn diſputacio, 
ſyn thou ſomoche deſpꝛeſt it. What (hal 
be ſayde if thou dye, that J do rewarde 
ſeruice done to me with takynge awape 
thep2 lyues.to the which J wyll ſhew Þ 
contraty. yf I outelyue, the kynge mp 
father, foʒ then ſhall I gyue the what 
parte of Þ reame that thou wylte deſpze, 
And J ſhalliencreaſe thyne honour, x 
dauble thy rentes, and enhaunce thyne 
aſtate, all that thau wylte oꝛdeyne, no 
thygne ſhalbe denyed. And thus by thy 
lyke Iſhalbe tudgyd a good rewarder. 
And if thou dye I halbe reputyde of 
euyll cõdicions, and it it were foz none 
other thynge but foz this. Thou ſhul⸗ 
deſt enfozſe thy ſelfe, but foz the trouble 
44 K. iiii. that 


that thy payne putteth me vnto, J wyll 
ſay no moꝛe to the.Bycaule thou ſhalte 
not think that in thy demaund J ſhuld 
= the counſapll, oʒ put the in any 
ope. Wold to god, that thy deſyꝛe were 
honeſt. Chus Iconuſayll the on the one 
parte, and ſatyſipe the on the other. And 
at this poynte J ſend to the this letter 
on the purpoſe neuer to aunſwere, noz 
to heare the ſpeke moze. 
n ¶ The auctoz. 
Hen Laureola had wꝛyten this let 
ter (he ſayd to me with a deteruw⸗ 
nate aunſwere that this chulde be 
the laſt tyme that J ſhuld-aperebefoze 
her pꝛeſence ſapeng that her comnyng 
with me cauſyd moche lulpect, and that 
in my goyng a comynge ther was moꝛe 
perell to het, then hope to me ot any re⸗ 
medy. Chen J ſeynge her determpnate 
will, it lemyd to me that mp-trauayle 
was moe paynfull to me, then remedy 
to Lereano. So J went fro her w moze 
wepyng then wozdes. And after 3 —— 


kyſt her hand, J wente out ot the place 
with ſobbynge, and gulpynge in my 
throte that J was nere ſtrangeled to 
kepe in my wepynge, and to thentent to 
couer my paſſiõ. And when J was oute 
of the citie alone, then J began to wepe 
in ſuche wyſe, that J toulde not retayne 
my voyte fro bzapng.fo that Þ thought 
it was better fo2 me to dye tn Maledo⸗ 
nia, then to returne mto'Caſtile,Þ which 
deſire was relonable, foz by the dethe, 
myne eupil aduenture ſhulde make an 
ende: and with lyfe, my ſoꝛow ſhulde en⸗ 
creaſe, Thus all the way wepyng and 
ſyghyng keylede me not: a when J came 
to Leteano, J delpueryd hym the lettet 
fro Laureola, and when he hadde redde 
it, he ſayd he wolde nother take ſtrength 
no rectvue any counſayll, ſyn it was ſo 
good reaſon that he ſhulde dye. Then 
he ſayde come, that alwayes he wolde 
take me.foz mozʒe then his frede;bicauſe 
of the good counſapll that J had gyuyn 
gym. hen w voyte and tolout mortal 
R. v. hebe 


he began focomplayne , not blamyn 
his wekenes no2 diſpꝛapſynge his fall, 
fo: euety thynge that myght ſhoꝛtẽ his 
Iyfe, he pzapſede, he ſhewyde hym ſelfe, 
krende to dolour, and toke recreaciou 
tozmentes, he loupd ſozowes, all thele 
he callyd his welthe, to be meſſeng ers 
to l aureola. And bycauſe they ſhuld be 
entreatyde accoꝛdynge as fro thence as 
they came, he fyxyd them in his harte, 
he ioynyde them to his vnderſtandynge 
and conueied them with his memozy, he 
deſiryde them to make a ſhozte ende of 
that they hadde to do, to the entent that 
Laureola myght be ſerupde, and thus 
beynge without hope of any -welth, and 
trobled with mortall paynes, could not 
ſuſteyne hym ſelfe no lẽger, but perfozce 
cõſtreynede to lye downe, vpõ his bedde 
where he wolde nother eate, dꝛynke, no 
ſſepe noꝛ take any thyng foz (uſtctacion | | 
of his lyfe, euer calyng hym ſelke happy | ; 
to come to the caſe todo ſome ſeruice to | | 
Laureola, as by his dethe, to bꝛynge het 
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oute of all trouble, ſo anone it was pu⸗ 
blyſhed ab: ode in the realme, and in the 
courte how Lereano was lyke to dye, 

Theu his kynne x frendes came to com 
fo:te hym, and to tozne his purpoſe, 
they ſayde and dyde aſmoche as they 
coulde Jmagpyne to pzeuapyle his Ipfe, 
t bycaule his infyʒmite was to be curyd 
by holſome reaſones,cuery ma ſharpyd 
they: wyttes to do the belt they coulde. 
And there was a knyghte callyd Teſeo 
a greate frende of his, he conſiderynge 
that his ſckenes was foz loue, though 
he knewe not foz whome it was, he ſayd 
and ſhewyde to Lereano all the eupls 
of women that he coulde deutſe, and to 
conferme his owne reaſones, he alegyd 
aſmany thynges as he coulde, in. the 
defamyng of women, thynkyng therby 
to haue reſto2yd Lereano to his helthe, 
when L ercano hadde well harde hym, 
and conſpyderyde that Laureola was a 
woman, he rebukpde greatly Teſeo foz 
ſpekynge of ſuche wozdes, and though 
p as then 


to ſpeke, pet he enfozcyd his tonge,and 
with the paſſion of greate iri: layde as 
folowith, 
C| Lereano agapnſt Teſeo, and 
agaynſt all euell ſpekers 
agaynſt women: 

Rend Teſeo yf another man, that 
owed the not ſo good loue as 3 do 
hard my wozdes, it wolde cauſe 
the to receypue papne accoꝛdynge to thy 
deſerte: howbeit my reaſons ſhalbe to 
the ſuche an enſample.to cauſe the to 
kepe thy tonge, and it ſhalbe a chaſtiſe- 
ment in ſtede of thy payne, in the which 
ſhall folow the condicion of a true 
ende, foz yt I ſhewpd the not thy fault 
by qupke reaſons, peraduenture thou 
woldeſt vtter foꝛth agayne in other pla 
ces ſuche like wozdes as thou ryght 
now ſapd, it ſhalbe moſt foz thy p2ofyt 
toamend thy ſelf by iy contradictions 
rather then ts ſhame thy ſelfe with per 
ſeuerance, the ententol thy wozdes was 
as à 


dis then his diſpoſicion was not moche 
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as a frende,the whiche J well conſidze 
thou ſayedeſt them, bpcauſe J ſhulde 
abhozre them that hath bzought me in 
to the caſe that thou ſeiſt me in. Ind by 
reaſon of thy ſayeng euyll of women, 
thyne cntenſion was therby to gyue me 
remedy of my lyke and therby thou haſt 
gyuen me the ſoner deth:fo2 the ſhame⸗ 
full woꝛdes that thou haſt ſayd, putteth 
me to ſuche toꝛment, bycauſe it is a wo⸗ 
man, that hath put me to this papne, 
therfoze by reaſone of herynge of thy 
woꝛdes, J ſhall lpue the leſſe ſeaſon, 
wherby J ſhall receue a great welth foz 
the recepupnge of this dolozous deth 
were better to be ſhoztely ,then to ſuſ⸗ 
teyne Þ Iyfe any lenger:faʒ it is a thyng 
delectable to ſuffre and with a ſwet reſt 
to make an ende of this lyfe,the whiche 
ſwete ende ſhalbe by reaſon that theſe 
my laſt woꝛdes ſhalbe in the pꝛeaſe of 
women, and mp wyl is ſomewhat to ſa⸗ 
tiſfye her in whome reſith al the cauſe, a 
to begynne to ſhew the thyne errour, J 
wpll 


wyll alledge, xv. poyntes agaynſte all 
them that erreth in ſpekynge euell ol 
women and. xx. other reaſones J ſhall 
lay wherby we are bound to ſay well of 
all women, with dyuerce other ſamples 
of they: bountie # goodnes. And as to 
the fyꝛſt let vs found our reaſone, how 
that all thynges made by the hande of 
god, are neteſſarily good:foꝛ accoꝛdyng 
to the warkeman, the warke ought to 
p2ocede : then knowynge that women 
are his creatures, they that ſpeke eupll 
of them, offende not allonely them, but 
alſo they blaſpheme the wozkeman, the 
which is god. p. u. cauſe is,Þ befoze god 
t man ther is not a moze abhompnable 
ſynne, noꝛ harder to be perdoned, then 
is tngratitude,foz where can ther be a 
greatterſpnne,then to put out of know 
ledge, and to fo2gette the welth that is 
to come to vs by reaſone of the vyꝛgyn 
mary and dayly cometh:ſhe delpuered 
vs fro payne, and cauſeth vs to meryte 
the glozp of heuen, ſhe ſaueth vs, lhe ſu⸗ 

ſtepneth 
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ſtepneth vs, ſhe dekẽdeth vs, ſhe gydeth 
vs, ſhe gyueth vs lyght of grace. Then 
ſeynge ſhe was a woman, then all other 
foʒ her ſake ought to be crowned with 
lawde and pzayſe. The.iiui.is, bycauſe 
it is defended to all men accoꝛdynge to 
vertue, to ſhew any ſength agaynſt 
the weke (ex femynpne. And this is ob⸗ 
ſerued amonge bzewt beſtes, wherfoze 
men ſhulde folow the ſame, pet ſome 
ſuche as lyſt to ſpeke euyll ſap, thou 

that women can make but mall reſp⸗ 
ſtence with theyz handes, pet they haue 
no leſſe liberte with theyꝛ tonges. The 
li. is, a man ought not to ſay euyll of 
womẽ, withoute he diſhonour hym ſelke 
bycauſe he was creatyde and nozyſhede 
in the wombe of a woman, and ts of hex 
ſubſtance, and alſo bycauſe of honour 
and reuercce, that euery child ought to 


do to his mother. The. v. is, bycauſe of 
the diſobedience to god who ſayde with 
his owne mouth, that father à mother 
Hulde be honourpde, therefo; ſuche as 
do 


t papne, The. vi. is bycauſe noble men 
are boũde to occuppe them ſelfe in ver⸗ 
tuous deades aſwell in wooꝛdes as in 
wozkes, then pf fowle wozdes defowle 
cleniynes then in perell of ſlander and 
defamp, is the honour of ſuche perſons 
that waſteth theyz iyfe in luche vayne 
woꝛdes. The. vu.is when that the oꝛdꝛe 
of chyuaylry was fy:ſte ſtablyſſhed a⸗ 

mong other thynges, who ſoeuer ſhuld 
take the oꝛdꝛe of knighthod, he ſhuld be 
bound to kepe a defend all women, and 
to gyue them all reuerence and honeſte 
and who ſs doth the contrary, bzeketh 
the lawe ofnoblenes.The.vin.ts to de: 
fend honour fro perell, the auncyent 
noble men with greate deligence and 
ſtudp, kepte and obferucd alwayes ſuch 
thynges as perteyned to bountie, and 
they reputed that ſo great that they had 
no greater feare, ot any thynge in the 


doother wyfe do ſetue ſoꝛe puniſhemet 


wozlde then they had to leue behynde 
them the remembzance of infamy and 
repꝛoche 


. . x CS 


. repzoche,p which they kept not, p pꝛeker 
reth turpitud # fowines bekoze vertue, 
putting ſpottes in they: fame, by reaſon 
a | of they2 eupll.tonge. Foz oftentymes a 
mI1ts iuged to be accozdyng to his woz 

d | 9e8.The.ir.x moſt pꝛincypal is foz the 
g| condenacio of p ſowle: al thiges wzong 
e fullytake, map be ſatyſfyed, but 5 fame 
el Cobbydand taken away, the ſatiſfaccid 
thereof is doughtfull, p which is moze 
d completly determynyde in our beleue, 
el Che.r.1s to eſchew hatryd foꝛ ſuche as 
dl beſtowe theyz tyme in eupll ſpekynge 
zel agaynſt women, they make them ſelfe 
th] not onely enempes agapnſte them, but 
alſo to them that be vertuous: fo: lpke 
as vertue ⁊ vice are contraty, and haue 
dyfferente pꝛopzeties ſo the euyll ſpeker 
can not be withoute hate and euyll wyll 
and many enemyes. The. xi. bicauſe of 
the hurtes Þ by ſuche malicious deades 
are encreaſpde, foz woꝛdes geuith ly⸗ 
ecence, and are ioyned to the herynge, ot 
the rude people, aſwell. a ſq them 4 bs 
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diſcrete, and herynge offuthe*taples; 
ſuche as be but of ſmall ſperyte wyll re⸗ 
pꝛoue the eupl ſpeker, & cauſe them to re 
pente thep2 woꝛdes, #entzeate them e- 
uyll, pe peraduenture ſle them the cau 
fes may toche ſo nere;The.ctt.toelcizew 
the murmutacions, the whiche euery 
man ought to dought:foʒ a man beyng 
defained, and called an eap!l ſpeker in 
euery place aſwell within houles as a 
bꝛode in p keldes, men wyll ſpeke ſhame 
of hym, à murmure at his vice. The. xui 
is foꝛß perell that may enſue, foʒ when 
fache be taken foz eupll ſpekers, they 
are behated of euery man, and ſome per 
aduenture to pleaſe they: ladies, wil ſet 
ther handes vpon them that ſpeke euyll 
of any woman, The. iti. s fox beau⸗ 
tie and grace ß is in women, the whiche 
is of ſuche excelence, that though they 
had all ſuche other vices inthem as the 
ruyll ſpezets do llaunder them withall 

pet it were better to pꝛayſe one thynge 

of trouth, then to dyſpꝛarſe all — 
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malice. The.rv. and the laſt is foz the 
great welth and goodnes, that women 
be cauſers of,fo2 of them are bone em⸗ 
perours,kynges, lozdes. and all other 
noble men, and all other vertuous men 
doynge deades wozthy of pꝛayſe, and 
alſo of them pꝛocedeth wyle men, who 
ſeketh to know, what is good, in whole 
beleue we be ſaued. Allo of women co⸗ 
meth thele inuentyue perſons, who ma 
keth cities and ſtronge buyldynges of 
perpetuall excellence, # by them are 
bꝛought foꝛthe ſuch men as ſeke foz all 
thynges neceſſary foz the luſtentacion 
of thehumapn lynage. 

¶ The other. rx.reaſons that Lere 
ano ſhewed, wherby that men 

axe bound to loue women. 
Ow Teleo ſyn thou haſt hard the 
cauſes wherin thou arte culpable, 
and all other that folow ſuch aro 
nyous opinpon, lette vs leue all pꝛolixt 
te, and here. xx.reaſones wherby J wyll 
pʒzoue that men are bounde to women. 
L. u. The 


The fy2:\t is bycauſe by they: meanes 
ſymple rude perſones diſpoſe them 
ſeife to attapne to vertue, and to pꝛu⸗ 
dence, and not alonelp, they cauſe the 
ſymple to be diſcrete, but they cauſe 
them that be diſcrete to be moze ſubtile: 
fo2 if they be luryd with the paſſion of 
loue, they ſtudy then ſomoche foz theyz 
libertie #11 ſufferynge of they; dolour 
they ſtudy a imagyne to ſpeke reaſones 
ſo ſwete and ſo mete fo2 they: purpoſe, p 
. often tymes koꝛ compaſſpon therof they 
are dclpuerd: a ſuch as be ſymple, and 
rude of nature, yt they be enteryd in to 
loue though they begynne rudely, pet 
they quycken ſo thepz vnderſtandynge, 
that often tymes thep come therby to 
wyſdomc. This they haue by women 
thought theyz naturall reaſone faple. 
The. tt, reaſon is that by reaſon of iu 
ſtice they cauſe men to haue the vertue 
of ſufferance,foz ſuch as be in the trayn 
of loue and ſuffrepayne out of meſure 
they take it in maner foz a comefozte, 
tuſtifpinge 


tuſtifpinge, þ thep-ſuffer it ryghtwyflp 
and pet they make vs not alonely ioy 
foz this vertue, but alſo foz other as na 
turall;Foz they that be ſtedfaſt loucrs, 
to be p2ayſed of them that they ſerue, 
they ſeke all ß wayes they can to pleace, 
fo2 which cauſe they lyue iuſtly not exce 
dynge in any thynge, in that is honou⸗ 
table no2 mete to be done, bycauſe they 
wolde not be famyd to be of euyll con- 
dyctons, oz to bſe any euyll cuſtomes. 
The .t1t, cauſe is they make vs wozthy 
in the vertue of atemperance, bycauſe 
they ſhulde not abhozre vs, noz that we 
ſhuld not be behatyd of them, they cauſe 


vs to vſe atemperance in eatynge and 
dꝛynkyng and llepyng, and in all other 


thynges that perteynith to the vertue 
of atemperance alwell in ſpekynge as 
in all other warkes, ſo that we woll not 
excede in no poynte frome honeſtte,The 
lui. is, they that lacke ſtrength, women 
do gyue it to them, and ſuche as hath 
2 by the meanes of women, it 

Liu. doth 


doth encreaſe, they cauſebs to be ſtrong 
to ſuffre, they cauſe hardynes to enter⸗ 
pꝛuce, they cauſe the harte to hope, when 
they putte theyz louers to any ieopedp,. 
they cauſe them to bei glozp, they cauſe 
vs to repute feare,a great vice, foꝛ we 
eſteme moꝛe Þ pꝛayſe of our louer, then 
the pace of longe lyfe,Foz they: ſakes 
they begpnne, # make an ende of many 
greate cterp2ices,puttyng thep? ſtrẽgth 
in the ſtate as they deſerue:wherfoze we 
may well indge,Þ we be bounde to them 
The. v. is they endue vs with no leſſe 
vertuos theogecals, then they do with 
vertuos cardynals. And to ſpeke of the 
fy:ſt, the which is faith, yf any man be 
in dought of his beleue, ik his mynde be 
ones ſet in loue, then he ſhall truely be⸗ 
leue in god; and laude his puyſſance to 
create ſuche a creature as his louer is, 
"with ſo excellent beawtye, and they wyll 

be ſo deuoute, that the apoſtels in holp⸗ 
nes (hall haue of them none aduaũtage 
The.vi.reaſone is bycauſe they engen- 
76 A der in 
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der in out ſowles the bertue of hope, fa 
though ö ſubgiettes to the lawe of loue 
endure moche payne, yet alwayes they 
hope in theyꝛ beleue, they hope in they; 
ſtedfaſtnes, they hope in p pitie of. them 
that cauſe theyꝛ payne, they hope in the 
cõdycion of they loucr; who diſtropeth 
them, they hope in the aduenture ſeynge 
they haue ſo moche hope vpõ them that 
gyuith them they: paſſion, then they 
muſt nedys haue hope in god who offe- 
rith and pꝛomyleth perpetuall comfozte 
and reſte. The. bii.veaſon is, they cauſe 


vs to deſerue charyte, the pzopzetie ther 


ok is loue : this reſtith in our wpll, this 
we put in our thoughtes, this we dꝛawe 
in to our memozy, this we ferme in our 
hartes. And though it be ſo that we vſe 
this loue towardes our loueres, pet it 
redoundithe to the ſouerayne vtilyte, 
and welthe in tyme to come, ſo that W 
qupke contricion it ſhall bꝛynge vs to 
god: faz loue at Þ pynche of deth cauſith 
vs to do almelle deades, and cõmaun⸗ 


dith to ſay maſſes and occupteth vs in 
charytable warkes to thentent to delp⸗ 
uer vs fro our truell thoughtes, and by 
caulc that womẽ naturally are deuoute 
and bycauſe we wolde be pertakers of 
thep;'deades, it enfoꝛſith vs to do ſuche 
good warkes as we do. The. viii.reaſo 
bycauſe they make vs contemplatiue, 

fo: the pꝛiſoners of loue, do gyue them 
ſelke to contemplacion, in remembzynge 
the beaute grace ànd excellence of them 
that they loue, and lomoche they thynke 
vpon they: paſſions, that often tymes 
they remember god, aſet ſo they hartes 
vpon hym, that they thynke them ſelfe 
well woꝛthy to reccpue thep2 papnes a 
tozmetes.Thus it may be knowe clerly 
that women helpe # apde men, to wynne 
the glozy perdurable. The. ir.reaſone 18 
they make our hartes contryte, not w 
ſtandynge that ſome be ſoze peyned, by 
cauſe they cù not attayn, to thepꝛ wylles 
and deſires, then with wepynges and 
ſpahynges thep deſire of thepz _—_— 
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ſome remedpe. And the accoſtumyng of 
this doyng bꝛyngith them to go cõkeſſe 
they ſynnes w wepyng and waplynge 
in ſuche wyſe that they deſerue perdone 
and abſolucio of they: ſynne. The. x.is 
the good counſaple that women geuith 
vs, oft en tymes it falleth that we fynde 
i they redp coũſayll. that we haue long 
ſt udyed foz befoze, and ſought foz with 
great dylygence:and by they: peaſeable 
counſaplls withoute ſclaunder, they 
haue withſtande many cuylls, ſauyde 
manp lpues: they conſerue the peace, 
they refrayne ire, ⁊ apeace furiouſnes, 
and ſette amyte betwene enempes. The 
ri. is men be honouryd by them, they 
cauſc greate marpages w great ryches 
and rentes, ſome peraduenture wyll ſap 
that honour reſtith not in ryches, but 
rather in vertue,J ſay therto.they cauſe 
aſwell the one as the other. J pꝛeſume, 
that ther be greate vertue in vs pet the 
greate honours and pꝛayſe that we de⸗ 
ſyꝛe to haue cõmyth by them, bycauſe of 

Lo. women 


women, we eſteme moze ſhame, then 


do al warkes of noblenes. The.ri.rea- 
ſonne is, they ſeperate fro vs all aueriſe 
the which is the rote of all euyll, and 
cauſith vs to be accompanyd with lybe⸗ 
ralyte, wherby lyghtly we get the good 
wyll of euery man: they cauſe vs lybe⸗ 
_ rally to ſpend that we haue, wherby we 
are p:ayſed a faſt typed to euerv man w 
good loue, ſo that in what ſoeuer neceſũ 
te we fale tn, we ſhall receyue ayde and 
ſeruice, and not alonely they pꝛofyt vs, 
as in caufynge vs to vſe Ipberalyte as 
we ought to do, but therby they cauſe 
vs to be moche fet by and made of, and 
what ſurer thynge can be then to haue 
the good wyll of the people. The. xiit. 
reaſone is womẽ encreaſe and kepe our 
goodes and rentes, and that we haue 
goten, they conlerue it with greate dy- 
iygence. The :xittt. ts the clennes that 
they pꝛocure vs to vſe aſwell in our per 
Cones as in our habylymentes, and in 
1 8 euety 


our lyueg, foꝛ theyꝛ ſakes we ſtudy to 
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| xv. is foz þ good bzyngynge vp of chyl⸗ 


rell accodynge, ſome tyme long, ſome 


euery thynge that we medle with. The 


dꝛen, the which is a pꝛincypall thyng. 
whereof men haue greate node, foz if we 
be well bꝛought vp we ſhall vſe all cur⸗ 
teſye, and eſchew the contrary, therby 
we ſhal honour the ſinall, and ſerue the 
great, a not alonely they cauſe vs to be 
well bzought vp but alſo to be beloupd, 
fo: yf we entreate euery man as he de- 
ſerupth, they ſhall entreate vs accoz- 
dyng to our deſertes. The. x bi. is they 
cauſe vs to be galante and freſhe in our 
aperell,fo2 they: ſakes we ſtudy how to 
aperell vs, and what we may were, and 
fo2 they: ſakes we aray vs by good in⸗ 
duſtry, and crafte to bꝛynge out perſo⸗ 
nages in to a dewe foꝛme, p which ſome 
tyme peraduẽture nature denyeth, then 
to hyde that defozmyte, crafte muſt be 
vſyde and occupyed, deuyſyng the ape⸗ 


tyme ſhozte; ſome tyme ſtreyght, ſome 
tyme wyde, as beſt may become * per 
| one 


ſone, theſe galantes fo2 loue of women 
deupſe new entayles, and cuttes with 
diſcrete bozders, and dyuerſe other new 
inuenſtons .The.rvit. reaſone is often 
tymes they cauſe muſpke to be hadde of 
all inſtrumẽtes, à many of them octupp 
the ſame, ſo that we ioy of they? ſwete 
armony, foꝛ thepʒ ſakes areſonge theſe 
ſwete romanſes in as ſubtyle wayes as 
can be deuyſpd.The.rviit. ts they cauſe 
our fozce and ſtrength to encreaſe, foz 
when men come befoze ladyes.and gen⸗ 
tle women, they enfozce them to caſt ſto 
nes.barres.and dartes,and to wzeſtyll, 
eynne, and leape, andthe ſyght of the 
women vttereth they: feates with moze 
fozce,then pf the women were abſent,x 
all this is to thentent, to atapne Þloue 
of they; lady. The. xix.is they quykken 
the inwarde ſpirite, aſwell as the body 
fo: if we know that our louer take plea⸗ 
ſure in any thynge other in ſpnginge, 
daunſynge oz playeng, vpon any inſtru 


mente, they wyll then applye them ſelfe 
to 
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to lerne it and to trauayle thep: ſprytes 
there aboute, and though they were but 
dull befoze, yet with fuche diligence, 
thep.wpll attapne to the perfection of þ 
arte, therby to gyue recreacton to they 
louet. The. xx. and the laſt reaſon is bp⸗ 
cauſe we be womens chyldren by the 
whiche reſpect we are moſt bounde to 
vwomen rather then foz any other cauſe 
ſayd befoze o2 to be ſapde.Fo2 pleaſure 
of womẽ are o2dpned theſe iuſtes ropall 
and pompeous tourneis and theſe ban- 
kettes, and topfull feaſtes, foz them is 
begonne thynges ok gentlenes, there is 
no cauſe why they ſhulde be by vs diſ⸗ 
p;ayede. O treſpas of greuous chaſti⸗ 
ment, what woman is there in all the 
woꝛlde that wyll not haue compaſſiõ of 
the cryes # lamentacions that we ſhew 
them, oz of the papnefull woꝛdes and 
ſyghes that we vtter befoze them, oz of 
the ſwerynges and pꝛompſes that we 
make to them, oz what is ſhe, that wyll 
not beleue the ſtedfaſt fapth that we 25 
mpſe 


myſe; what hatte can be withoute frute 
herynge the commendable pꝛayſes that 
we gyue them by ferme harte and wyll, 
and by none adulaſto noz malyce. what 
woman is ſhe of ſo ferme and ſtable a |t 
mynde that can defende her ſelfe,yf ſhe [3 
be contynually purſucd, conſyderynge | 
the deades of armes, wherwith they be |! 
fought vithall, though they make but |! 
ſmall defence, it is no meruayll, and yet |{c 
ſuche as can not defẽd them ſelfe ought |? 
to be pꝛayſed it numpd pitefull, rather o 
then to be reputed culpable. ol 
¶ The pꝛofe by enſample, of the fte 
bounte # goodnes of women flo 
ſhewed by Lereano m 

O thentent that lawdable vertue |Þ 
ok p ſex femenyn, ſhuld be declared it. 
accoꝛdyng to theyꝛ deſertes. J put |! 
poſe to alledge certayne enſaples, how fal 
beit mp deſpze was to haue reſtyde with pe 
this that J haue ſayde to thentent that ot 
my ignozante and rude tonge ſhulde pe 
not haue troubled thepz clete — [pi 
reaſone 


tea ſon of mp bnwyledome: howbeit my 
pꝛayſe can not encreaſe they goodnes, 
„Inoz mp diſpꝛapſe can not abate theyz, 
t |p2opertye, if I ſhuld make reherſall ot 
z [the chaſt virgins tyme paſt and pꝛeſent 
e J hadde nede to haue the deuyne reue⸗ 
e laſion, foꝛ therbe and haue ben ſo many 
e [that no humayne wytte can copzchende 
t them. And to be bꝛeue J ſhall ſhew of 
t ſome as J haue redde, aſwell cryſtened 
t las gentyls #1ewes. J wpl make enſam 
ble by the few. to cõpꝛehende the vertue 
of the mo, as fo: ſuche as be auctoꝛyſed 
to be ſayntes, J wyll not ſpeke of them 
fo .iui. cauſes . The fyʒſte bycàuſe it is 
manyfeſte, and openly knowen, then it 
je were but ſymplenes x waſte to reherce 
d It. The. ii.cauſe is Þ chyꝛch gyueth them 
ir ſonpuerſall pꝛapſe. The. iii. bycauſe J 
w ame not wozthy to put in my rude woz 
h des, theyz excellent goodnes, a ſpecially 
at lot our bleſſed lady. All the doctoursand 
de deuoute contemplatpues, coulde neuer 
y ſſpetze noz pꝛayſe her as ſhe is wozthp 
(1 no: 


no2 reche to the left parte of her ercell#t, 
wherfoꝛe J wyll come lower and declare 
of them that Jmay ſpek moze liberally, 
J wyll begynne at the chaſte gentiles, 
Lucreſia chefe crowne of the nacion ro⸗ 
mayne wyke toColatyne,knowynge her 
ſelfe enkoꝛſed 4 defowled by Traquyne 
ſhe ſayde to her huſband Colatyne, dere 
ſpouſe, know foz trouth that a ſtrange 


man hath defowled thy bedde. Yowbeit] 


though mp body be enfo:ced, my harte 
is innocent though 7 be fre fro the tre 

pace, I can not be aſſoyled fro p payne, 
and to thentent that no lady noz other 
woman hereafter by myne enſample 
ſhuld erre,and ſo with ſpeking of thoſe 
wozdes with a ſharpe ſwozd ſhe ryd her 
owne lyfe. Alſo Pozcia who was dough 
ter to the noble Catone and wyfe to the 
noble# vertuos B2uto, and when ſhe 
knew the deth of her huſband ſhe tooke 
ſuch greuous ſoꝛow, that to the ende of 
her lyfe, ſhe dyd eate hote coles, to make 
ſacrefice of her ſelfe. Penolope 2 te 
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Ulires,ſhe knowyng that he went in to 
warte agaynſt the Troyans, knowyng 
that yonge men of Italy were ſoze ena⸗ 
mozed vpon het beautte,in the abſence 
ok her huſband, dyuerce deſyꝛed to mary 
with her. And ſhe deſpꝛynge to kepe her 
chaſtitie. ⁊ to defende her ſelfe agaynſt 
them, ſayd how ſhe wold make a webbe 
as ladies vſed in thoſe dayes: x when it 
was finiſhed, ſhe pzompyſed her wowers 
then to accompliſh theyz deſyzes. And 
when ſhe hadde graunted thts, by her 
ſubtile wyt aſmoche as ſhe made in the 
dap, ſhe bꝛake it agayn in p nyght. And 
by that meanes ſhe dꝛaue of the ſeaſone 
le] xx. ere, and then Ulixes came home a 
er lone olde d in greate pouertie, pet the 
T9) chaſt lady teceued hym ad though he 
he hadde come in greate pꝛoſpetptie. Alſo 
he Julia doughter to Celſat fpʒſt enpetour 
8q beinge wpfe toompeye ſhe loued hym 
og ſo entietly, that on a day the fyndynge 
bq his clothes bloudp, beleupnge that he 
4 ade bene deve felt ſodenin tolthe erth 
M.t and 
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and dyedfo; ſoꝛow . Atreniſa amonge 
other moztayll creatures wozthy to be 
p:ayſcd,ſhe beinge maried to Manſall 
kynge of Fcaria ſhe loued hym with ſo 
ferme a harte that when he was dede, 
ſhe gaue hym ſepulture , within her 
owne bzeit,ſhe bꝛente his bones, and þ 
aſches of them ſhe dzanke litle and litle, 
and the ſeremonies made ofhts obſequy 
thinkinge that ſhe wold go to hym, ſlew 
her ſelfe with her owne handes. Argen 
doughter to kyngeFdaſtro and wyfe to 
Polymptes ſonne to Egiſto kynge of 
Thebes,when Polimites was ſlaine in 


he knowinge therof (withoute fearing 
of her enempes oz of any other wylde 
beſtes,noz fearynge the emperous law) 
wente oute of Athenes in the nyght in 
to the felde, and found oute amonge the 
dede bodies her huſbandes body, and 
caryed it in to the citie, and cauſed it to 
be bzent accozdyng to the cuſtome with 


a batayll by the handes of his bzother, ' 
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to a cofer of golde, and then p2onipfed- 
her lyfe to perpetuall chaſtite. Jpola of 
Grece ſapylynge by thy ſee, by her euyll 
fo:tune ſhe was taken by her enempes, 
and they wolde haue enkozſed her, and 
ſhe to conſerue her chaſlite, went to the 
one ſide of the ſhyp, and wyllyngly fell 
ouer the boozde in to the ſee, and there 
was dzowned, Yowbeit the fame of her 
dead wasnot greatly laudable,Noleſls 
wozthy of pꝛapſe was the wpfe of Ame⸗ 
de kynge of Theſale,ſheknoweng by-þ ' 
aunſwere of the god Apollo, that her 
hufbnad ſhulde receyue the deth, with- 
oute voluntaryly ſome other. perſonne 


wolde dye fo: hym, and ſo wyllyngly to 
ſaue the kynge, ſhe diſpoſed her ſelfe to 
dye. Nom of the naciõ of the Jues. Sa 
ra wyfe of father Abzaham, when ſhe 
was taken, and in the power of kynge 
Pharao, defendynge her chaſtitie with 
the armes of pꝛayer, deſpꝛed god to dely 
yer her oute of his handes. And when 
the kyng thought to haue fulfylled his 

M. li. eupll 


enpii dead, god heryngherpetecion, the 
kynge waryde ſeke, in ſuche wyſe that 
then he knew well it was foꝛ his wants 
deſpze. Then he commaydyd to delyuer 
her quyte woute any ſpotte of vnclen⸗ 
nis. Delboꝛa endupd withſo many ver: 
tues.deleruyd to haue the ſpirite of pꝛo⸗ 
pheſpye, ſhe ſhewyd not alonely.her boũte 
in artes femenpne, but alſo in ſtronge 
bataples feyghtynge agaynite her ene 
myes with a valyante and a vertuous 
harte. And ſhe. was of ſuche excellence 
that. xl. pere ſhe rulpd the people of the 
iues. Heſtere bzought in captyuyte in to 
Babilone foz her vertue x fayernes ſhe 
was takt to wyfe to kyng Aſſuara who 
at that tyme rulyd a. C. xx vii.pꝛoupuces 
And by her merites d pꝛapers delyuered 
the iues, fro they: captpupte. Alſo the 
mother of Sampſon deſpzynge to haue 
a ſonne, deſeruyd by her vertue that an 
angell ſhewyde the natyuyte of Sainp 
- Cane; Eliſabeth: wyfe to Sacarias, as 
e was the very ſeruant of god, foʒ her 
{hows 21. deſeruyng 
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deſeruynge ſhe had a ſonne ſanetified oz 
he was bozne which was ſaynte John. 
Now of olde ſtozies of criſten women, 
I can not wayte them at lenght: but to 
be bꝛeue to ſhew ſome ok a latter tyme 
ofthe nacion of Caſtile; Don Marpa 
Cozonell by whome beganne ß lynage 
of the Cozonelles, bycauſe her chaſtite 
was pꝛaylede and her bountie not hyd, 
ſhe was accuſyde of a cryme, wherfoze 
wyllyngly, ſhe bzente her ſelke haupng 
leſſe feare of the deth then to be founde 
culpable .Jiſo Done Iſabell mother te 
the mayſter of the oꝛder of Calatrane, 
Done Rodigo and mother to. u. erles, 
of Urema. Done Alonſo àæ Don John, 
ſhe beyng a widowe fell in to a ſikenes, 
and the phiſycions to pꝛocure her helth 
ſayd how ſhe coulde not lyue withoute 
ſhe maryed,oz had the company of man 
then her chyldzen knowynge what caſe 
ſhe was in, deſpzyd and counſapled her 
to take an huſbande, ſhe aunſwerd and 
ſayd, by the grace of god that ſhall J 
W.tit, ueues 


never do fo2 J had rather dye, to be cal⸗ 
led mother to ſuche chyldzen as pe be, 
then to lyue and to be called wyfe to a 
nother huſband. Ind with this chaſte 
conſpderacyon,and by the pleaſoure of | 
god, when ſhe dyed, ther were myſteries ; 
fene ofherſaluacion.Flſo Don Maria 
gracia the bleſſed woman bozne in Tol 
ledo of the greteſt lynage in all the citie, 
ſhe wolde neuer mary, Kepynge her by; 
ginite.itii.ſcoꝛe pere, at whoſe deth were 
ſene dyuerce myꝛacles, the whiche pet 
in Tolledo be had in perpetuall remem 
brance. O what may a man ſay of the 
pure Aenne of gentiles. Atriſalya 
Spbelaboznein the citic of Babilone 
fo: her meritesſhe pꝛopheſied by diupne 
reuelacion many thinges to come after 
always conſeruinge her vyzginytie tyll 
ſhe dyed. Pallas d Ppnerua fy2ſt ſene 
about the ryuer of Tritonia, newe inuẽ 
ters of many offices pertepnynge to the 
femynpne ſex, and alſo to men, alwapes 


lyupng as vyꝛgins. And lo ended Ata⸗ 
lanta 
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lanta ſhe that fyꝛſt ſtrake the pozke of 
Calydonta, in virgynite and noblenes 
ſhe cotynuyd.Canulla doughter to Ma 
cabeo kyng of p Boſtos, ſhe dyd no leſle 
then other dyd in kepyng of her virgy⸗ 
nite. Caladea,Ueſta,Clodya,Romayne 
they kepte the ſame law till theyꝛ dethe. 
pf it were not to length mp trouble pf Þ 
ſhuld lyue this M. pere, I coulde not 
reſite the enſãples, that I could reherce: 
therfoze Teſio accoꝛdyng as thou haſte 
harde, thou and ſuche other as do blaſ⸗ 
pheme the nature kemenpne, are well 
woꝛthy of iuſte punyſion, the which Þ 
counſaill the not to abide to receyue it 
of a nother, but rather punyſhe thy ſelfe 
pk thou do it of malyce condemne the 
ſhame therof. 
¶ Theauctoz, 
Ll ſuche as were pꝛeſent had great 
maruapll of his woꝛdes ſeynge by 
his ſpekynge to be ſo nere the deth 
as he was foz when he had ended his 
wozdes, his tonge began to fapll,and 
M. iii. his 


his ſyght nere loft,then his ſeruauntes 
began to crye,and wayle, and his frend 
begane to wepe, and his ſubiectes cry⸗ 
ynge oute in the ſtreates ſo that all ioy 


her owne howſe and came to Suſa, and 
when ſhe entered the gate euery perſone 
that ſhe ſaw gaue her euydence of do⸗ 


ſhe herynge how her ſone Lereano wag 
in the extrempties of deth, her ſtrenght 
fayled her ſo that ſhe fell downe to the 


every man thought that Þ mother and 
the ſonne ſhulde take theyz lepultute at 
one tyme;howbeit with harde remedy 
Ge came agapne to her ſelfe,and then 
went to her ſone and when ſhe ſaw bem 
* in tha 


was turned to ſoꝛow, and the lady hig 
mother beynge abſente,foz his ſekenes 
was kept fro her knowledge, howbeit 
ſhe gyuynge moze credyte to her feare, | 
then to that was ſhewyd her with bold: 
nes of maternall loue, ſhe deperted fro 


lour with wozdes of extreme paſſyon, | 
rather then with wozdes well ozdered, / 


erth in a trance, ⁊ ſo longe ſhe laye that 
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in that aſtate, with greate wepynge and 
paſſyon of deth ſhe ſayd as folowith. 
C The com playnte of 
Lereanos mother. 
Lereano, the myzth,comfozte, reſt 
P and ſuppoꝛte of mpne olde dayes 
O lwete companyon to my wpll, 


this day J ame lyke to leue callpug the 


any moe ſonne, noꝛ thou to call me mo⸗ 
ther, of this J haue greate feare by the 
ſygnes that J ſe of thy ſhozte dayes,of- 
ten tymes J hadde ſuche dꝛemes, where 
with J haue bene in greate feare all the 
nyght durynge, other tymes, when J 
haue ben in my ozatozy, pꝛayng foz thy 
helth my harte hath faplede me, and a 
colde ſweat hath taken me in ſuche ma⸗ 
ner that of along tyme J wyſt not what 
to do, alſo þ beſles haue cretified me of 
thyne eupll. fo: on a day as I came out 
of my chamber ther came to me a dogge 
and made ſodenly ſuche a howlyng that 
foz feare ther of, J loſt the ſtrength of 


mp body, and could not ſpeke,noz could 


M. v. not 


not remoue oute of the place that I was 
in. And therby J gaue mozecredence 
to my ſuſpecte, then to thy meſſengers, 
and to ſatyſfie my ſelfe, J ame come 
to ſe the. O the lyght of my ſyghte and 
lyke. Oblyndnes of the ſame if J ſe p dye 
c 7 can ſe none occaſiõ of thy deth, Þ be 
png in age to lyue, p haſt alwayes ben 
fearefull of god, #louer of all vertues, 
and enempe to all vyces, frẽde to frides 
and belouyde, thynke foz certane, this 
day ß fo:ce of thyne euyll foztutie takith 
away the tyght of reaſo, ſyn thou dyeſt 
oz thy tyme, withoute any infy2mpytie, 
Happy be they, that be of low and baſe 
cõdiciõ, and rude of wytte fo2 they feale 
no thynge, but take euery thynge as it 
compth. And vnhappy be they that by 
ſubtyll wytte and ſharpe vnderſtãdyng 
know euery thynge. wolde to god thou 
werte one of the rude and dull, foꝛ J had 
rather to be callyd mother to a rude per 
ſone hauynge thy lyfe, then to haue thy 
deth, beyng neuer ſo wyle. O cruell deth 
. enemp 
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enemy to all moztal creatures thou wilt 
perdone no ſpynners,no: aſſoyll the inno 
centes, thou arte ſuche a traytour; that 
no man can make defence agaynlt the, 
thou thzetenyſt age, and takeſt awaye 
yough : the one thou ſleyſte by malyce, 
and Þ other foz enuy, though thou tarp 
longe,yet thou wylte not fozget to come 
at laſte, thou gouernyſt thy ſelfe with 
oute law oz reaſone, it had ben better fo 
the to haue coſerupd my ſonne beyng of 
xx.peres rather then to leue me his mo⸗ 
ther ot. lxx.peres of age, why doſte thou 
turne þ ryght vpſe down. J haue lyued 
longe inough, and he is pong pet foꝛ to 
lyue:perdon me Þ Ithus ſay to the,foz 
thou by thy cruell warkes cauſyſte do⸗ 
lours, pet agapne thou gyuiſt comfozte 
takyng away them ſhoztelp. that thou 
leuiſt behynde them, that thou takeſt 
away:foz the which, yt thou wylte ſo do 
with me J were moche bofid to the, that 
J myght go with mp ſonne Lereano, 
but pk he myght lyue, and J to dye, it 

| ſhulde 


chulde be my comefo2te . O fone what 
ſhall become of my age remeb2png the 
ende of thy yough.yf J lyue it ſhalbe ra 


ther to wepe and bewapil my ſynnes, | 


then by reaſone to haue any wyll oz de⸗ 
ſyꝛe to lyue with what thyng coulde J 
receyue moze cruell payne, then to lyue 
long, thyne euyll is very great, that ther 
canne be found no remedye, what auay 
lyth now the ſtrength of thy body, oz 
the vertue of thyne harte, oz the hardy- 
nes of thy cozage, all thele thyuges that 
ſhulde auayll Þ faylythe, yf foz the pace 
of loue, thy Ipfe myght be bought, J 
wolde deſyze deth to do his offyce vpon 
me, and to delyuer the quyte fro hym, 
but thy foztune wyll not ſuffer it, noꝛ J 
canot therfoze ſoꝛow ſhalbe inp dꝛynke 
and my mete, and my thought mp flepe 
vntyll the tyme that the fozce of dethe, 
and my delpze (ſhall bzynge me to mp 
ſepulture. 
¶ The auctoz. 


The 
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He wepyng thatLereanos mother 
made, encreaſyde the payne of all 
them that were pꝛeſente, and all 

wayes Lereano had Laureola in his 

remembꝛance, of that was paſt he had 
but {mall memoꝛp, and cõſyderyng that 
he ſhulde toy but a ſhozte ſpace with the 
ſyght of the u. letters that Laureola 
hadde ſente hym, he wiſte not how to 
oder them, when he thought to bzcke 
them, he thought he ſhuld offende ther 
by Laureola, in caſtynge away ſuche 
woꝛdes of fo woꝛthy pace as was wꝛytẽ 

in them, and when he thought to put m 
to any of his ſeruatites hãdes, he fearyd 
leſte they ſhulde be ſene, wherby perell 
myght folow, then in all theſe doubtes 
he toke the ſureſte way, he caliyd foꝛ a 
cup of water, and then bꝛake the lettres 
in to ſmall peces; and ſo ſette Vp in his 
bed, and d2anke vp the water with the 
peces of the letters, and ſo he ſatiſkyde 
therby his wyll and then dꝛawynge to 
his ende warde, he caſt his ſyght vpon 

me and 


me c ſayde, frede now all mpne euylles 
be endyd.and therwith gaue vp hislyfe 
in witnes of his true fapth. Then what 
ſoꝛow i felte and what J dyd is lyghtiy 
ludged, the wepynges that was there | 
made of his deth, are of ſuche eſteme, 
that me thynke it cruelty to wapte it:the | 
his obſequyes and burpals were done 


moſt Honourably, accoꝛdyng to the de- [ 


ſerdes of his vertues,x as foz my ſelfe, 
with a better wyll F wolde haue deper⸗ 
tyd this lyke, then to haue taryed on the 
perth alyue: ſo with ſighes J went my 
way, and depertyd wpth wepyng, and | 
with lamentacion J ſoze complapnyde, 
and with ſuche thoughtes Þ wente to 
my lodgynge. And when J ſaw that the 
conſcntynge and delirpnge of my deth | 
could not remedy hym that was paſſpd, 
noꝛ could be no comfozte to my ſelfe, the 

J determpued to deperte, and to go in 
to myne owne countrep, and yet fyʒſt Þ | 
purpoſed to go to the courte to here and 


ſe what was {ayd foz g deth of * 
and 


pry r 
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and to ſe how Laureola toke the mater: 
Thus JF thought to go thyther, what 
fo: this cauſe, ⁊ foz other buſpnes that 
Jhad ther to do with ſome of mp fredes 
alſo purpoſpd to ſpeke withLaureola 
if J mpght,to know if Imyght ſe in her 
any repentance. and to ſe what ttue lo⸗ 
uers wolde ſay of her crueltye vſpde a 
gainſt hym, that deſeruyd hygh reward 
And alſo J was glad to deperte fro the 
place wher as Lereano dyed to put par- 
te of my ſozow out of my mynde. Do J 
came to the courte moze accompanyed 
| with ſozow, then with any deſire to lyue 
| rememb2yng how he that made me be 
gynne this mater, was in his ſepulture. 
At the palayce J was recepupde with 
moche heupnes of many that knew the 
deth of Lereano, then J reſpted to ſuche 
1 as were his frende, the ſecretenes of his 
| deth Then J went in to 5 hall, where J 
| was acuſtumed to ſpeke with Laureola 
to ſe if I myght ſe what chere ſhe made, 
And J who by reaſone of ſoze wepynge 

adde 


had nere loft mp ſyght,J lokyd all a- 


boute.but J culde not ſe 


tynge that J wolde haue (ſpoken with 


her wenynge that J hadde not ſeen her 
ſhe turued towarde her chambze and as 


ſhe came by me. J ſpied well it was ſhe, | 
who hadde brought Lereano fro his 
Iyfe # me almoſte withoute knowledge | 


then J with ſoze wepynge and payneful : 


ſighes began to ſpeke to her in this ma 
ner. 4! The aucto2 to Lauteola. 


eher pet wien 
ſhe ſaw me.lyke a dyſcrete ladye ſuſpec⸗ 


Idy moche moe it hadde bene bet⸗ 
tet foꝛ me to haue loſt my lyfe, then 
to haue knowen your cruelnes and 
ſmall pytie, J ſay this bycauſe J had 
rather with reaſon hane pꝛayſed pour 
gentlenes, with ſeinge you to haue fatif 
fied the ſetupce that hath bene done to 
you by Lercano, then to pꝛayſe your | 
beautie d great deleruynge gyuyuge 
dethe to hym that ſo often tymes with 
ſo good will to do vou ſeruyte hath dely | 


red to dye, but ſyn pout mynde was to 
gyue 


LY 
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| hym noz me, foʒ pe haue papedhym ther 


| hym in, foꝛ when he died where as he 
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hys ſowle, and what ſhuld haue ben 


moe compaſſio of his deth then pe had 
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gyue hym the deth ye haue not begyled 


with, ve haue bleryd the clennes of your 
lynage. Remembꝛe that ſuche as be of 
ſo hygh blud as pe be, are aſmoch boũd 
to ſatiſfy the leſt ſerupce that is done to 
them, aſwel as to kepe and defend theyz 
honour. And certaynly: J ſap that if ye 
had ſene his deth, all the dayes of your 
lyfe, ve wolde wepe. Remembze now 
what charge of confcience pe bzought 


ſhulde haue had moſt memory vpon 


done with his body, he then remembꝛed 
moꝛe the letters that ye had ſent hym, 
the whiche he toke and tare in peces, 

dꝛank them in water becauſe they ſhuld 
neuer be ſene, and bycauſe he wold carp 
with gym ſome chynge that had bene 
pouts, to the entent that pe ſhulde haue 


of his lyfe. Iſhew you fo} certayne thus 
I ſaw hym dye, bycauſepe 1 


agcompaſſionRowpyeſhew your ſelfe 
to be ſozy that in the abſence ot your 
mall loue was clene fazgoten. O how 


many now do wepe foꝛ his deth, and yet 


they know not the cauſe. But as to me 


(fro whom the lecretnes was not hiden) 
then moche moze it muſte nedes greue | 
me, remembꝛynge, how in your handes 
reſtyd his lyfe,aud ſeynge pour crueltie 
and his ſmall remedy ye cauſed hym to 
dye &caute hig mother to lyue in ſoꝛow 
bycaule ſhe can not dye, and as foʒ me 


lyuynge, J ame alwayes dyeng: and J 


beleue pe couytte not gretly your owne 
Iyfe;to remenabze what ye haue done, | 
but that ye know well there be but few 
perſons that know what ye haue done. 


Ithynke ye feate but litle the fame of | 


pour: euylt name, foꝛ ye ſe clerely how 7 
ame lyke to dye, therfoze pe feare not 5; 
F (huld-publiſhe youe crueltie, thynke 
not that Jame in feare.to ſay-thus to 
pou. f vf Jtroubleyou with the quali 
tie, content pou chen with the . 
S „ yn 


ſyn J haue ſo greate reaſon to ſpeake, 
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and not to ende pꝛoperly, and foz this 
my boldenes pk J deſerue any punyſhe 


ment, cauſe me to be ſlain foꝛ ye ſhal bet 
ter reward me with deth then to ſuffr 
me to lyue iu this caſe. 


. 
& 
* 


¶ The auctoꝛ. 
oꝛe troubelyd ſtode Lauteola, vet 
fo2 all that euery J ſayd, her face 


ſhewyd no alteraſion of her hart, 
| howbeit lyke a diſcret lady, refreynynge 
| wepynge diſſimuled her ſozow, and not 


blampuge my boldenes with an heup 


chere ſhe aunſwered me as foloweth, 


C Laureola to the auctoꝛ. 


77 wolde J had aſmoche wildome to 


ſatiſfye the, as J haue reaſone to 
diſcharge mp ſelfe, and yf it were ſo 
thou ſhuldeſt fynd me aſwel diſcharged 
as J repute the dylygent. Thou ſapeſt 
thou woldeſt thou haddeſt aſmoche caſe 
to pꝛayſe my pytye,as thou haſt cauſe 
to blame my ctueltie and on that cond 
con Þ deſyzyſt no lenger to lyue:thon 
N. ii. blampyſt 


— 


blamyſt me ſayng how I thought role 
Lereano, and that begylyde hym, and 
weryde the. J wolde thou knewyſte J 
neuer thought to gyue hym the deth, 


fo: doyng as theu ſayſt, what ts it that 
J haue done, Ineuer bꝛake auy pꝛonnſe 
what do J owe the oz hym, that thou 
dyddeſt trawayll fo2: oz what dyde J to | 
ſatiſfpe thyne entenſiõ, I dyde put hym | 


without doubte,and the woute charge, 


if J had ben beleupd, then myne is but | 
a (mail charge:thou ſaiſt F ought to re- 
garde the clennes of my lynage, lokyng 
pꝛofoundly theron, hath cauſyde me to 
do as I haue done, thou knowyſt well, 
all women are moze bounde to regarde 
they: honozs, rather the to accomplyſh | 
any amo:ous wyll oz appetight. Then 


ſyn all women are bounde to this how 
moche moze then by reaſone, are thoſe 


boũde that be dyſcedyd of a blude rotall | 
thynk not that J receyue any pleaſure | 
fo: the deth of Lereano, no2 beleue not 
chat it cã ſomoch greue p, as it ſoꝛowith 
me 
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me how be it the feare of my honour,# 
the feare of my father dyd moe in me, 
then the euyll wyll that J bare hym, noꝛ 


| thynke not that the knowledge of his 


ſcruice, was f oꝛgoten, but that J gaue 


| hym great thank, and yk W any reward 


1 J myght haue payed hym. ſaupnge mp 


| honour.it ſhuld haue ben done; and coſt 
| hym nothyngthen both he and thy ſelfe 


1 ſhulde aſmoche haue pꝛayſede as now 


| thou blamyſte me foꝛ vnkyndnes in his 
: | Iyfe without the loſle of lyfe J could not 


rewarde hym accoꝛdyng to his deſire, J 
wyll thou know, that his deth cauſith 
me to lpue alwapesdpenge, now ſhalte 


thou ſe how moche it ſoꝛowith me and 


| how moche he pleaſpde me, now thou 


| halt iudge what loue J bare hym, and 
| know pf J dyd well to ſuffer hym to dye 


thou knowiſt well that with his Ipfe he 
myght haue wonne, that by his deth he 
dyſparyd and loſt it. but ſyn J cannot 
now paye no; rewardehym, J ſhall ſa- 


¶ uſtpe thex make the bere witnes, vf A 


N.tit, reward 


rewarde not ſeruitce as J ought to do. 
¶ The auctoz. 
| De endyd her woꝛdes with ſuche 


chaunged colour, and fo went in to her 
chamber with ſoze inwarde lamentaciõ, 
fo; feare ſhe ſhuld haue ben hard. Then 


to hym as folowith. 
C The auctoꝛ to Lereano. 


heupnes , that ſhe coulde ſcante 

= make an ende foz ſozow: then ſhe | 
went fro me ſubbyng, and ſoze wepyng 

wherby her tonge was ſoze troubelyd, x 


wet tomy lodgyng w ſo great ſoꝛow 
that often tymes Þ was deſperate of my 
lyfe, with myne owne deth J wold haue 
ben reuengyd if J coulde, not puttynge | 
my ſelfe in dyſpayze. Ind thus beynge | 
alone withoute pleaſure aſwell as with 
oute frendes to ſpeke vnto, foꝛ werynes | 
Flapd me downe,and as though J had 
ſene Lereano befoze me pꝛeſente, J ſapd 


Lereano enempe to thy aducture, 

and krende to thy myſhape, who 
can be cauſe of thy Iyfe with this 
ambaſſade 
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| Iyfetemporal: ob thyivech, thou h 
| loſt thy deſy mit thou haddeſt ſauyd thy 


eee 


ambaſfade; as Aas tauſe ot thy veth 
w mp meſlage foz nowif chou knewyſs 
the cepeutauce of Laurevla, —_ wol 


lozpiceloſtpall ; 


deſtrhangetheg 


lyfe without ddubte, thon Hatdeſt haue 
wonne that bythy deth thou hat loſt; 
Dyd J nat ſay to the, when thou lap a 
dyenge, that by thy deth thou ſhaldeſt 


leſe alt and by thy lyfe thou mpghteſt 
attayne to thy deſyʒe. O 'Vnhappy-Þ 
am, pᷣ I were not in iß place: where as 
mpaht ſhew the all that Laureola hath 
ſapd to me, and of the thought that the 
1 takith fo? leſpnge of thy lyke, though w 
the deth thou haſt wonne the deſire of 
| thy will. by that ſhe ſhewith now, thou 
oughteſt to thynke thy deth well beſto- 
| wyd,great ioy J ſhuld recene, ifJknew 
— thou dyddeſte here me and beleue 


meꝛ o thou maiſt ſe that alonely her re⸗ 


| — ſuffy ſeth to pay ß thy reward. 
yt thou haddeſte lyunde. thou ſhuldeſte 


haue haduo-:taufeto-Haue bẽ in trouble 
now thy papue ſhalbe withoute hope of 
ſufferance, num thou nediſte not to be 
troubip with thy lyte, noꝛ take no trop of 
ty deth;; Q what welth ſhuld it be fo; 
me, if god wold ſuffer me to leſe my lyke 
to recouet thyne, why doth god leue me 
here without the. who can leſe the, and 
ue after, wold to god, that the good 
will that J haue in thy lyfe that thou 
myghteſt pay me with my deth p which | 
J hope thou ſhuldeſt do, if thou haddeſt 
as good wyll to ſe me; as J haue deſire | 
to ſerue p. Thus J wyll leue, anp fur⸗ 
ther to trouble the 61 {7 5 big ; 
¶ The auctoꝛs dreme. 

us J was fo werp that Jleft my 
talkynge, and as he that wyſt not 
what he dyd, J fell in a lombere 
and amonge other thynges J beganne 
to dzeme, wherbyJhad moze payn then 
pleaſure, J dzempt that q faw Lereano 
befoze me aparelled after this maner, he 
had on his hedde a-hovet of ſcarlet with 
a grene 


a grene ryband of an euyll colour, with 
a woꝛde enbzowdered ſaieng thus:hope 
is dead with his colour flayne by your 
vnkyndnes, and when he came nere me, 
Iſawe he had on a ſhyzte wzought with 
blak ſylke with a bozder of letters, ſap 
enge: encreaſpng my ſtedkaſtnes, at the 
ende J found deth. Alſo he had a doblet 
of peolow ſaten enbꝛowdered with this 
woꝛde: my paſſion. with my iope ſatiſ⸗ 
I ficd, in dopnge that J haue done. Alſo 
he had on a iaket of blake veluyt with 
a boꝛder of ſaten of the ſame colour, and 
1 theron a wꝛytynge that ſayd: in my ſted 
faſtnes ſhewed is myne euyll, and pour 
treſpace.Alſo he had a gerdell of golde 

with letters repoztynge ; moze rather 
| was mp dethe, then iyfe, if ye wolde be 

ſeruyd therwith. He had alſo a dager, p 

knyues and pomell of aſurc; W letters 
1 ſayeng,ryght ſoze was the paſſion that 
1 ye gaue me, and pet ye neuer repentyde 
| 1t.Aiſo he had a ſwoꝛde with the ſheth a 
gyꝛdell of ſpike enbꝛowderyde w this 
N. v. wozde 
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woꝛde (gyuyn to my lyfe ſuch tozment) 
that diyng and lyuyng J was content. 
Alſo his hoſen one white a nother blew 
w this woꝛd:chaſtite ielus of my lyfe x 
could not be ſufferyd to ſerue. And ouer 
all this he had a cappe ot blacke enbꝛow 
deryd. with darke tawny with a wozde 
that ſayd :heuynes can not (o'trauayll 
me, that it ſhulde chage mp {tcdfaſtnes, 
His fltppers were enbzowdered w ſmal 
letters that ſayde: mpne eupyls are at 
an ende fo2 my ſerupte, and denyed me 
is the benyfyte, And on his gloues was 
wꝛiten: thus begynnyth and endeth the 


had at length regarded his aparell, and 
the ſtedfaſte thoughtes that by lykely⸗ 


F ſawhis ieſture ſo beautefull that it 
ſemed he had neuer taken thought, and 
with an amoꝛous ſemblant. After he 
had curtelly ſalutyd me with the fame 
bopce,,as he was wonte to ſpeke, me 
thought he began to ſay in this — 
Wes | ere 


name that moſt deſerupth. So when | 


hod he endutyd, J behelde his face, and 
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¶ L ereano to the auctoz. 
Thou m true krende, thou haſt 
thought that my pꝛeſence hath 
bene longe fro the ſo that J could 
not tell what þ dyddeſt noz hard what 
thou haſt ſpoken, thynke not (o,foz 
ſhall neuer beſo farre fro the, but that 
ſhall alwayes be ioyned with the, foz 
though by aduenture in my lyfeJdeper 
ted fro the. neuer in the deth J ſhall de⸗ 
perte fro the, (hall alwayes be ionyed 
with the. And all that thou haſt ſayd of 
Laureola and of me Þ was pꝛeſent and 
hard it, god knowith if J myght J wold 
haue ſpcken to the, but J could not, noz 
feare wold not leue me, foꝛ J certitie the 
that this that J do, though my ſpeche 
be ſhoꝛt, yet it toꝛmenteth ine, and ther: 
foʒe acoꝛdynge to the truſt that J haue 
in thy great vertue J wyll not put the 
to the payne with long woꝛdes therfoze 
J wyll goo to the effect of thy wozdes 
and to my aunſwere. Thou ſapeſt thou 
woldeſt gladly put me agapne in to life 
as 


as thou puttedeſt me to deth, beleue nat 
that thy meſſage gaue me the deth, noz 


Jn the begynnynge can not be excuſed *' 
fro coming to this ende: thou ſayſt thon 
woldeſt that J were in the dyſpoltcion 
that I myght toy me foz the repentynge 
of Loureola. I can not thanke the ther⸗ 
foze,bpcauſe I can not make p a recom ' 


pence, foꝛ the greteſt ſerxiuce that Icould 


make is not ſo greate, but the leſt deſer⸗ 
uynge that J huae recepued of the 1s | 
moche gretter. As foz her rewardes | 


deſyze them not, foꝛ I can haue as now 


no ioye ot them, though J deſyze them 


neuer ſomoche, and though now with 


her repentynge ſhe thynk to ſatyſfie me 


pet her cruelnes was ſo trobelous, that 


though ſhe dyd more, yet J can not be 
rewardyd. Thou ſayſt J ſhuld thynke 
my dethe well enployede, ſyn J haue 
wonne by her that without her J loff, 
now wold J do it. if lyfe were lefte with 
me, fo: though FJ myght ioy therwith 
what pꝛofyt ſhuld it be to me to _ 
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this without J myght le what ſhe doth, 
and Jbcleue if ſhe mpght ſe me agayne 


| tolyue, ſhe wolde gpue me moe payne 
and leſſe hope, but the beſt to be delpue⸗ 


| ryd fro hope is deth, foz it is better to 


I ſuffer a good deth, then to endure with 


an eupll lyfe, beleue not but and J had 


1 belcuyd that F ſhuld haue ſerupd her, 
better lyupng then to dye, J wold not 
haue dyed yet, but (pn that with my lyfe 
1 JT could not pꝛeuapll, J thought then 
with deth to remedy me.thynke not that 


was ſo farre withoute wytte, that Þ 


new not that it was good to lyue to ſer 


ue her, though J coulde haue no ioy of 


her, but J could neuer know by her aũ⸗ 
ſwere, that ſhe was cõtẽt w mp ſeruyce 
as Þ knowiſt ryghtiwell, but ſhe dyd let 
me dye. foꝛ J deſiryd lyfe to leue me, alſo 
Þ ſeiſt that Þ deſireſt to recouer me # to 


leſe thy Iyfe, Z beleue p, and J thãke p 


therot, though Icã do none other thyng 
v deſiriſt me to pꝛay foz thy deth, bycauſe 
we myght lyke frendes ioy to gethet 


ſyn 


ſyn we could not in our lyfe be not of 
beleue fo2 Þ had rather her ſpekynge of | 
thy lyfe withoute ſyght of the, then to 
know thou ſhuldett be with me dede, 
howbeit by thy deth thou ſhuldeſt but 
change thy lyfe, foꝛ thy fame ſhuld ne⸗ 
yer dye but euer lyue, thus J wyll leue 
the, not bicauſe J wyll go farte fro the. 
wherfoze F requpꝛe the take it foꝛ none 
euyll that J ſpcke no moze to the, foz 
though J wolde J can not. 
The auctoz. 

Hen Lereano had made an ende ok 
his wozdes J thought to haue aun 
ſwerd hym, but then in my dꝛeme 
me thought J law Laurcola entre into 
my chambze as vyſyble, as though J | 
had bene wakyng.me thought ſhe was 
in a ſtrange aparel, and with a new com 
panyon, and in regardynge of fo new 
a viſion J left aunſweryage Lereano, 
and began to marke the maner of her 
aparell .and J ſo regarded her. that J 
left lokpng vpon Lereano. She __ 
| pon 


bp6 her hed a freſh atyer frete ; enbꝛow 
| dered with letgers ſayeng: my cruell con 
dicion gpueth no deth to ſeruyce, noz 
1 pet rewarde. Her ſmocke w2ought with 
| whyte lylke tyed with letters ſayeng: 
thy deth is ſo faſtened to my lyfe that Þ 
can not ſcape without deth. Her kertell 
of blacke ſaten with a folyage of tawny 
W letters ſayeng:thy ſtedfaſtnesmpyght 
haue gyuen me ſuche payne, that at the 
ende it myght haue wonne me. Her gy2- 
dell was wꝛought with thꝛedes of gold 
repoꝛtynge: Moe rather ſhulde haue 
bene my glozy with thy lyke, then with 
thy deth. Her mantel was of. u. colours 
the one parte red, the other blew, with a 

| - wzytynge that ſayde: now toye can not 
enioye me without great thought. She 
had a tabard of blew ruſſet with letters 
ſayeng, with thy deth my memoꝛy is 

| certayne.ſo that lyupnge my glozy 1s 
| dede. Allo on her gloues was wzytcn 
thus, withthatÞbegan make an ende 
though J delerue no detiz; her lyppers 
were 
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cions of the wꝛytynges, J ſaw how 
moche lozow and ſmal pleaſure/by ſem 


blant moze lykely to dye then to lyue) 


ſhe turned her face towardes Lereano 
wheras he ſtode and began to lap in 
this maner. 

(| Laureola to Lereano, 
RendeLereano neuer thynke that 
the fozce of thy ſtrenght foꝛ ſo litle 
an incouentence, that J ſhnid con 


ſent to loſe, foꝛ as thou haſt ſayd to be 


deſyrous to ſerue me, moꝛe honour 5 
ſhuldeſt haue done me in lyuynge, then 


IJ to gyue 5ᷣ deth,fo: ſurely thy wekenes | 


no: thy payne, noꝛ yet thy loue coulde 
not make me beleue, that thou ſhuldeſt 
haue died, therkoꝛe thou maiſt clerely ſe 
what euyll thou haſt done, yf thynk, 
that J dyd was to mocke the oz to as 

Je 


were enbzowdered with this wozd : J 
haue moze papne fo: thy payne then fo 
myne own, yet moze deſerueth my (ha- 
me. So when J had well regarded her 
aparell,and marked well the (ygnifica- 
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the, what ertour then J haue done to 
thy purpoſe,yf true louers cane not ſut⸗ 
kre, how ſhall they come to theyz deſpꝛs 
he that can not ſuffre, can not roy, noz 
but ſeldome attayne to his glozp, there 
is na vertue, but in ſufferynge of payne 
therby to haue tope of theyꝛ good aduen 


ture, thou oughteſt moze to be blamed, 
| bepnge diſcrete fo2 that thou haſt done, 


— 


then to be pꝛayſed fo2 a trew louer. And 
beleue ſurely that yt Jhad not ben ſurer 
of thy fayth J wolde haue gyuen no cre 
dence to thy ſtedkfaſtnes noz pet haue 
gyuen the none occaſion at the begyn⸗ 
nynge to haue come to this ende,and 


| moze to ſhew the, the trouth.then to re⸗ 


warde the of thy payne, Jmake the ſure 
pt JT had beleued that p ſhuldeſt haue 


died J wold rather haue taken the deth 


my ſelfe then to haue conſented to thy 
deth, foz it ſhuld haue bene greate con⸗ 
ſcience to me to haue ſffuered the to dye. 
fo: the truſt that J had. in that thou 
dydeſt fo; my ſerupce cauſed me in 125 


i + 


- 


ner to beleue thy. wzptynge, but then 
agayne the ſuretie pJ thought had ben 
in thy wyſoome and dyſcrecion, cauſed 


me to doubte it, and in this maner 1 


gaue moze credence to thy diſcrecion, 


then to thy determyned deth, Lereano 
it ought to haue ſuffylid the to remeber 


in what caſe myne honour ſtode in and 
perell of my lyfe, and to haue ben cõtent 


to know that J ought the my fauour, 


fo: thy euyll greuyd me wozſe,the myne 
owne, though F ſhewyd it not to the, if 
thou wplte denye this, remember what 
J was, and how ſinall neceſſite J had 
of thy ſeruice, ones wzityng to the ſhuld 
haue ſuſficpd, though Jdyd not put the 
in no ſuretie fo: thou knewiſt well, that 
my wꝛytyng pꝛocedyd of no feare, but 
of myne owne good wyll,x thou canſte 
not denye, whan of mp meſſage, thou 
dyddeſte diſpaire and dyed, dyd Jnot 


put the in hope when J ſayde, that ik Þ 


Earos⸗ then my father, then ſhul- 
Deſt ſe how J wold rewarde thy deſer- 
uyng. ſo that thou ſhuldeſte not blame 


me fo any bnkindnes, J will ſpeke no 
moꝛe ſyn I ſhall no moze ſe the, and by 
cauſe} can receyue no moze paſſiõ then 
I do foz thy deth,therfoze J make ſhozt 
my woꝛdes, thaugh my payne be large 
! makynge the ſure, Jſhall rewarde thy 
ſowle, ſon by mpne vnhap,. by reaſone 
of thy dethJ can not rewardethy body. 
¶ Theauctoz. | 

Hen Laureola ſpake theſe woꝛdes 

to Lereano J ſtode in aſtrange ma 

ner ryght ſoze abalſhyde to ſe her 
greate pite and ioynynge her wyſdome 
and knowyng her wyll, and heryng of 
her amoꝛous reaſones, theſe ouer came 
my ſtrength, though ſhe ſpake not to 
me, yet J-pzayſede mache her ſayeng, 
though it auaylyd but lytle, hoe be it 
me thought her reaſones were ſo iuſt p 
Lereano coulde make none aunſwere, 
to ſatiſfye them, not fo: the ſmall cõfv⸗ 
dence that J hadde in his wiſdome, but 
bycauſe of the trouble of his ſpiryteg. in 
ſeynge pꝛeſent befoze hym the cteatuee 
22 Ou whome 
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whoĩme he molt deſtryd, pet me thought 
the caſt vp his eyen to heuyn, and with; 


great turteſye he auntwere her in this þ 
F 


e TIRES 
:CLereanatoXaureola.. ; 

Dere lady pf F had the wiſdome | 
toſhew-porrthe caſe and quarell | 
ok mpne-:eupll,:afwell as J haue 
reaſone to ſufferit, Jcoulde then aſwell 


ue you, nc ſay, ve coulde neuer beleueß 
the fozce of my dethe cdulde ouercome 
my ſtre aue no meruayl thereof, 


foz without mp deſpze N coulde fynde | 


no thyng to defende me, but ot that ye 
blame me, ye deſerue the payne, foz ye 
myght haue gyuyn me remedy, ve cõ⸗ 
ſentyd that J ſhwld dye. Ind where as 
pe ſav J erred, bycauſeF wold not defed 


topoued; to mocke me, iudge what pe 
ſay; and beholde what caſe J was n+ 


Fe ſhall ap chat a hatte full ot ſozoht 
99 a neuer 


/ 


; 


; 
my felfe aflermynge that J ſhuld haue 
Couight all the wapes therto, yf ye dyd it 


3 


> 


| 


| 


; 


aunſwerẽ vou as it᷑ I myght lyucto ſer 4 1 


t neuer tabpth -goodnetves: fog eextayne. 
hand of eupU newes it mabith na doudte 
and all thts that ye haueſapd; I beleue 
it trew , of your owne parte knowyng 
pour great..cxugite. and mp fmail hap 

: thynke not that the (mall trauayll that 

1 Itoke was in delẽdyng ofmpylyfe, but 
c * |thac it was to ſerue you, fozit. had ben 
moꝛe payne foꝛ me to haue defidyd my 
1 leite tro the dethe; then to ſulkre tt, remẽ 

? bernge my ſelfe that J hadno-deſire to 

© |tpue,but alonely to ſetue pou and when 
Jlaw that J erryde and that pe wolde 
not of my ſeruice lpuyng, thẽ I thought 
to ſerue you with my deth, and thynke 
not Þ J iop ſolitle of my deth, but that 
I thynke it well enployed, ſyn ye haue 
| now diſcoueryd your pit ie, the which in 
my lyfe allwayes pe denyed, ye ſay the 
hope that ye gaue me ſhuld haue ſufft⸗ 
| pd me, J denye it not accozdyng to p 
ye be, foꝛ one loke of you had ben ſufft 
tient foꝛ any ſeruice that J could haue 
done for where as the leſſe hope aperyd 
O. ui. certayne 
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certaprie, then moche moe was your 
deſetuyng, and of my deſeruyng J was 
in doubte: foz the gretter that reward 
was, the leſſe J beleuyd tt, and — 
J dpd as ye haue ſeen! And where as pe 
ſpcke of, is honour and lyke, pe know 
well fo certapne, if pe fozgette it not 
what ſmall tharge it was to you; and 
the experifce which grenitd me pe know 
your ſelfe, p warkes are witnes, Illo pe 
ſay that at the begynnynge pe were w⸗ 
oute any charge, and after what perell 
ſaw you in, and that J was redy to | 
aue gyuen occaſion to haue bzought | | 
pou in to fuſpect,'J begyled you not, 
fo: afterwarde J ſhewed pour clennes | | 
pe neuer ſapde in your wꝛytynge any 
thyng fo; cettayne but alwapes J was | 
in doubt of any rewarde, and the leſſe | 
IJ hooyd the moze J feared, and thus 

pe may le that by your owne excule, ve 
condempe pour ſelfe, and [pn J can not | f 
ſerue you, J will not trouble you ,noz | { 
= no moze, laue J deſire of you | ? 
| reward | 
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| may toy in mp deth, ſepng Jeonld not 
in my Iyfe, noz ye wolde * ſuffet me, 

and thus J wyll deperte fro pon, bele⸗ 
chyng vou as ye ſape to haue remebrace 
| of mp ſowle, ſyn ye haue fozgoten iny 
1 body, no2 J deſire no moze to trouble 
| you , no2 to be inpoztunate with any 

mo woꝛdes, thus J make an ende, bee 
| ſiryngeyou of perdone, a if any thynge 
map pzeſume to auayllfoꝛ the tyches ol 
1 mp ſeruice, that pe wyll remember mb 
ttouth and good wpl, the which J ſette 


the ſmall thought that he ſhewed of his 
| deth foz then he knowyng. that ſhe was 
| noleſſe ſozowfull fo; his "beth then hym 


tewarde of my true faith L 
your hand, bycauſe with thatglowp; F' 


be foze your epen, to thentent that of my 
deth ye ſhulde haue ſome compaſſion, 
ſyn ye had none of mp lyle. 
¶ Theauctoz., 

Hen this mater was thus paſſed 
betwene them J ſtode and behelde 
the curtely that Lereano made and 


O. iii. ſelke 


| 


to gyue hym fone glozy ſufferyde hym 

the which in his lyfe tyme (he wold ne⸗ 

yer do, and ſo kyllyng her hand 8 — 
21. | oy 


Iyfe.rather thenne to goo oute of thy 
chamber without it were.that J beleue 
in my goynge awap, my ſowle ſhall de- 
parte, foꝛ ſurly, yf Jhad belcued to haut 
ſene Lereano ĩ that caſe,as J haue ſene 
hym now J wolde neuer haue come hi⸗ 
ther to ſe hym, but rather haue ſuffered 
_ with his abſence, then glozy to ſe 

ym ſeinge J can not remedy hym, J 
had thought neuer to haue had ſuche 
payne fo2 hym, foz the moze that the 
greatnes of aſtate withſtode d denyed 
pet fo2 all that, J thought to haue done 
the contratp, oꝛ my Iyfe had departed, 
foz with great trauayll, I thought to 
haue ſuyd to the kyng my father foz his 
libertie it was not dy my conſent, that 
he was comaundyd, not to come in to 
pᷣ courte, where as he myght haue place 
to haue ſene me, pet foꝛ al Þ he neded not 
to haue dyed foz the tyme myght haue 
come þÞ he ſhulde haue hadde no cauſe 
to haue diſparyd, foꝛ thought J by my 
crueltie had conſentyd to hau 5 


topaſſion, yet wyght afwellagayne 
haue rewarded Hym by my bountie and 
pitie, as to haue denyed hym, J wyll as 
now make no quatell to my wpll, [yn 
hig ſetuyce c good warkes J thought 
to haue rewardyd,but J quarell with 
the bautie that god hath gyuen; me, and 
ſo myght Lereano haue done: fo; that 
moꝛe begyled hym, then other condicidõ 
oz wyll: But bycauſe the tyme is ſhozt 
and the paſſion great, J wyll no moze 
ſay but J make the ſure, that thought 
Lereauo were not wozthy of aſtate noz 
Iynage,to haue Had me to his wyfe yet 
he ſhuld not haue bene in diſpayre ther 
of, but ſyn J can not as now rewarde 
his warkes and good ſeruyce, Þ deſyꝛe 
the not to depart fro the courte, thouhg 
thy delſyze be in tothyne owne natural 
countrey,# ſo doinge thou ſhalt know, 
by the rewardes that J ſhal gyue the, 
what honour bare to % exeano lyuing 
T C Theauctoz 
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Wi the was ſo heup,and ſo full ot 
wepyng p in a maner hre papneful 
Iyfe greuyde me as ſoꝛe as the dethe of 
Lereano. And to all this that ſhe hadde 
ſayd Z wolde haue auntwerde her, and 
thankyd her of her great bountte to me 
ſhewyd, aſwell as foz the eurteſye of 
her meke ſpeche. And ſo me thought as 
I was mouyd ſadUp:;with a great ſighe 
the depertyde fro me, and with a loude 
voyce ſapd: I can no moꝛe ſoꝛow ᷣ deth 
which is euer certeynt then the loſſe of 
the lyfe of hym that is dede:thẽ Jlokyd 
all aboute, and ſam how J was left all 
alone, and therwitch awoke out of mp 
dꝛeme, then was J ſo, fozowfull, that J 
wiſt not what to do, noꝛ thynke of my 
dꝛeme, and when J ſam no man to ſpeke 
vnto, I was ſo pẽſyue that ofte tymes 
with myne awne handes F thought to 
haue ryde my Iyfs.therby thynkyngetq 
aue founde that A had loſt, and when 


remembꝛyd that with my W 
no 


en M aureola had endyd her wozs | 


not tecduer the lyke of the dede then J 
thought it a great errour to leſe myne 
own lowle Wout the ioyeng of his body 
And at it is aſurerepericce that muſyk 
encreaſith payne to hym ß is in ſozow, 
ſo lyke wyſe it encreaſith pleaſur in the 
harte of them that be contente and in 
iope, then I toke an harpe and ſonge as 
folowith. Harte take no payne in this 
Iyfe foz it may be duercome, fo it canne 
not endute longe bicauſe we be moztall 
the euyll that ſhewith het fozce, is redy 
to take the deth, ſynne that lyfe is moſt 
euyll, the I coũſayl the ſhew no ſtregth 
againft þ ouercome, foꝛ who that ſleith 
the ipfe, with deth is pleaſyd, therfoze 
that lyfe is good, that takith deti after 
the beſt ſozte,he that dyeth lyuyng hath 
not moche to ſuffre, but he that lyueth 
dyenge his cuyll d papne is ſtronge, 
who can not ſuffte eupil, when they be 
ſatiſfved with euyll. and though they 
be moꝛtall vet the ſozow is equall, thus 
At mae an ende of my ſonge, and _ 

ith 


without any moze ſtudyng that 7 had 
to do. I cõmaunded to ſadell my Hozſfe 
foꝛ Þ thought it was tyme fo: me to 
deperte to go in to my owne country, 
And thus J departed fro them that J 
mette in the ſtreate moꝛe acompaned i» 
ſoꝛow and wepynge pes then with any 
other conſolaſion of pleaſoure my he⸗ 
upnes ſo encreaſed, and my helth fo pay 
red that Ineuer thought to come a lyue 
in to my countrey, when J was well 
entered on my wap there came ſo many 
thynges to mp fantaſpe, that thynkyng 
on them J was nere oute of my witte, 
howbeit at laſt remembzynge my ſelfe 
that it was no pꝛofpt to muſe on them 
I traueled my ſelf aſmoch as J myght 
to bꝛynge them out of my remembzance 
So Ftraueled mp body in this yourney 
and my ſowle in ſundzy thoughtes, and 
fynally J arryued at my owne pooze 
manſion,and thus J bydde fare well x 
adewall true louers. And all p readers 
an herers of this pꝛoces, deſpꝛyng 32 
where 


where they fynd faulte to amend it. and 
J (hall pray to god foz they pzoſperyte 
and at they ende to (end them the iopes 
of patadpce. Amen. 

Finis. 


C P2ynted at London in Pauls 
churcheparde, by j0han 
Turke, at the ſygne 

ok the byble. 


